Russia upbeat over MENA summit 

JJ**”) ~ *5* Majesty King Hussein on Sunday 
2-ffV , i? n ? cs f a B® Russian President Boris Yeltsin, thanking 

ISSiSitlS!! 1 ® 1 ^" ,Q a,!cnd *** Middle East and North Africa 
(^NAj eoonomte summit, which wiU be held in Amman in 


■president Yeltsin said Russia, as a co-sponsor of the MiddicEast 

«?^;. PT ^ CSS, ii ,me0<ls \? 8 high-level pamapauoo in the 

umrnn, is well as m ail efforts designed to achieve a just and 
SUX-** 9 ? ,n the region. The Russian president expressed 
conviction that the summit will consnoue an important landmark 
on the path or reaching the long-sought peace in this region. The 
oeaworts to be adopted at the summit will contribute effectively to 
atmg cflecjivc structures aimed to convert the region into a 
«&°t/°!Li r 5 a !i P ? acc 30d $ cnuine cooperation . President Yeltsin 
add f d the establishment of a large-scale partnership 
io develop the Middle East and establish economic and social 
*41 have a positive impaci on arriving at comprehen- 
sive Middle East peace settlement. 
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Israeli policeman injnred by Gaza bomb 

GAZA CITY IAP) — A roadside bomb exploded near an Israeli 
patrol in the southern Gaza Strip Sunday. One Israeli soldier was 
hospitalised, suffering from shock. The bomb went off around S 
a.m. (0500 GMT) at the Morag junction between the towns of 
.Khan Yunis and Rafah, the army spokesman's office said. There 
were no other injuries or damage, the army said. Tracks from the 
bomb site led to a nearby house from which shots were fired at 
Israeli troops last week, the him news agency said. No group 
claimed responsibility for the bomb. The army decided to keep the 
Gaza Strip closed off from Israel for a fifth day, miliuuy officials 
said. The closure of checkpoints between the Gaza Strip and Israel 
was imposed at I a.m. Thursday to try to prevent attacks from 
militants if an accord was signed to spread autonomy over the 
West Bank. The measure will remain in force until dawn Monday. 
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Soames King, Saudi envoy discuss 

bilateral ties, latest events 




: arrives 

By a Jordan Times 
E Staff Reporter 

>. AMMAN — British Minister 
, °J State for the Armed 
] Forces Nicholas Soames ar- 
rived in Amman Sunday for 
r talks with Jordanian officials 
? over the situation in former 
ii Yugoslavia. 

k. Mr. Soames, whose visit 
c I 16 .* 14 -* part of a four-leg 
i. Middle East four that in- 
f eludes Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 

, and Morocco, was nfcn ex- 
' peeled to discuss the situation 
m Iraq. 

1 In an arrival statement, 

[ 3T- Soames said he was "car- 

1 tying a personal message from 
Prime Minister John Major 
: to King Hussein concerning 
the situation in Iraq and Bos- 
; nia." He declined to elabo- 
rate. 

“Events in Bosnia have 
reached a defining moment," 
he said. "There are a number 
of opportunities and dangers 
ahead and it is important to 
discuss them with countries in 
the region." 

He declined to comment 
on the defection of Hussein 
Kamel Hassan, a close con- 
fidant of President Saddam 
Hussein who defected from 
Iraq along with his brother, 
family and escorts. 

Mr. Soames is scheduled to 
meet with King Hussein be- 
fore his departure Monday. 

He hinted that the United 
Kingdom would defend Jor- 
dan in the event of Iraqi 
retaliation. “Great Britain's 
record speaks for itself," said 
Mr. Soames. 

Jordan maintains more j 
than 3,200 peacekeepers in 
the U.S. force in former j 
Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Soames, who was 
appointed to his current posi- 
tion in July and has been a 
Conservative member of par- 
liament since 1983, is accom- i 
panied on his visit to the j 
Kingdom by Air Chief Mar- j 
'ipl Sir William Warttan. 

Sir William commanded 
the British air force in the 
1991 Gulf war that drove Iraq 

(Continued on page 7 ) 

Military exercises 
begin Aug. 18 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and the U.S. will conduct 
joint military exercises start- 
ing Aug. 18, the Jordan News 
Agency. Perra, said. A batta- 
lion of regular troops and a 
special forces unit will be 
involved in the training exer- 
cises, which also involve two 
U.S. Marine and Special 
Forces battalions. The exer- 
cise, which is part of the - 
Armed Forces’ joint yearly 
training plan, aims to up- 
grade the Armed Forces* 
training capabilities and en- 
hancing their combat readi- 
ness through joint exercises 
with military units from Arab 
and friendly countries, Petra 
said. 

Jordan-Yemen 
minutes signed 

\MMAN fPetra) — Plan- 
ning Minister Rima Khaiaf 
Hneidi and her Yemeni coun- 
terpart Abdul Oader Bajam- 
al Sunday signed minutes of 
Jordanian- Yemeni meetings 
held here this week. Under 
the minutes, Jordan will pro- 
vide Yemen with the neces- 
sary expertise in the area of 
development planning, and 
will train Yemeni cadres. The 
two sides also agreed to ex- 
change development-related 
information, publications and 
research and to form a tech- 
nical committee to follow up 
on points of agreements. The 
two sides stressed the import- 
ance of implementing mi- 
nutes of the Joint Higher 
Jordanian Yemeni Commit- 
tee meetings, which were 
held in Sanaa last June (see 
page 3). 

Abdul Meguid to 
visit Algeria 

CAIRO (AFP) — The 
secretary general of the Arab 
League, Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, is to visit Algeria for 
discussions with Algerian 
President Lamine Zeroual 
concerning the league’s su- 
pervision of Algerian elec- 
tions. 


High Riyadh official pays first visit to Jordan after Gulf crisis 

By a Jordan Times Staff to visit Riyadh this week to the King and the Saudi en- 

Reoorter prepare for rhe summit. voy reviewed Jordanian- l/cplillCiS 

* which will seal Jordanian- Saudi relations and the * 

Saudi reconciliation, ac- sudden twist in the Middle cj»v TtfYrflJlII 

AMMAN — His Majesty cording to the sources. No East situation brought in-by JW J uau 

Ki n „ H, nn c.mri*v detail was available on the the defection of Lieutenant ___| J „ 

Ring Hussein on Sunday bmingof the summit General Hussein Kamel A1 SIlOlllCl IlOt 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN - His Majesty 
King Hussein on Sunday 
met with a high-rank- 
ing Saudi envoy paying 
the first such visit to 
Jordan after the Gulf 
crisis and discussed 
bilateral relations and 
the defection of Iraqi 
President Saddam 
Hussein's son-in-law, 
official sources said. 

Also expected to have 
been discussed during 
the meeting was a 
planned visit to Saudi 
Arabia by King Hussein 
for a summit with King 
Fahd in the first such 
encounter between the 
two leaders after rela- 
tions were strained in 
the wake of the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti is expected 


to visit Riyadh this week to 
prepare for the summit, 
which will seal Jordanian- 
Saudi reconciliation, .ac- 
cording to the sources. No 
detail was available on the 
timing of the summit. 

It will be. Mr. Kabariti's 
second trip to Riyadh in a 
month and reflects the im- 
provement in relations, 
which is expected to be 
capped by the nomination 
soon of a Saudi ambassador 
to Jordan. 

Riyadh recalled its envoy 
from Amman in 1991 in 
protest against what it saw 
as Jordan s support for Iraq 
in the Gult crisis an a 
declined to approve a re- 
placement for the Jordanian 
ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia when the diplomat's 
tenure ended. Early this 
year, however, the ’Saudi 

f ’;overnment accepted a 
ordanian ambassador, but 
has not named a new 
ambassador to Amman. 

The Saudi envoy who 
was received by the King on 
Sunday was described by 
the sources as a leading 
member of the Saudi royal 
family. One source identi- 
fied the envoy as Prince 
Turki A1 Faisal, but it could 
not be immediately 
confirmed. 

According to the sources. 


the King and the Saudi en- 
voy reviewed Jordanian- 
Saudi relations and the 
sudden twist in the Middle 
Last situation brought in-by 
the defection of Lieutenant 
General Hussein Kamel Al 
Hassan, Iraq's minister of 
industry and minerals, 
along with his wife Raghad, 
President Saddam's eldest 
daughter, and his brother. 
Colonel Saddam Kamel, and 
his wife Rana. the second 
daughter of the Iraqi presi- 
dent. Jordan has given them 
asylum (see separate sto- 
ries). 

Closer details of the dis- 
cussions were not immedi- 
ately available. 

Jordan's has improved 
its relations with Oman, • 
Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, 
which along with Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait form 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCCj. 

Mr. Kabariti told a 
Kuwaiti newspaper last 
week- that he expected ties 


ipected i 
with Kuwait also to Im- 
prove soon. 

A report that Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
called Mr. Kabariti over 
the phone on Sunday could 
not be immediately 
confirmed. 


Iraq offers to disclose 
arms secrets to U.N. 

Aziz says Hussein Kamel hid data 


Combined agency dispat ch es 

IRAQ ADMITTED Sunday 
it had witheld weapons sec- 
rets from the United Nations 
but blamed the decision on a 
minister who defected to Jor- 
dan last week. 

It asked Rolf Ekeus, who 
chairs the U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM), and 
Hans Blix. who heads the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), to visit 
Baghdad ••urgently" to 
obtain the information. De- 
puty Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz said. 

Former Industry Minister 
Hussein Kamel Hassan, who 
fled to Jordan on Tuesday 
had "hidden important in- 
formation" to give Washing- 
ton an excuse to block an end 
to sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, be said. 

Iraq said it gave Mr. Ekeus 
early this month a final report 
on its germ warfare program- 
me, described as the remain- 
ing obstacle to a lifting of 
U.N. sanctions. But Mr. 
Ekeus said later the report 
was incomplete. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, which meets every two 
months to review the sanc- 
tions, was due to meet again 
in September. 

An opposition member 
said Iraq suddenly offered to 
disclose the secrets because it 
feared General Hassan, 


architect of Baghdad’s adv- 
anced arms programmes, 
would reveal them first and 
ruin any chance of lifting 
sanctions. 

Diplomats said Gen. Has- 
san, who was also head of the 
Military Industrialization 
Organisation (MIO), had 
held talks in Amman with 
U.S. officials interested in 
the weapons programme. 

"After Hussein Kamel 
fled, several MIO officials 
said this traitor had ordered 
them in bide important in- 
formation from UNSCOM 
on Iraq’s past weapons prog- 
rammes," said Mr. Aziz, who 
is in charge of talks with the 
United Nations. 

Gen. Hassan, President 
Saddam’s son-in-law, “made 
these MIO officials believe 
that the orders were from the 
highest authorities and 
threatened them with punish- 
ment if they disobeyed these, 
orders.” 

Gen. Amer Rashid, the 
new MIO director, “today 
sent a message to Ekeus and 
Blix, urging them to come 
urgently to Baghdad and 
assuring them of Iraq’s readi-. 
ness to submit the informa- 
tion Hussein Kamel had hid- 
den," Mr. Aziz said. 

An Iraqi opposition mem- 
ber, Aziz Alayan, said that 
the defection of Gen. Hassan 
— along with his brother and 
their wives, both daughters of 
Saddam Hussein — had 


forced Baghdad's hand. 

"It's a desperate attempt to 
save the regime by circum- 
venting Hussein Kamel, who 
knows the details of all the 
armament programmes," 
Mr. Alayan said. 

Mr. Alayan added that 
Gen. Hassan had often 
travelled to the United 
States, Europe and Chili in 
the 1980s to buy weapons. 

A key aide and cousin to 
President Saddam meanwhile 
pledged his family's loyalty to 
the Iraqi leader and called for 
the death of Gen. Hassan. 

Gen. Ali Hassan Al Majid, 
a cousin of Gen. Hassan. said 
the Majid family had “dis- 
owned” the defector. 

Iraq's state-run media also 
said the vast majority of Ira- 
qis remained loyal to Presi- 
dent Saddam while it 
announced the government's 
plans to fight corruption and 
treason. 

"The sacrifice of his blood 
and his life is (Gen. Hassan *s) 
tolerated for his cowardly act 
and betrayal," Gen. Majid, a 
top official in the ruling 
Baath Party and former de- 
fence minister, said in a letter 
published in official newspap- 
ers. 

Gen. Majid, 52, travelled 
to Amman last Thursday with 
President Saddam's oldest 
son, Uday, after Jordan gave 
the defectors political asy- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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be a base 
for Iraqi 
opposition 

By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
on Sunday welcomed Jor- 
dan's move to grant asylum 
to the liaqi president's son- 
in-laws ana their families but 
criticised what they saw as 
the Kingdom's agreement to 
grant the Iraqi opposition the 
ground to launch their opera- 
tions against another 
“brotherly" Arab country. 

The House is expected to 
convene today in a special 
session to discuss the Jorda- 
nian move. 

Several deputies, inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times 
on Sunday, lauded the King- 
dom’s hospitality for Arab 
asylum-seekers but strongly 
criticised and expressed asto- 
nishment at “what followed 
later.” 

Opposition deputies 
warned of “serious consequ- 
ences" for the Kingdom it it 
was- used as a base for Iraqi 
opposition. 

"Jordan has been always 
known for its hospitality,” 
the head of the House’s Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee, 
Abdullah Nsour, told the Jor- 
dan Times. “But Jordan has 
never been known to have 
interferred in other countries’ 
internal affairs. It has never 
been involved in terrorist 
attacks or military coup d’e- 
tats." 

Iraqi Lieutenant-General 
Hussein Kamel Hassan and 
his brother Saddam Kamel 
and their wives — both 
daughters of President Sad- 
dam — arrived last week in 
Jordan seeking asylum. 

General Hussein 
announced in a press confer- 
ence on Saturday that he 
would work with Iraqi groups 
inside and outside Iraq to 
topple the Iraqi regime. 

Dr. Nsour said that this 
move might anger the Iraqi 
government. This feeling was' 
widely shared by opposition 
deputies who regarded Jor- 
dan's position as an ‘'unheal- 
thy" and said it might lead to 
"undesired consequences." . 

Bassam Amoush, an Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) de- 
puty, said Jordan should not 
be involved in other coun- 
tries’ internal affairs and 
warned of serious consequ- 
ences on Jordan. 

“By taking them (the Ira- 
qis) in and allowing them to 
operate against another Arab 
country, Jordan sets a prece- 
dent,” Dr. Amoush said. “It 
is an aggression on Jordan’s 

(Continued on page 7) 
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A Palestinian wounded by gunfire front Israeli at an Israeli settlement on Sunday. The ms 
settlers is being carried by other Palestinians died of his wounds (AFP photo) 

Israeli cabinet adopts 
redeployment accord 

Jewish settlers kill Palestinian 


DURA AL OARA (Agen- 
cies) — Israel's government, 
approved an agreement with 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on ex- 
panding Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank Sun- 
day, as two weeks of protests 
by Jewish settlers against the 
plan turned violent for the 
first time. 

Witnesses said settlers 
opened fire on Palestinians 
who ransacked their camp on 
a rocky West Bank hilltop, 
killing 22-year-old Kheiri Al 
Qaissi. Settlers denied they 
caused his death. 

Israel’s cabinet approved 
an agreement under which 
Israeli soldiers would with- 
draw in stages from much of 
the West Bank no later than 
July 1997. The vote was 15-1 
in favour, with two ministers 
abstaining. 

Some ministers criticised 
the pact, worked out last 
week in 20 hours of meetings 


between Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, for 
forcing Israeli troops to with- 
draw too quickly. Major gaps 
remained over sharing the 
West Bank's water and how 
to provide security for Heb- 
ron. where 450 Israeli settlers 
live among 110,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Opposition lawmakers, 
and even some members of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's ruling coalition, said 
the accord was too far- 
reaching and constituted in 
effect an Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid. a peace nego- 
tiator and outspoken dove, 
maintained the West Bank 
autonomy was in line with the 
September 1993 Israel-PLO 
accord. Bur he agreed that 
“although officially there is 
not going to be a Palestinian 
state, as far as I can judge the 


situation, it is a Palestinian 
state.” 

Mr. Sarid said that Israeli 
and PLO delegations were 
resuming talks on a detailed 
accord in Taba, Egypt, Sun- 
day night. Israeli media said 
the full agreement was ex- 
pected in early September. 

Sunday's shooting was the 
first serious violence since 
settlers began their campaign 
against the West Bank auton- 
omy. The settlers, claiming a 
withdrawal would put them 
in danger, are demanding a 
national referendum on any 
agreement with the PLO. 

Witnesses said about 100 
Palestinians from Dura Al 
Qara village went to a bare 
hill settlers had squatted on 
since late last week near Beit 
El settlement north of 
Ramallah. 

The Palestinians tore down 
makeshift structures the ser- 

i Continued on page 7) 


Serbs face new Croat 
and Muslim offensives 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (Agencies) — 
Fighting broke out on two 
fronts in Bosnia while diplo- 
mats scrambled to forge 
peace from a new balance of 
power in the four-year-old 
war. 

Russia and the United 
States meanwhile met to try 
to align their peace plans for 
former Yugoslavia but the 
fresh combat on the battle- 
fields of Bosnia underlined 
•the difficulties ahead for di- 
plomacy. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev and U.S. 
National Security Adviser 
Anthony Lake met in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi as 
Bosnian government forces 
kept up an attack on Serb- 
held Donji Vakuf in central 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Lake, visiting Russia 
as part of a whistle-stop tour 
of several European coun- 
tries. made no comments to 


journalists as he left after two 
and half hours of talks. 

It was not clear whether 
any official statement would 
be issued. 

The meeting was set up on 
Thursday to try to coordinate 
separate peace plans drawn 
up by Washington and Mos- 
cow in the wake of a Croatian 
offensive that appeared to 
radically alter the balance of 
power in the Yugoslav con- 
flict. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin has called for direct 
talks between the leaders of 
Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia to 
be followed by an interna- 
tional conference with their 
participation. 

On Saturday Washington 
said it would send Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard 
Holbrooke to Sarajevo. Zag- 
reb and Belgrade. 

After a lull of several days, 
Croats around the resort city 
of Dubrovnik began a cross- 


border attack Saturday to- 
wards the Serb-held town of 
Trebinje in southern Bosnia. 

U.N. spokesman Chris 
Vernon in Sarajevo said 
several thousand Serbs, 
already had left Trebinje. 

About 170 kilometres to 
the north, Bosnian govern- 
ment forces attacked around 
Donji Vakuf in an offensive 
that appears aimed at the 
larger town of Jajce. Its cap- 
ture would be a big morale 
boost for the Bosnian army 
and' put it closer to the Serb 
stronghold of Banja Luka to 
the north. 

"The Bosnian army is mak- 
ing progress," said U.N. 
spokesman Major Carlos 
Alonso. 

He could not say how 
much, however. The United 
Nations said the two offen- 
sives were difficult to gauge 
because its access had - been 
restricted. 


Jordanian option not yet spelt out, but many see a significant shift 


By Natasha Bukhari 

THE DEFECTION to Jor- 
dan last week of President 
Saddam Hussein's two 
daughters and their hus- 
bands, the powerful former 
Minister of Industry Lt. 
Gen. Hussein Kamel Has- 
san and his brother Col. 
Saddam Hassan, has raised 
the spectacle of a new poli- 
cy being adopted by Jordan 
vis-a-vis Iraq — a policy 
whereby neutrality is re- 
placed by active engage- 
ment in shaping Iraq’s fu- 
ture. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, apart from quickly 
granting refuge to the Iraqi 
asylum seekers, has not said 
his final word on what op- 
tion Jordan should adopt 


vis-a-vis the situation in 
Iraq which is becoming 
almost impossible for the 
Iraqis to bear. While the 
government of Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker officially main- 
tains that there has been no 
shift in the Kingdom’s poli- 
cy of non-interference in 
Iraq's internal affairs, 
observers and politicians, 
including even members of 
the Cabinet, generally 
agree that the country is 
bracing for taking a major 
step towards playing a new 
role in what is happening in 
Iraq. 

These observers and 
politicians, in attempting to 
explain their belief, do not 
only cite the fact that Gen. 
Hassan was allowed to hold 
a press conference at the 


Royal Court and to call for 
the overthrow of the Iraqi 
regime. Some of them even 
think the defection was 
fore-planned and die whole 
episode engineered in such 
a way that would inevitably 
make Jordan change policy 
vis-a-vis Iraq. There ,have 
been attempts by the' gov- 
ernment to explain the 
choice of the Palace as the 
venue for Gen. Hassan to 
hold his conference and to 
issue his call for toppling 
the Baghdad regime. 

One was that security 
considerations lay behind 
it. Another maintained that 
it h append because the 
General is considered to be 
a personal guest of the 
King. And the third official 
line contended that the 


press conference was a 
“one-time” event after 
which the commotion 
around the minister's defec- 
tion would die down — and 
he may even leave town 
altogether after a short 
period of stay in Amman. 

ANALYSIS 

“There are no political 
dimensions behind (grant- 
ing the asylum)," Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti was quoted as 
.saying: “What Iraq is wit- 
nessing in terms of events is 
an internal affair and the 
Jordanian government has 
nothing to do with it.” 

In any case Jordan has 
been distancing itself for 


some time now from the 
Saddam regime, and what 
Jordanians really care ab- 
out is to alleviate the plight 
of Iraqis, without telling 
them wnar to do with their 
political system and lead- 
ership, the official line 
goes. 

But few outside the gov- 
ernment seem to accept 
these explanations. Some 
opposition figures even fear 
that Jordan might become 
the base for a U.S.-backed 
effort to overthrow the Ira- 
qi regime (see related story 
on this page). 

Politicians and analysts 
interviewed by the Jordan 
Times generally believe 
that there will be a change 
in Iraq soon and Jordan had 
better be prepared for that 


change. 

“We cannot be just a 
bystander. If someone does 
take a position that serves 
Iraq, we have to support 
it." says Senator Kamal 
Shaer. “Jordan's relations 
with Iraq have always been 
governed by three princi- 
ples," Sen. Shaer main- 
tains. •‘They are respect by 
Iraq for U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the 
charter of the Arab League: 
the political, economic and 
social well-being of Iraqis; 
and the preservation of the 
national and territorial in- 
tegrity of Iraq. 

“To the extent that these 
principles are respected, so 
would our relations with 
(the Iraqi regime) be," the 
senator says. “Saddam has 


failed to respect these prin- 
ciples, thus prompting Jor- 
dan to stand by anyone who 
wants to correct that regim- 
e’s stand." 

While some believe that 
Jordan's stand in harbour- 
ing defectors who are thre- 
atening the Iraqi regime is 
contradictory to the Jorda- 
nian call for alleviating the 
suffering of Iraqis, Dr. 
Shaer believes that “Jordan 
does not have any attach- 
ment to certain individuals. 
Its main concern is for indi- 
viduals to ahdere to the 
above principles." 

King Hussein last month 
reiterated his call for an end 
to the plight of Iraqi people 
by lifting the sanctions 

(Continued an page 7) 
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i defector may be unwilling to share secrets 


By Jeae Arraf 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan’s defec- . 
tion has shaken his father- 
in-law Saddam Hussein's 
regime but the former offi- 
cial who holds Iraq's 
deepest military secrets 
may 'not be willing to share 
them with the West. 

Analysts said the lieute- 
nant general, who made a 
dramatic call on Saturday to 
Iraqi soldiers and civilians 
to help overthrow President 
Saddam, could jeopardise- 
the influence he hopes to 
maintain at home if he, 
bands over Iraq’s carefully-' 
guarded secrets. 

“Getting Iraq's deepest 
secrets might be a tough nut 
to crack," said Ptaebe Marr, 
a senior fellow at the Penta- 
gon's Institute -for National 
Strategic Studies and au- 
thor of a history of Iraq. 


She said General Hassan 
risked being branded a’ 
traitor by military men left 
to face (deteriorating condi- 
tions in Iraq and weakening 
his influence within a 
potentially significant core 
of nationalist opposition to 
President Saddam outside 
Iraq. 

U.S. officials refused to- 
say whether they had been 
in contact with Gen. Has- 
san, who arrived on King 
Hussein’s doorstep this 
week along with his 
brother, Saddam Kamel 
Hassan ,who was in charge of 
President Saddam's guards, 
and their wives, both of 
whom are President Sad- 
dam's daughters. 

At a palace press confer- 
ence in Amman on Satur- 
day, Gen. Hassan sidestep- 
ped questions about his 
contacts with the United 
States, emphasising drat he 
bad been in touch with Iraqi 


dissidents inside and out- 
side Iraq. 

Although he was treated 
in Amman in February for 
what Jordanian officials 
said was a brain tumour, 
Gen. Hassan, in his early 
50s, appeared fit and brim- 
ming with bravado. 


Some described the 
brothers’ defections in what 
was already a shrinking cir- 
cle of loyalty to President 
Saddam as possibly the big- 
gest blow to the Iraqi lead- 
er’s stability since he quel- 
led Kurdish and Shiite re- 
bellions after the 1991 Gulf 


nisational genius, was 
perhaps the most important 
man in the small ana secre- 
tive circle of power sur- 
rounding the Iraqi leader. 

Married to President 
Saddam’s daughter Ragh- 
da, he built up Iraq's milit- 
ary machine, including it£~ 
illicit procurement net- 
work, established military 
special forces and the elite 
Republican Guard and 
beaded reconstruction after 
the 1991 Gulf war which 
drove Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 


concerning weapons of 
mass destruction... what 
new information he can 
bring to that, T really don't 
know... we shall see,” he 
said. 


war. 


“He’s about as dose to 
Saddam as you can get,”, 
said one State Department 
source with long experience 
of Iraq. 

After Saddam’s sons, 
Gen. Hassan, a man with 
only primary school educa- 
tion out known as an orga- 


“His conversations with 
U.N. officials could be very 
important to that,” said an 
administration official, re- 
ferring to Gen. Hassan’s 
knowledge of the arms 
programmes. 

“We have said all along 
that Iraq must comply with 
all Security Council resolu- 
tions, particularly the ones 


U.S. officials and 
analysts said the former 
head of military indus- 
trialisation, who has led 
negotiations with U.N. offi- 
cials dismantling Iraq's 
weapons programmes, 
handled the concealment of 
operations that frustrated 
efforts to rid Iraq of its 
deadliest arms after the 
Gulf war. 


“He’s the one who main- 
tained the secret program- 
mes for years and he knows 
bow to deceive.” said Ms. 
Marr. 

Although they say they 
are slowly getting the in- 
formation from other 
sources, the United Nations 
believes Iraq is still conceal- 


ing information on its biolo- 
gical weapons programme 
— key reasons for main- 
taining crippling trade sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. 

“I’m sure he could be 
very, very valuable if he 
wanted to talk, but it’s not 
certain that he will,” said 
one European official who. 
analyses Iraq. 

Several Iraq-watchers 
said Gen. Hassan, who was 
believed to have' serious 
rifts with President Sad- 
dam's son Uday over power 
and money, was seen as 
being a relative moderate in 
President Saddam's circle. 

“I always believed he 
wanted to agree to 706 and 
712," said one official, re- 
ferring to the U.N. resolu- 
tions repeatedly rejected by 
Iraq which would have 
allowed Baghdad to sell li- 
mited amounts of oil under 
international supervision. 


Israel-PLO 


statement 


FOLLOWING IS the text of a joint sraremenf agreed by 
the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) and Israel 
after a week of negotiations on an interim agreement for 
the spread of autonomy across the West Bank was made 
public on Sunday. 


Points still in dispute 
are given as (I) Israeli 
proposals, and (P) Palesti- 
nian proposals. 

Area B covers rural 
zones. Area C covers set- 
tlements and sites to re- 
main under Israeli con- 
trol. 

Joint statement 


The Palestinian delega- 
tion headed by President 
Yasser Arafat and the 
Israeli delegation headed 
by Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, met in Taba, 
Egypt, between Aug. 7- 
11, 1995, and agreed on 
some of the principles to 
be elaboratea in the In- 
terim Agreement as fol-’ 
lows: 

1. Area B: 

In area B there will be a 
complete redeployment of 
Israeli military forces. 
The Palestinian police 
shall assume responsibil- 
ity "for public order for 
Palestinians and shall 
establish (I: 25) (P: 30) 
police stations and posts 
in towns, villages and 
other places as agreed. 

•In Area B Israel shall 
.have the overriding re- 
sponsibility for security 
for the purpose of protect- 
ing Israelis and confront- 
ing the threat of terror- 
ism. While the (I: activi- 
ties) (P: movement) of 
uniformed Palestinian 
policemen in Area B out- 
side places where there is 
a Palestinian police sta- 
tion will be carried out 
after coordination and 
confirmation, three 
months after the comple- 
tion of redeployment 
from Area B, the. DCOs 
(District Coordination 
and Cooperation Offices) 
may decide that move- 
ment of Palestinian 
policemen from the police 
stations in Area B tc 
Palestinian towns traffic 
will take place after 
notifying the DCO. 

These procedures will 
be reviewed within six 
months. 

2. Further redeployments: 
The further redeploy- 
ments of Israeli military 
forces to specified military 
locations will be gradually 
implemented in accord- 


ance with the DOP (Dec- 
laration of Principles) in 
three intervals, every six 
months, after the inau- 
guration of the council, to 
be completed tiy (P:. 
February) 1997. In Area 
C, while Israel will trans- 
fer civil powers and re- 
sponsibilities not relating 
to territory in the first 
phase of redeployment, 
powers and responsibili- 
ties relating to territory 
will be transferred gra- 
dually to Palestinian juris- 
diction that will cover 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip territory, except for 
issues that will be negoti- 
ated in the permanent sta- 
tus negotiations, during' 
the further redeployment 
phases to be completed by 
(P: February) fir July) 
1997. 

3. Hebron: 

With regard to Hebron 
both sides exchanged 
ideas and decided to con- 
tinue the negotiations on 
this issue. 

4. Prisoners: 

In addition to the two 
stages of prisoner release 
agreed in the context of 
the Ministerial Commit- 
tee (one upon the signing 
of the interim agreement 
and the other — before 
the Palestinian elections), 
there will be a third stage 
of prisoner release. The 
Ministerial Committee 
will work out the details 
of -this third stage. 

5. Revenues: 

The Israeli side will 
transfer tax revenues to 
the Palestinian side upon 
the signing of the interim 
agreement. 

6. Joint committee: 

A joint Israeli- 
Palestini an- American 
committee will be formed 
to deal with (1) economic 
issues, (2) water produc- 
tion and (3) political coor- 
dination. 

7. The Palestinian Cove- 
nant: 

Two months after the 
inauguration of the 
Palestinian Council, the 
Palestinian covenant will 
be amended in accord- 
ance with the letter of 
Chairman Arafat to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
dated Sept. 9, 1993. 


Hammad, Khatib promise better bridge facilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minis- 
ters of Interior and Tour- 
ism SaJameh Hammad and 
Abdul Dah Ai Khatib on 
Sunday inspected services 
at the bridges across the 
Jordan River and the newly 
opened Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge hi the northern Jor- 
dan Valley sector and 
announced that immediate 
action will be taken to deal 
with shortages related to 
services for travellers and 
tourists. 

The aim of the visit was 
to ensure that visitors 
travelling in both directions 
are accorded essential ser- 
vices like fresh and cold 
water for drinking and air 
conditioned rest rooms as 
well as prompt and very 
cordial reception to all 
travellers. Arabs and fore- 
igners alike, said Mr. Ham- 
mad in a statement to Jor- 
dan Television. 

In addition, he said, 
there is urgent need for 
increasing the number of 
buses on both sides of the 
river to transport the 
travellers to and from the 
other side, adding that the 
government will take 
prompt action to provide 
these essential services that 
have been lacking. 

The Minister also said 
that he will contact the 
Ministry of Public Works in 
order to build the required 
shelters to provide protec- 
tion from the sun as a 





Interior Minister Salameh Hammad and 
Minister of Tonrism Abdel Dah Khatib visit 


the Sheikh Hussein bridge across the River 
Jordan on Sunday (Petra photo) 


temporary solution pend- 
ing the construction of 
appropriate facilities. 

■ Mr. Khatib -said these 
essential services will be 
provided as soon as possi-. 
ble, especially, in view of. 
the growing influx of tour- 
ists to the Kingdom in the 
wake of the signing of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

Referring to the situation 
at the Sneikb Hussein 


Bridge, the minister said, 
that efforts are being ex- 
erted on daily basis to im- 
prove the services' for the 
visitors, adding • that the 
ministry of tonrism was de- 
termined to address various 
shortages and deal with all 
the problems. 

The two ministers first 
called at the King Hussein 
Bridge where baggage faci- 
lities and air conditioned 


balls have been provided. 
Work is underway for the 
construction of an addition- 
al hall for arrivals, a project 
khat is expected to be com- 
pleted by the end of this 
month. 

The Prince Mohammad 
Bridge is solely used for 
trucks transporting West 
Bank and Gazan goods to 
Jordan and other Arab 
countries. 


Ciller seeks to boost economic ties with C. Asia 


ANKARA (AFP) — When 
the Soviet Union crumbled 
in 1991, Ankara rushed in 
to establish ties with its 
Central Asian and Azeri 
cousins, fuelling fears — or 
hopes for some — of a 
pan-Turkish creation. 

Three years have gone by 
and the excitment has 
faded, but Turkey is still 
working to strengthen its 
economic foothold in the 
Central Asian states of 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenis- 
tan and in the Caucasus 
republic of Azerbaijan. 

Prime -Minister Tansu 
Oiler, leaving Monday on 
her second trip to the re- 
gion in two months, will 
push for more trade, a huge 
oil pipeline deal and even- 
tually a highway linking 
Central Asia to Turkey, 
officials said. 

She takes with her a team 
of 50 businessmen, her 
energy minister and other 
officials on a five-day touT. 

“We are planning to de- 
velop our relations with 


Central Asia, to progress 
rapidly,” said Nurettin Nur- 
kan, a foreign ministry 
spokesman. 

Turkish cooperation with 
the newly independent 
states dropped somewhat 
last year after initial credits, 
investments and trade 
worth more than two billion 
dollars were launched in 
1992. 

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan 
and Azerbaijan, the biggest 
and most economically vi- 
’able of the group, got up to 
250 million dollars each, the 
heaviest share of credits 
from Turkey's Export and 
Import Bank (ExImBank). 

Less than $200 million 
went to the smaller Turk- 
menistan and Kyrgizstan. • 

But most of the countries 
used up or received less 
than half their allocations 
by last spring, and trade 
with Turkey in 1994 was 
disappointing. 

Not only were the new 
states to blame, with their 
tight bureaucracy, slow 
debt servicing and poor in- 



Tansu Ciller 


frastructure, but Turkey 
also went through its own 
crisis in. 1994 as its currency 
plunged and austerity mea- 
sures were imposed. 

‘‘There was indeed ■a lor 
of euphoria at the begin- 
ning,” a western diplomat 
said. 

"Turkey tried to do a lot 


at first.^mt Central Asia is 
very isolated and doesn’t 
have the resources, so there 
has had to be a change in 
expectations," said the di- 
plomat, requesting anony- 
mity. 

Ankara has scaled down 
its ambitions, relying more 
on its private sector after an 
initial government thrust to 
secure influence ahead of 
Iran and to match Russia’s 
power. Iran borders Azer- 
baijan and Turkmenistan. 

At the time, the late pres- 
ident, Turgut Ozal, 
'announced: “Hie 21st Cen- 
tury will be Turkish.'' 

• And his prime minister, 
now President Suleyman 
Demirel, spoke of a "Tur- 
kish world -stretching from 
the Adriatic to the Great 
Wall of China.” 

But in the meantime Rus- 
sia has proven to be as 
present as ever, providing 
machinery and much of the 
infrastructure to the new 
republics, all members of 
the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States. 


Minis IN BRIEF 


Sudanesearmy capturetowiTfrom rebels 


KHARTOUM (AFP) ££ fa’SS' 

Sudan hav ® ^ h P f r r e e ^j Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
Equatona, from the reoeiau Sunday m a com- 

(SPLA), the armed official radio said 

munique. The statement Saturday “liberated the 

tot . government at ^ ^ which , oonm.1 


strategic town of Kaya rro straddles the 

many and^Jganda. 1* /- 


many " — . — » - _ . 

junc.ureborderpo.nt ° f S^ a t n 0 - u ^” ualri « an d said 

communique committed to '•agreements 

KS Kre Vdcfculf SSPSM-' 

administrative movements and gefcnd (an ‘ 

retels and hirelings and restored the strategic town of 
Kkaya « a lo The Sudanese people on the «st, 
Sudanese army day celebration. 


Jailed ‘drug queen* turns out to be a man 


c> * iro ( AFP) — A drug dealer arrested three years ago in t 
^ E^n rapit^ went into prison classified as a woman I 
and turned out after his sentencing to be a man, 4he 
government daily Al Akhbar reported on Saturday. The 
unnamed man was known as “the queen of the drug; 
dealers” by locals in the Cairo slum of Imbaba where he j, 
worked, since they Had know* him as a pri onoej- 
childhood. After the dealer’s anest, authorities made_the 
same mistake and put him in a women s pnson. But they 
soon realised he was a man and transferred him to another 
facility, Al Akhbar said. When released he returned home, 
mustachioed and wearing men's clothes, to the shock of his 
neighbours. He explained that he had been forced early on 
to dress as a woman by his father who regretted never 
having a daughter, the paper said. 


Libya praises U.S. stop to nuclear testing 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya praised on Saturday UJSL 
President Bill Clinton’s commitment to halt all nufiear 
testing but cast doubt on his ability to uphold the deaaon^ 
the state news agency JANA, reported. “The American 
commitment constitutes an important support of the 
international community aiming to put an end to nuclear 
proliferation and reduce its dangers," JANA said. “But the 
acts. of certain agencies in the American government more 
powerful than the president lead us to doubt the credibility, 
of his statements," it added. It cited as an example what it 
called “the secret transfer” in late 1994 of 600 kilogrammes 
of radioactive uranium from Kazakhstan to an American, 
nuclear power station. “To. make President Clintorfs. 
statements credible this uranium must be handed over to.', 
the International Atomic Energy Agency," JANA said. 


Russian diplomat to visit sick captive 


DUBAI (ft) -s- A Sharjah-based Russian air company said 
on Sunday it was awaiting the outcome of an expected visit 
to Kandahar by a Russian diplomat to discuss the fate ofa 
seriously ill employee held captive by an Afghan mfiitfc 
Viktor Riazanov, one of seven airmen held by the Islamic 
Taliban militia in Afghanistan, has been described?* 
seriously sick by a doctor who visited him. A commander of 
the militia, which forced the then's Ilyushin 76 plane to land 
10 dayg ago and- took the crew captive when they fount} it 
was carrying ammunition, has said he would aDow Mr: Rimfc- 
nov to leave if his firm sent a replacement captive. An 
official from the air company Trans Avia, told Reuters by 
telephone from Sharjah, one of the United^Arab Emii#es 
seven states, “we are awaiting the (Ru5aan^drpJoini&-. 
arrival in .kandahar and the outcome of his talks-” ' . 


Egyptian Coptic leader in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Pope Shenouda ffl of 
Egypt's Coptic Orthodox Church arrived here Saturday for 
a 12-day yisit to Sotith Africa, a statement by the church 
said. Pope Shenouda was to meet clergy from South Africa,' 
Zimbabwe, Zambia and Zaire, the statement added. He is 
also expected to meet President Nelson Mandela, deputy 
presidents Thabo Mbeki and Frederik .de Klerk, and 
various provincial premiers. Pope Shenouda wilt lay the' 
foundation stone for a church in KwaZulu-Natal province 
and consecrate churches in Cape Town and in Free State 
province, the statement said. 


New president for Israel’s supreme court 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Justice Aharon Barak was sworn in 
Sunday as the new president of Israel's Supreme Court 
bringing to the job a reputation as a’ strongly independent 
liberal. The 59-year-old, who was born in Lithuania and 
emigrated to Israel in 1947. was the Israeli legal adviser.in 
the drawing up of the Camp David peace accords with . 
Egypt in 1978. He was appointed to the supreme court the” 
same year and served as deputy president from 1993. He 
set a trend for justices to overrule government' decisions. 
Mr. Barak is expected to introduce judicial review of 
legislation for the first time in Israel, which some lawyers 
predict will lead to clashes with parliament. Attorney 
general from 1975-197S, he .takes over from Meir Shamgar 
who is retiring at the age of 70. 


Egyptian ‘pirates’ loot Philippines boat 


(AFP) — Six armed Egyptian “pirates" raided a 
Philippines ship in the Suez Canal and stole 24 television , 
sets, the government daily Al Akhbar reported Sunday.* 
The six thieves boarded the ship at the southern entrance to"* 
the canal, 40 kilometres from the port of Suez. They loaded: 
their booty in their own boat and escaped, the paper said. 
But they were arrested several days later on toe Soez- 
Ismatiiya road alongside the canal, driving a lorry wito 
stolen goods inside. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14£0 .. Animals of Farthing Wood 

1430 Hey Day 

1&Q0 Survival 

16:80 Families 

17*0 

Children's programme — Doug 
17 JO Film: “Airne-ToiTotijouis" 

1M0 News in French 

19:15 French Varieties 

19£0 News Headlines 

1SH35 Camp Wilder 

20:00 McHale'sNevy 

20:30 The Bdd and Ihe Beautiful 

21:15 Hearts of Uic West 

2240 News in English 

22:25 The Ruth RendeD Mysteries 
2*25 

Film: 'Torn Between Two Lov- 
ers'* 


Church or the Ai wnclil hm Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sale Chun* TeL 661757 
Terramnda Church Tel: 622366 
Qxarch of the Aanaadatlea TeL 
6Z3541. 

-AngHcan Church Tel. 630851, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenlm Catholic Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Ar men i an OrtbMkK Church Td. 

775261. 

St Ephraim Charch Td. 771752. 

Amman faxternathmal Church Tct. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

Germra-speaking Enmrc&d Cod* 
gregadon Tel. 684195 
11k Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nasarene Td. 675691. 
The EvangeBeal Load Church ta 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman j 6. Aqaba 40 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent. 
Aqaba 29 per ccdl 


Tel. 811295 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:29 Fair 

0534 (Sunrise) Doha 

■12:40 Dhuhr 

I6-J0 'Asr 

19:27 Maghreb 

21:51 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Hot weather conditions wffl eon-, 
time to preY&&, today with winds: 
north westerly moderate. In Aqaba, J 
winds will be oorf&erfy moderate’ 
and seas calm. 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
SmUeh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 


Mm ./Max. temp. 

Amman 2U36 

Aqaba 27/41 

Deserts...' 20/ 40 

Jordan Valley 25/41 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghari Abo SheOcbah ...752405 

Dr. Shtniwi Aba Zayid 737965 

Dr. Walid AJ Masri 675485 

Dr. Yousef Hashed 896301 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmekani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRSID: 

Dr. AliAl Oniari 272032 

Alqods pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr, Fauna HamdaDah . v .,„ 983644 
Khalifcb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711! 


Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
GvO Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence E me rgency 199 

Rescue Police 192^621111.637777 

fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnMkSecnriiy Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Gomplainls 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television . — 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

■AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity J. Asm , 

644281/6 


Afcileh Maternity. J. Amo. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ...... 664171/4 

Shmeuam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ..: 845845 

'Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
AJ-Bashir.J. Asfarafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Oueen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital ...'. 674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)963323 
Zarqn National Hospital 

Ibn Sina Hospital jo9)986732 

Al Hfcnn Modem HoxpiuJ (09)990990 

HM 

Princess Raimi Hospiul .. 

Greet Catholic Hospiul 
Ibn Al Nafco Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)3141] | 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA < - 

INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT 


77ns information is sup pl ied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ) iniormatioo 
department at the Oueen Alia in- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


Sanaa (RJ) 

99d» Damascus (»J) 

•9-J8...-. Jeddah (RJ) 

IfcM New Delhi (RJ) 

18:10 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

lfc35 Bemil (RJ) 

17:15 Cairo (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1940 Bangkok f RJ) 

19:18 Casabtanea. Tunis (Rj) 

Hfe55 Tunis (add) (RJ) 

21:45 Milan (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


I0*4| Khartoum (SD 

DobajQt 

13:48 .... Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF 
]4£6 Kiev (611 


IMS Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Cairo (MS) 

■“** Dubai (EK) 

rj-]* Beirut flUE) 

London (BA) 

81:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

— ■”■'■■■ Beirut (RJ) 

"If* Ttmis (add) f RJ) 

JtTT — Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ)' 
Cairo (RJ) 

2^M Frankfun (RJ) 

Amsterdam. Montreal (add) (Rj) 

Damascus iRj) 

1*7* Bahrain, Doha ( Rji 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

zzao — • Al Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

235 Istanbul (TK) 

JL« Rome(Azj 

Bahrain. Abe Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

ViMiftHn 

SS Cairo ^MS) 

— DM**®. London (BA) 

£2:"“ .Anmerdaa/lg 

— Muscat (add) (GF) 


hijaz railway 

TRAIN 

AntoSSai 8^)0 every Monday 

D«P- p frO O^pm. every Monday 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 

Act. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppeiflowcr price in Sit per kg. , 

A™™ (Mukammar) 620 

120/80 

280/180 

S uHfl ®wer * 320220 

180/. 100 

g«nnhers(smaa) 300/ 200 

g® plant 180/ 10Q 

400000 

X?™ 150 / 100 

S«i=riS!B 

ShriagB^i, 440/350 

TonSiI?' ek>l> 250/150- 


rj 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Monday, August 14, 1995 
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NOTHING QUENCHES THE THIRST OF A ‘BIG MAN’ LIKE A COOL 
DR INK OF WATER: A young resident of Hussein Camp in Jabal Hussein takes 

a moment to drink down some water on one of the summer’s more sweltering days 
(photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 
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Ministries study best way to use lands 
returned to Jordan under peace treaty 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — The Min- 
istry of Water and Irrigation, 
supported by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, has begun to 
investigate what would be 
the best utilisation of lands 
returned to Jordan under the 
Jordan-Israel peace ' treaty, 
according to Minister of 
Agriculture Mansour Ben 
Tarif. 

In a statement to Al^ Ra'i 
and the Jordan Times', the 
minister said the most feasi- 
ble use of the estimated 
2,300 dunums located in the 
Wadi Araba region and in 
the northern parts of the 
Kingdom was farming. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is willing to advise 
fanners on the choice of 
trees most suitable for the 
region and to provide gener- 
al expertise in this respect, 
Mr. Ben Tarif said. 

Initial studies show that 
the areas in question have an 
estimated 20 million cubic 
metres of underground 
water, and that the area is 
expected to have more water 
resources after the construc- 
tion of dams in the Jordan 
Valley, the minister added. 

Apart from expertise and 


training, the ministry will 
gram loans to fanners to 
stan their business, said the 
minister. 

He said that the exploita- 
tion of these territories 
requires the drilling of arte- 
sian wells, laying waterpipe 
networks and an infrastruc- 
ture similar to the one adopt- 
ed by the Jordan Valley 
Authority- (JVA) in other 
parts of the Jordan Valley. 

He said that at least JD 
1,000 will be spent on each 
dunum as capital expendi- 
ture prior to the actual utili- 
sation of the land. 

Concerned authorities will 
divide the lands into units 
alloting at least SO dunums 
of land for each farming pro- 
ject in order to ensure suffi- 
cient profit. 

The minister said that the 
utilisation of these lands 
could, on the other hand, be 
undertaken by private sector 
companies. If the JVA 
decides on this option, be 
said, the companies will 
have to finance the infra- 
structure work, the drilling 
of the wells and laying the 
irrigation network systems 
instead of the ministries and 
the JVA. 



Mansour Ben Tarif 


National companies have 
expressed interest in devel- 
oping land for profit in sim- 
ilar ventures as those in the 
Disi districts where cereal is 
being grown, 'the minister 
said. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


FUHEIS FESTIVAL 

[•Concert by_ Wadi' AJ Safi at the 
main theatre at 9:00 p.m. 

* Several exhibitions on Jordan's 
tourism sector, Karak, the late 
Jordanian Prime Minister, Wasfi 
Tal, Al Ra'i Arabic daily's 25th 
anniversary, Germany's strug- 
gle against fascism. Orthodox 
churches, abstract and children's 
art. 

FILM 

* "Pella in Jordan" at Abdul 

Hameed Shoman Foundation 

Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. ( Film 
will be followed by a commen- 
tary by Dr. Pam Watson. 

PLAY 

i * "The Maids" (written by Jean 
Genet) starring Majid Al Qasas 


and Najwa Kondakji at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, Main 
Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

••*1 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Abstract art by Fadwa Al 
Nabulsi at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Paintings by "Pioneers of the 
Fifties" Isma'il and Suzanne Al 
Sheikhiy, Khaiid Qassab, and Dr. 
Nuri Behjet at Orfali Art Gallery, 
Umm Utheina. 

* "Exhibiton of Chinese Products 
'95," at Al Bassam Hall, King 
Abdullah Gardens. 

* Exhibition demonstrating the 
developments of cinema, over 
the past century at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


Yemen, Jordan explore 
energy projects cooperation 



o 


AMMAN (Petra) — Yemeni 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Social Develop- 
ment and Planning Abdul 
Qader BajamaJ met in 
Amman Sunday with Minis- 
ter of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Samih Darwazeh 
and said later that Yemen 
welcomes Jordanian help to 
exploit and develop its min- 
eral resources including oil 
and natural gas. 

Mr. Bajamal said that the 
aim of his several-day visit 
to Jordan is to try to benefit 
from the Kingdom's experi- 
ence especially in electric 
energy generation, training 
of Yemeni personnel in Jor- 
danian institutions and in 
telecommunications as well 
as in the privatisation 
process. 

He said that his talks with 
Jordanian officials covered 
cooperation in developing 
laws governing mining, and 
future cooperation in 
exploiting mineral resources 
in Yemen and Jordan. 

At the meeting ministry 
Secretary General Ahmad 
Bashir and Jordan Electrici- 
ty Authority (JEA) Director 
General Mo hammad Arafah 
outlined the development of 
electricity projects in Jordan 
and plans for future projects. 

They also reviewed areas 
where the two sides have 
been cooperating in the . 
implementation of electrici- 
ty projects in Yemen and 
explored prospects for coop- 
eration in prospecting for oil 


and natural gas . 

Jamal Ragheb, head of the 
Ministry of Energy and Min- 
eral Resources department 
responsible for administra- 
tive affairs outlined steps 
being taken for the privatisa- 
tion of the JEA. 

Also reviewed was 
progress on a $2.5 million 
project to link the grids of 
Taez and Aden, two cities in 
Yemen which JEA engineers 
are supervising. 

Following the meeting Mr 
Bajamal and his delegation 
were received by Minister of 
information Khaied Karaki 
with whom they reviewed 
cooperation between Yemen 
and Jordan in information 
related fields . 

The two sides also dis- 
cussed upgrading existing 
agreements and protocols 
which regulate bilateral 
cooperation in information. 

JEA, Yemeni corpora- 
tion sign agreement 


Also Sunday, a committee 
charged with organising 
cooperation between Jordan 
and Yemen in electric energy 
production concluded a 
meeting here by signing 
minutes of its deliberations 
held over the past week 
which will establish a mech- 
anism for future cooperation 
in electricity production and 
distribution as well as the 
exchange of expertise. 

The minutes were signed 



Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Samih Darwazeh Sunday meets with Deputy- 
Prime Minister of Yemen Abdul Qader Bajamal and a visiting delegation to review- 
prospects of cooperation in energy related areas < Petra photo * 


by Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) Director 
General Mohammad Arufeh 
and Ahmad Al Ami. director 
of the Yemeni Electricity 
Corporation. 

According 10 Ammar 
KamaJ. a senior JEA engi- 
neer, the two sides revised 
the decisions on mutual 
cooperation in electric 
power taken in previous 


meetings held in Sanaa in 
1992 and the decisions taken 
by the higher join: ministeri- 
al committee which con- 
vened in Sanaa in June. 

.Mr. Kamal said that in 
their minutes the two side> 
renewed a bilateral agree- 
ment on cooperation in elec- 
tricity fields and projected 
the Yemen: ride's request to 
acquire JEA expertise in 


matters related to privatisa- 
tion. training of personnel 
and administrative develop- 
ment. 

He said the two sides also 
reviewed progress in a pro- 
ject to link the grids of Taez 
and Aden, two cities in 
Yemen. The project is being 
supervised by JEA engi- 
neers. 


Government, investors discuss 
of delay in Dead Sea land 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment and potential investors 
held a meeting on Sunday to 
review the delays and prob- 
lems Impeding the use of 
state-owned land on the 
shore of the Dead Sea for 
tourism projects. 

The meeting, the third of 
its kind after the government 
invited project proposals 
from investors, reviewed the 
status of applications for 
leasing land. 

The meeting decided to 
extend until Aug. 31 a dead- 
line for investors to submit 
additional details of projects 
and to reduce leasing fees. 

Instead of JD 2,500 per 
dunum per year, the lease 
was reduced to JD 1,000. 

But investors said they still 
hope that the government 
would further reduce it or 
allow yearly payments 
instead of the sought-for 
bulk payment for 10 years in 
advance. 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Saleh Irsheidat, who 
chaired the meeting, said the 
delay in finalising the appli- 
cations so far was mainly 


due to the slow formation of 
what he described as a com- 
prehensive national strategy 
for tourism in the country’. * 

"The development of the 
eastern shores of the Dead 
Sea should be compatible 
with that of the Aqaba area" 
on the Red Sea. the minister 
told the meeting. 

He expressed hope that 
Sunday's meeting will be the 
"last but one" before the 
issue is streamlined. 

More than 60 project pro- 
posals — for hotels, health 
spas, recreation centres and 
other facilities for tourists -- 
have been submitted to the 
Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA), which owns most of 
the land on the eastern shore 
of the Dead Sea. 

Some of the proposals 
were submitted more than 
one year ago. and com- 
plaints were heard before 
Sunday's meeting that little 
logic could be found to 
explain the delay. 

The area under immediate 
consideration is about four- 
square-kilometers, and 
many questioned why it was 
taking so long for the 
authorities to study the pro- 
posals. 

Rassam Kofash, who has 


submitted two proposals - 
one for a JD 2 million 
tourism village and other for 
a JD 1 million floating 
restaurant — said he was 
frustrated by the delay. 

"We already own the seven 
dunums of land where we 
plan to build the JD 2 mil- 
lion tourism village," Mr. 
Kofash said. 

As such, he noted, his 
application was not for Ieas- 
ing/buying stare-owned 
land, but for approval of the 
project. 

Referring to the govern- 
ment’s argument that infra- 
structure services, mainly 
water and power, were not 
immediately available in 
some of the areas, Mr. 
Kofash said his firm, Jordan 
Tourism Village Company, 
could easily arrange these 
facilities on its own. 

"We have built our own 
access road to the tourism 
village," said Mr. Kofash. 
"We are ready to bring in our 
own generator for power and 
make own arrangements for 
water." 

"If the delay in approving 
the projects continues, then 
there will be perhaps one 
howl and restaurant in the 


area after three years." he 
told the Jordan Times sar- 
castically. 

A representative from a 
local consulting company, 
Huni Haki, which conduct-id 
a study -on -developing the 
Dead Sea shore in partner- 
ship with a French firm, also 
addressed the meeting, out- 
lining perceptions of devel- 
opment projects and the 
related advantages and dis- 
advantages. 

Mr.Haki said it was a mis- 
taken view that rhe western 
(Israeli) shore of the Dead 
Sea was well developed and 
offered the best of services 
to iourists. who mostly flock 
there for therapeutic treat- 
ment. 

Israeli hotels are located 
two kilometres from the sea 
shore and people have diffi- 
culty getting to the beach- 
front from the hotels, he 
said. 

Access roads are not good, 
and Israel does not have 
enough hotel rooms either, 
he said. 

"On a scale of 10," in 
terms of proper facilities. 
"Jordan may have nine 
points and Israel ha> three," 
according to ihe consultant. 

Not many of die audience 


agreed with this view. 

They said in private that 
Israeli facilities were indeed 
better developed and organ- 
ised than Jordanian facili- 
ties. 

Another potential investor, 
who did not want to be iden- 
tified, criticised the authori- 
ties for "complicating the 
process" by asking for 
details that could not be 
provided until after projects 
are implemented. 

Furthermore, demands for 
a deposit of five percent of 
the project cost and a "letter 
of comfort" from a bank 
simply did not make sense 
because the actual cost of 
the land — an essential com- 
ponent of the project cost — 
has not been determined, 
noted the investor. 

Another.point of criticism 
was why the Jordan Valley 
Authority is handling the 
issue rather than the Min- 
istry’ of Tourism. 

"The Ministry of Tourism 
has a belter sense of what it 
takes to develop tourism and 
related infrastructure," said 
the investor. "We fail to see 
where the Jordan Valley 
Authority comes in." 


JWA announces annual 
literary contest 


Amman (J.T.) — The Jor- 
danian Writers' Association 
(JWA) announced its fifth 
annual literary competition 
which will accept literary 
entries from individuals 
until the end of the year. . 

The competition, designed 
to discover talented writers 
18 years old and over, is 
open to Jordanians only. 

Applicants are invited to 
submit their plays, short sto- 
ries, poetry, children's litera- 
ture, and novels in Arabic. 

According to association 
spokesperson Basel 

Rafae’ah, works are not lim- 
ited in length, “because it is 
difficult to limit creativity.” 
Mr. Rafae'ah said that not 
even short stories will be 
required to have a limit. 

The works will be judged 
jby a secret committee of 
five people, who are also 
members of the association, 
Mr. Rafae'ah said . 

Mr. Rafae'ah added that he 
personally oversees the pub- 
lication of the works of the 
three winners of the contest 
in the weekly cultural sec- 
tion of Al Ra'i Arabic daily. 

Winning does not mean 


automatic membership in 
the association, according 
to Mr. Rafae'ah, but the writ- 
ers will remain “in touch” 
with the administrative com- 
mittee in the association to 
allow them the opportunity 
to participate in seminars 
held locally and abroad 

The grand prize winner 
will receive JD 100, second 
prize is JD 50, and thud 
prize is a collection of asso- 
ciation books. 

The prize money is sym- 
bolic, Mr. Rafae’ah said, 
adding that the winner gets 
the benefit of being judged a 
writer by the most promi- 
nent cultural institution in 
the country. 

In 1993, according to Mr. 
Rafae’ah, Jordanian writer 
Mufleh Adwan won first 
prize in this competition and 
went on to win rhe Mah- 
moud Taymour prize organ- 
ised by the Higher Council 
for Culture in Egypt. 

The number of partici- 
pants for this year's event is 
expected to be between 2(H)- 
300 competitors, half of 
whom are women, Mr 
Rafae'ah added. 


4 international firms show 
interest in oil exploration 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Four 
international oil companies 
have said they are interested 
in studying the prospect of 
entering into oil exploration 
projects in Jordan, the Nai- 
ural Resources Authority 
(NRA) Director General 
Fakhri Daghestani Sunday 
said. 

Dr. Daghestani declined to 
reveal the names of the four 
companies bm said that his 
department was hoping to 
start negotiations on a pro- 
duction sharing agreement 
with at least one of these 
companies before the end of 
the year. 

Minister of Energy and 


Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwazeh said in April that 
Jordan was ready to offer 
attractive terms to foreign 
companies interested "in 
exploring for oil in the King- 
dom. 

In his statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. 
Sunday Dr. Daghestani said 
that the NRA has already 
signed signed ,a memoran- 
dum of understanding with 
Petronas, a government- 
owned Malaysian company, 
to conduct joint siudies with 
the NRA in several regions 
in the northern pans of the 
country on the feasibility of 
prospecting for oil in those 


area. 

He said that the NRA also 
received a bid from another 
international company seek- 
ing :o conduct natural gas 
exploration studies again in 
northern Jordan. 

Dr. Daghestani said that 
the average cost of such geo- 
physical studies is $500,000. 
The arrangements that Jor- 
dan would be seeking would 
stipulate that the company 
conducting the study w’ould 
bear the costs, he said. 

He added lhai no final 
agreement on oil prospect- 
ing can be reached without 
approval from the Council 
of Ministers. 


Lebanon seeks more trade with Jordan 


BEIRUT iPetraj — 
Lebanese Minister of Econ- 
omy and Trade Yassin Jaber 
Sunday described his coun- 
try's trade exchanges with 
Jordan as progressing well 
and stressed that Lebanon 
was seeking economic inte- 
gration with Jordan and 
Syria. 


The Lebanese minister 
said that Lebanon was trying 
to promote trade exchanges 
with Jordan and adjust the 
balance of trade with the 
Kingdom which is currently 
in favour of Jordan. Accord- 
ing to 1994 statistics, ihe 
minister said. Jordan sold 
Lebanon products worth 


S28.2 million . while 
Lebanon bought $22.85 mil- 
lion in Jordanian goods. 

Mr. Jaber said that 
Lebanon w’as seeking to 
arrange a Jordan ian- 
Lebanese meeting at minis- 
terial levels io discuss 
means of encouraging eco- 
nomic cooperation.' 
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Taiwan shows off air power as 
thousands demand reunification 


TAIPEI (Agencies) — 
Taiwan showed off its air 
force Sunday in a bid to boost 
public confidence amid right- 
wing protests and a newspap- 
er report that China is plan- 
ning a third military drill of 
the kind that prompted the 
current crisis. 

Thousands of right-wing 
protesters marched through 
the capital demanding reuni- 
fication with the mainland 
from which the island split in 
1949. Some called for Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui to resign. 

Just days after China 
announced a second round of 
missile drills set for this week 
off Taiwan’s north coast, the 
Taiwan military made sun* its 
celebrations of Air Force 
Day, which falls Aug. 14, 
were widely broadcast on TV 
and radio. 

Some 50,000 civilians 
gathered at the Chingchuank- 
ang air base in the central city 
of Taichung to witness de- 
monstrations of battle tactics 
and flying stunts and inspect 
hardware, the air force head- 
quarters said. 

“Like the government’s in- 
vestment rescue package, to 
boost the plunging stock mar- 
ket, the air show was more or 
less intended to increase pub- 
lic confidence," said Hu Fu, 
professor of political science 
at National Taiwan Oniversi- 

ty. 

On Thursday, China 
announced it would follow its 
week-long drills in July with a 
series of missile tests from. 
Aug. 15-25 off Taiwan’, send- 


ing the local stock exchange 
into free fall. 

As the stock market index 
dropped more than 200 
points Friday, the govern- 
ment announced a string of 
measures to channel money 
into the bourse to stabilise it. 

On Sunday the United 
Evening News, quoting an 
unnamed official, said China 
would hold a third round of 
military maneouvres next 
month. 

The official, a member of 
the Mainland Affairs Council 
which sets policy towards 
China, did not say whether 
the new drill would involve 
missiles or give exact dates. 

But he noted that the coun- 
cil had accurately predicted 
the second round of missile 
tests before China announced 
it Thursday. 

The council believes both 
the officially-announced mis- 
sile drills are aimed at ruining 
President Lee's chances of 
feelection in elections sche- 
duled for next March. 

• “The Chinese communists 
do not want Lee to be 
reelected next year because 
they think Lee is leading the 
pro-independence trend' in 
Taiwan,” said Mr. Hu. 

He said that by beefing up 
its military presence and 
shaking the stock exchange in 
the hope that business people 
and other locals here will put 
pressure on Mr. Lee. 

That effect was apparently 
fell Sunday as the thousands 
of anti-independence suppor- 
ters marched down Taipei’s 


streets, among them former 
prime' minister Hau Pei-Tsun 
and former parliamentary 
speaker Liang Su-Jung. both 
members of Mr. Lee’s ruling 
Kuomintang party. 

Mr. Hau is the party's vice- 
■ chairman and Mr. Liang is a 
presidential advisor. The par- 
ty is due to nominate its 
presidential candidate at the 
end of this month! 

Police estimated the num- 
ber of protesters as 7.000, but 
organisers claimed they had 
50,000 people on the streets. 

“Lee Teng-Hui is the 
source of chaos in Taiwan," 
said Feng Hu-Hsiang, execu- 
tive secretary of the Alliance 
for Democratic Reform, one 
of the protest orgnisers. 

“Because of his pro- 
independence stance, the 
Chinese communists have 
stepped up their missile 
threats against Taiwan Mr. 
Feng said. 

China blasts U.S. 

In another development, 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin attacked the United 
• States saying Washington was 
to blame for strained bilateral 
ties and said Beijing would 
not stop nuclear testing, a 
Japanese daily reported on 
Sunday. 

In an interview with the 
Asahi Shimbun. Mr. Jiang 
said that the “full blame (for 
deteriorating ties) lay with 
the United States." 

Tip* with Washington have 


Seoul resumes rice aid to N. 
Korea after release of ship 


SEOUL (Agencies) — £outh 
Korea resumed rice ship- 
ments to the rival North on 
Sunday after Pyongyang re- 
leased a Southern rice-aid 
ship and its crew following 
three days of talks in Beijing. 
South Korean officials said. 

Officials from the two 
countries were also meeting 
to set a schedule for a new 
round of rice talks which 
when first held last June 
marked the first official bi- 
lateral contact since the death 
of the North's leader Kim 
IJ-Sung in July 1994. 

“The two sides are meeting 
to set a date for the third 
round of rice talks. We hope 
to resume contact with the 
North.” said an official at the 
Unification -Ministry here. 

He said Kim Hyung-Ki. 
assistant minister for in- 
formation and analysis, 
would remain in Beijing for a 
few more days. 

The Stalinist North re- 
leased the 9. 400-tonne ship 
and its 21 crew on Sunday 
morning after Mr. Kim 
reached an agreement with 
the North late on Saturday. 

The ministry spokesman 
said the Samsun Venus would 
reach the southeastern port 
of Pohang around 3 p.m. 
(0600 GtvfT) on Monday. 

After the release was 
made. South Korea resumed 
rice shipments to the- North 
which were halted because of 
the incident. 

The 1 1 ,365-tonne freighter 
and its 21-member crew were 


expected to arrive at North 
Korea’s Nampo Port on 
Tuesday, said an official at 
the Korea Maritime and Fort 
Authority. 

The Samsun Venus was 
held by the North after Pyon- 
gyang said • a sailor, Lee 
Yang-Chon, took photo- 
graphs of Chongjin Port, 
where the ship had docked to 
unload 5,000 tonnes of free 
rice. 

South Korea expressed re- 
gret over the incident and 
assured the North it would 
not happen again. Seoul also 
agreed to resume rice aid to 
the North as earlier sche- 
duled. 

Under an accord signed in 
Beijing last June,' South 
Korea is supplying 150,000 
tonnes of free rice to the 
North to ease what Seoul says 
is a chronic food shortage and 
to improve ties. Half has 
been shipped to the North 
already. 

A third round of talks had 
been scheduled for last 
Thursday but the North 
abruptly cancelled the talks 
one day before because of the 
incident. 

The Unification Ministry 
official told Reuters the thud 
round of talks was unlikely to 
focus on the rice issue. 

Instead the talks would 
cover the release of another 
trawler and its eight-man 
crew, seized by a North Ko- 
rean patrol boat off the west 
coast of the peninsula in 


May, he said. 

South Korea will also ask 
for the release of a Southern 
pastor. An Seung-Yoon. who 
had been on missionary duty 
in China before being taken 
to the North against his will. ■ 
Pyongyang says Pastor. Ah de- 
fected. 

At the talks, the North was 
expected jo protest against 
Seoul’s arrest of the widow of 
a leading dissident for an 
unauthorised trip to the com- 
munist North. 

“Then the North will bring 
up the subject of Park Yong- 
Gil,” the ministry official 
said. • 

Ms, Park is widow of Moon 
Ik-Hwan, one of the.South's 
best known dissidents. 

Pyongyang, has .warned 4f 
South Korea prosecuted Ms. 
Park, it would have an irre- 
vocable effect on relations 
between the two Koreas. still 
technically at war since their 
1950-53 conflict. 

Seoul officials hope the 
rice talks would lead to regu- 
lar high-level talks to discuss 
detente on the divided Ko- 
rean Peninsula. 

Demonstrations in Seoul 

Riot police launched a 
massive tear gas attack Sun- 
day on some 2,000 radicals 
who occupied the streets of 
central Seoul to demand the 
indictment of two former 
South Korean presidents in- 
volved in a 1979 coup. 


been seriously strained over 
the Taiwanese President’s 
visit to the United States in 
June and China's detention 
of U.S. human rights activist 
Harry Wu. 

Beijing has sharply criti- 
cised Washington for allow- 
ing Mr. Lee's private trip, 
claiming it was a violation of 
U.S. policy to only recognise 
one China. Washington has 
reaffirmed its one-China poli- 
cy in a bid to reassure Beij- 
ing. 

China resumed nuclear 
testing May 15 provoking 
worldwide protests. Japan 
and other nations have been 
closely watching whether 
Beijing planned to conduct 
more tests. 

Mr. Jiang said- that China 
did not plan to stop tests until 
a global treaty banning nuc- 
lear blasts goes into effect. 

The Asahi Shimbun 
quoted the Chinese leader as 
saying Beijing “will stop 
(nuclear tests) after the Com- 
prehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT ) goe s into effect." 

The CTBT is now being 
negotiated for possible con- 
clusion in 1996. 

Mr. Jiang told the 
Japanese daily China's nuc- 
lear tests are not targetted at, 
or are meant to threaten, any 
country. 

He also said that China 
would not renounce the use 
of force dgainst Taiwan, 
claiming that such a pledge 
would prevent the island's 
peaceful reunification with 
the mainland. 

Mahathir: 
West more 
corrupt 
than Asia 

KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP) — Prime 
Minister Mahathir Moham- 
mad has strongly criticised an 
American news report listing 
Malaysia, China, Indonesia, 
Thailand and the Philippines 
among the most corrupt 
Asian nations, it was re- 
ported Saturday. 

“They (in the West) only 
see other people as cor- 
rupted. But if they were to , 
look in the mirror they^ will 
see they are more dirty," the 
Star daily quoted Mr. 
Mahathir as saying. 

Mr. Mahathir, who has 
been a strong critic of the 
West since .he became prime 
minister in 1981, was quoted 
as saying Westerners axe ra- 
cial supremacists who can 
only perceive non-Western 
governments as corrupt. 

He spoke Friday in Pedu, , 
350 kilometres northwest of ' 
Kuala Lumpur in response to 
reporters' questions about re- 
cent Fortune magazine report 
headed “Asia-corrupt- ■ 
ometre.” 

The magazine rated cor- 
ruption in Asia on a 1-10 
scale, placing China and In- 
donesia at the top with 7.31, 
followed by India at 7, the ’ 
Philippines at 6.59, Thailand ; 
with 5.88 Malaysia with 4.64. 


U.S. presidential candidates 
court Ross Perot's followers 


DALLAS (R) — A parade of 
U.S. presidential candidates 
on Saturday portrayed them- 
selves as soldiers in Ross 
Perot’s battle against the 
political status quo, assuring" 
Mr. Perot's followers they 
had the power to make signi- 
ficant change. 

“Our time is coming, our 
time is coming," shouted Re- 
publican political commenta- 
tor Pat Buchanan, who was 
also a candidate in 1992. “I 
can’t do it without you. I 
need your help. We will take 
back Washington, D.C.. and 
we wtll'take back America 
for the things we believe in." 

“Go Pat go.” Chanted the 
audience of roughly 5,000 
members of Mr. Perot's Un- 
ited We Stand America 
(UWSA) political organisa- 
tion. 

Former Tennessee Gov- 
ernor Lamar Alexander, 
another Republican pres-, 
Idential candidate, said • he 
accepted Mr. Perot’s invita- 
tion to address the three-day- 
convention in Dallas “be- 
cause the revolution has got- . 
ten stuck.” 

“We should end Washing- 
ton’s involvement m wel- 
fare," Mr. Alexander said. 
“That's how the revolution 



' Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole (left) and wife Elizabeth 
react as United We Stand America founder Ross Perot comments on 
,Mr. Dole's speech (AFP. photo) 


gets unstuck." 

We’ve got a lot of prob- 
lems," he said. “But we have 
more opportunity to change 
them than any other country 
in the world.” 

The crowd of mostly white. • 
over-50 Perot supporters 
came to Dallas from all 50 
states at their own expense to 
push for government change. 
“I do not care so much 


about who runs for presi- 
dent.” said Ken Ogle, a 
UWSA member from Dallas. 
“But I want the budget ba- 
lanced by 2002. the welfare 
corrected, term limits on 
officeholders and restructur- 
ing the tax code.” 

“I do not want to hear 
about who slept with whom 
or who used what drugs in 


college," Mr. Ogle said- “I 
just want to get the country 
back on track.” 

Mr. Perot, a Texas bil- 
lionaire who bankrolled his 
own independent presidential 
bid in 1992, said his goal for 
the conference was to edu- 
cate voters so that they "can- i 
not be manipulated" by cam-j 
paign spin tactics. • 1 



Rioters in Londonerry burl bottles at the police after disturbances 
.erupted over an Apprentice Boys parade Saturday (AFP photo) ' 


Tension mounts in run-up to 
IRA ceasefire anniversary 


BELFAST (AFP) — Tension 
mounted in Northern Ireland 
Sunday following the worst 
weekend of violence in nearly 
■a year and as the anniversary 
<>f the Irish Republican. 
Army’s cea'se-fei-re 
approached. * * 

About 30 people were in- 
jured Saturday in clashes that 
broke out as the Loyalist 
marching season started, in 
Belfast and in Londonderry. 

Some of the marches went 
through>or near Catholic dis- 
tricts, which the nationalist 
community saw as a “pro- 
vocation." 

On several occasions, lead- 
ers of Sinn Fein — the politic- 
al wing of the Irish Republi- 
can Army (IRA) — asked the 
march organisers and the 
police not to allow marchers 
to pass through areas where it • 
was clear they would not be 
welcome. 

The worst dashes took 
place Saturday on the 
Ormeau Road in Belfast, 
where police fired plastic bul- 
lets at Catholic protestors 
throwing bottles, bricks and 
stones at them. Ten demon- 
strators and 12 police officers 
were injured. 

The violence broke out as 
police tried to clear a way for 
30 Loyalist marchers to pass 
through the Catholic district. 
The march finally went 
ahead. 

In Londonderry, Protes- 
tant marches passed off 
peacefully during the day. 


despite a sitdown protest by 
Catholic demonstrators. 

But police said that in the 
evening, youths from the 
Catholic district of Bogside 
clashed -with officers, causing 
“a few" injuries. 

The violence comes less 
than three weeks before the 
first anniversary of the IRA 
ceasefire which helped 
launch the peace process in 
Northern Ireland. 

After Saturday’s unrest in 
Belfast, Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams accused Lon- 
don of having strangled the 
peace process, which he said 
could only make the situation 
worse. 

He announced a peaceful 
demonstration Sunday in 
protest at Saturday's police 
action. 

“It is the British govern: 
ment policy which deter- 
mined the violent outcome of 
this morning's events,” be 
said in a statement, accusing 
London of “strangling - the 
peace process.”. 

He added: “London can- 
not divorce itself from the 
sectarian policy decisions of 
.the RUC (Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary, the local police 
force) and by its failure to 
engage in the peace process it 
is encouraging the intransi- 
gent and triumphalist be- 
haviour of the Unionist." 

Sinn Fein denounced the 
government for dragging. its 
feet over the peace process 
by refusing.to organise multi- 


party talks on the future of 
the province as soon as possi- 
ble. 

But the British government 
has rejected this option until 
the IRA makes concrete 
- moves towards disarming, a 
precondition rejected by Re- 
publican leaders who enjoy 
the support of Albert 
Reynolds, the former prime 
minister of Ireland. 

As Irish premier, he signed 
the Anglo-Irish peace agree - 1 
ment with British Prime , 
•Minister John Major.in Uls- 
ter in December 1993 — a; 
crucial stage in the peace 
process. 

Mr. Reynolds said the 
question of IRA disarma- 
ment had not been discussed 
before that agreement had 
been signed, and if it had 
been, he* would not have 
signed. 

For their part, the Protes- 
tant community takes the 
. weekend's violence as a sign 
that the IRA is on the point 
of gradually returning to vio- 
lence. 

They fear that contrary to 
the statements of republican 
leaders, the Republican and 
Catholic community is not 
ready to recognise their 
rights. 

Unionist member of parlia- 
ment and pastor William 
McGrea said the nationalists' 
opposition to the Protestant 
marches proved, “they have 
no intention of awarding par- 
ity of esteem to Unionists." 


Former tobacco lobbyist 
warns against teen smoking 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton re- 
newed his campaign against 
reen smoking in the United 
Slates on Saturday, introduc- 
ing a former cigarette com- 
pany" executive who told a 
national* radio audience: “In 
my lungs and throat where 
the smoke used to be, there is 
a cancer that is killing me.'.’ 

Vietor Crawford, a former 
tobacco industry lobbyist 
now employed by the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society, bol- 
stered Mr. Clinton’s argu- 
ment that the industry uses 
advertising to create the kind 
of glamorous images and 
peeF pressure that lure 
youngsters to cigarettes. 

“Kids, cigarettes are bad 
for you and they are killers." 
Mr. Crawford said. 

Mr. Crawford. 63. was a 
lobbyist for about five years 
in the late 1980s for the 
Tobacco Institute, the indus- 
try's voice at the Capitol. He 
also is a former Maryland 
state senator. 

“I was part of a well orga- 
nised campaign that depends 
on young people like you to 


think smoking V _ OK," he 
said. “We used any market- 
ing trick to make you want to 
smoke." 

Mr. Crawford said the 
tobacco campaign manipu- 
lated young people to press- 
ure their peers to smoke.’ 
“We did it all through adver- 
tising,” he said. 

He said he started smoking 
at age 13. 

“Now in my lungs and my 
throat where the smoke used 
to be there is a cancer that is 
killing me.” he said in a 
gravelly voice. “Don’t 
smoke.”' 

Mr. Clinton said he 
announced his anti-cigaretfe 
campaign this week because 
“we must act sternly and 
boldly to affirm our moral 
obligation." 

He said advertising aimed 
at young people creates mil- 
lions of new smokers, one 
third of whom will die of 
cancer and other smoking- 
related diseases. He said 
young people are “victims of 
billions of dollars of advertis- 
ing campaigns designed by 
psychologists.” 


“Some one has to stop this- 
that's why I decided to act,” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

His plan would ban 
cigarette vending machines, 
making cigarettes available 
only over the counter. It 
would forbid cigarette com- 
panies from sponsoring sport- 
ing events and advertising 
their brands on sportswear Ir 
would call for cigarette ads in 
magazines with a large teen 
readership to be printed only 
m black-and-white without 
the glamorous and sexy sym- 
bols intended to appeal to 
teen-agers. 

Cigarette companies also 
would be required to provide 
a $150 million fund to be used 
to discourage youths from 
smoking. 

Mr. Clinton noted that 
cigarette makers have 'sa?d 

they don f want to encourage 
teens to smoke, but q„^_ 

t X theywentt0 “urf 
to block his proposals 

Z , ^ ckdown " the p-' 


Grouse shortage • -a; 
hits ‘Glorious . . -jj 

Twelfth’ j 

■ ; \ 

LONDON (AFP) — Bri- - J 
tain's much touted grouse- - 
hunting season got underway 
on Saturday* bufshoots from > 
several parts of thp country : 
reported “disappointingly /,£ 
small numbers of birds offer- - 
ing themselves as W.-.;,#: 
The “Glorious Twelfth of 
August, which has been the- v; 
official date for Jhe start ^ -. 4 
the season ever since 1 773, - 

also saw the now-tradibonaL-^. 
clashes between hunters and 
animal rights protesters, ln ; .^ 
one of the worst incidents, on 
Stang Hope Moor in the ' 
county of North Yorkshire. ^ . 
nine people were arrested af- 
ter a fight between, would-be. - 
hunters and members of the 
League Against Cruel Sports, 
a hunt official said. “I heard * 
that scuffles broke out as a '% 

shooting party. Was moving,-^: 

from one moor to the next,’ 
she said. She added that the.**** 
hunt in the. region had been 'cj- 
“very good... There have •-.»? 
been plenty of grouse,” The - * 
picture was different in sever- Zt 
al other regions, however. 

The shoot in Wales ws re- 
ported to be disappointing, i 
and figures were also ex- '2/ 
pected to be low in southern ^ 
England. Hunting at many of - ^ 
the country’s 450 sites did not. 
in fact start at all, as officials - 
had derided to delay the start • "i 
of the seaspn due to-the lack . ■* 
of birds. Overall numbers q£ 
grouse have been dedining /in • ~ 
recent years, due to a series -A 
of harsh springs, and the - .. 
appearance of parasites . Un- - Z^ 
like its cousin the pheasant,^, 
another hunters’ favourite, 
the grouse cannot be reared . IS 
in captivity. ^2 

Chilean cooks 
bake 25-tonne :• 
cake 

. CURICO, Chile (R) — After - I 
two days baking, 10,000 eggs 
and nine tonnes of flour, ; 
Chilean cooks finished on - 
Saturday what they claimed ' 
was the world’s largest cake:. 
Assembled on a gymnasium- 
floor, the round cake •-.[ 
weighed 25 tonnes, measured 2Lr 
30 feet (10 metres) across and 
had a mixture of flavours 
including coconut, orange . 
and honey. Organisers .of the.-. , 
project, financed by a local 
supermarket chain, said thty> 
wouid seek certification framr 
the Guinness Book of World! 1 
Records to get their cake into' \i 
‘the book’s next edition, -~r; 
'Cooks in^this southern Cfct 
lean town -made the giant 
pastry in local bakeries dirr- fir- 
ing round-the-clock shifts. . ^ 
After finishing it early on 
Saturday, they photographed- rJj 
the cake and then invited'. 
locals to dig in and enjpy 
their creation. **. 

Italian men < 

cringe when £ 
exposed to 
naked reality . ^ 

ROME (AP) — When is it' . * 
rude to shoot a nude? For 
Italian men, it seems the line 
is crossed when the camera 
turns in their direction. A.’^t 
peculiar ruckus has flared in jg 
the Italian media after the ‘ 
Paparazzi Pack decided toy- 
become man hunters. Shots V 
of male politicians and per- :'L 
formers caught with tbeir 7 *•’ 
pants down have led to highly.:^ 
earnest discussions about '2 
privacy and propriety in a j 
country where surreptitious- * 
photos of naked women are a , 
summertime fixture in the v 
press. Author Umberto Eco "" 
skewered the “serious ■* 
media" for running the " 
photos of naked male celebri- 

“They are iifce moralists t 
who are surprised in a boideh ' 
lo and say they are there jusi-%* 
to view the low life of the 
^orld,” he wrote in the latest ' 

I issue of L'Espresso, winch vr - 
did not share Eco’s distress.. 
m same issue, it reprinted fi 
a shot of a political party -t*- 
leader, Pierferdinando casini. ^ 1 
i naked and diying himself %' 
wtn a towel aboard a yacht. 

I want to see all the papar-’.sri 
iff 1 **} cemetery,” said - 
-te evision game show ha*Vr 
Alberto Casta gna, whowas-&i 
Photographed changing into*- 

^bathing suit. Otherunco- 

verwl subjects include: Actor# 

7° urinating- 

P° lllJcaI adviser;:* ; 
sunning ob~£ 
M™? 1 S®? ,n ski mpy shorts .j w, 

j he phot0s have S 

geared in Italy’s dique 

ziiJ? ? e k rit y-driven mag*-^. 

But many have bcof£ 
|*P" nt ed in newspapers ante 

«iuL™ a8aaf ies — * » ** * 

S5 fic ?» of some women 

•T?r“S; d ? ^ role reversing . 

r a ? e first time it’s mti^A 
“Fo/rtJ’f 55 Eleonora Giorgf^^ 
an* ♦u” ,ts a new things 

fiLftfi- npset 3-V- 

powerful 
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Russia gets tough in Chechen peace talks 

'Chechens foil attempt to assassinate Dudayev ' 


GROZNY (R) — Two Rus- 
sian ministers joined peace 
talks in breakaway 
Chechenya Sunday, threaten- 
ing to take a tough line with 
the rebels who they accused 
of ignoring a military deal. 

Chechen rebels alleged 
they had foiled an attempt to 
assassinate separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, saying 
the Russians were trying to 
upset the peace process. 

Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov flew to the southern 
region Saturday to help 
Nationalities Minister 


Dudayev is so far negligible,” 
Mr. Mikhailov said on his 


.way into talks in the regional 


capital Grozny. 
The deal, me; 


The deal, meant to provide 
for the disarmament of the 
rebels in return for a partial 
withdrawal of Russian forces 
sent to Chechenya in Decem- 
ber, has so far had little 
practical effect. 


Vyacheslav Mikhailov and 
other Russian defecates nush 


Chechen rebels, pushed to 
the mountains of southern 
Russia in six months of fight- 
ing, have treated it as a vic- 
tory while largely refusing to 
give up their arms. 


other Russian delegates push 
forward implementation of a 
military deal reached two 
weeks ago. 

“The Russian side inrends 


Taking advantage of a 
shaky ceasefire, they now 


to take a tough position, be- 
cause tbe fulfilment of the 


agreement by supporters of 
rebel leader Dzhokhar 


ride past Russian checkpoints 
on the lowlands of the tiny 
regjon cocking a snook at 
frustrated troops. 

In what appeared to be 
more an attempt to appease 
that frustration than a real 


threat to restart the conflict. 
Mr. Kulikov said the rebels 
would have to disarm. 

“if the Chechen side insists 
that the regular army of the 
republic does not disarm, we 
will unilaterally continue to 
disarm Mr. Dudayev’s illegal 
armed formations’ by force," 
he told ITAR-TASS agency 
Saturday evening. 

Chechen rebels alleged 
they had foiled an attempt to 
assassinate their president, 
who unilaterally declared 
Chechenya independent in 
1991 and is now on the run 
from the Russians in the 
mountains of the north 
Caucacus region. 


Hamad Kurbanov, who 
says he is Mr. Dudayev’s 
personal representative in the 
Russian Federation, told re- 
porters his Japanese jeep had 
been loaded with a huge re- 


mote control bomb in anti- 
cipation Of an upcoming 
meeting with the rebel lead- 
er. 

Chechen fighters showed 
reporters the dark blue vehi- 
cle.. Under each of the seats 
were what apepared to be 
plastic- type explosives with 
wires sticking out. 

They also showed electrical 
devices which they say would 
have enabled Russian special 
service agents to track the 
vehicle from a helicopter and 
detonate it upon demand. 

“They were counting on 
me to go to meer the presi- 
dent in this car,*’ Mr. Kurba- 
nov said. “This was obviously 
an attempt on the president 
of the Chechen republic of 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. It is 
state terrorism on the part of 
Russia right at the time when 
the peace talks are going on.” 

He **id the vehicle was 


confiscated Aug. 4 by Rus- 
sian military officials at a 
checkpoint in 1 Roshni-Chu. 
60 kilometres southwest of 
Grozny, as he travelled to 
peace talks in the Chechen 
capital. 

Three days later, he said, it 
was returned to him by Rus- 
sian officials outside the mis- 
sion of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) where the 
talks are held. 


“We had information 
through our secret service 
char the vehicle was loaded 
with explosive equipment. It 
was also obvious from the 
fact that wherever I drove it, 
helicopters followed behind 
me." said Mr. Kurbanov. 

Russian delegates to the 
calks in Grozny were not 
immediately available for 
comment on the allegations. 


Murayama: Letter to Major was no apology 


POLLUTION ALERT: The Eiffel Tower basks in atmospheric 
pollution at mid-day Saturday. Automobile emissions reacting, 
with high temperatures and strong sunlight for several weeks 
again pushed the level of ozone into the danger zone, and a 
"Level-2" alert was broadcast for the capital region by 
authorities (AFP photo) 


TOKYO (R) — A row over . 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama’s feelings about 
Japan's World War II actions 
came full circle on Sunday 
when officials revealed he ' 
used the word “apology” in a 
letter to British Prime Minis- ' 
ter John Major. 

After a weekend of high 
emotion on the issue, the 
Japanese foreign ministry 
broke with tradition because 
of the furore and said public- 
ly for the first time that the 
private letter to Mr. Major 
did include the word “apolo- 
gy-" 

“We normally do not dis- 
close what is in a private 
letter," a foreign ministry 
official said. 

The dispute, only two days 
before the $0 anniversary of 
Japan's World War II surren- 
der, flared when the 
Japanese leader said Satur- 
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Ivorian president 
election code to 


says controversial 
remain in force 


ABIDJAN (R) — President 
Henri Konan Bedie, on a 
• charm offensive in Muslim 
regions of Ivory Coast ahead 
of elections starting in Octo- 
ber, has said a disputed elec- 
'-oral code is here to stay. 

Mr. Bedie ended a trip’ to 
mainly Muslim towns in the 
west on Saturday with a 
speech denouncing attacks on 
the code by his rivals, includ- 
ing Muslim ex-Prime Minis- 
ter Alassane Ouattara. 

“The electoral code is 
simply the stria application 
of the constitution," Mr. Be- 
die said in the western town 
of Mankono. 

“The electoral code in 
force is a case which is dosed 
for the whole nation, a closed 
case which is in faa an ardent 
obligation for rbe citizens ; of 
our country," he added. 

He did not, however, ex- 
plicitly rule out minor 
changes. 

State television broadcast 
Bedie’s comments on Satur- 
dya after his return to the 
business capital Abidjan. 

The outgoing parliament, 
where Mr. Bedie’s Democra- 
tic Party has an overwhelm- 


ing majority, approved the 
code in December. 

Critics say it was conceived 
to stop Mr. Ouattara stand- 
ing. 

Mr. Ouattara himself de- 
scribes the code as “ini- 
quitous” and says it rules him 
out of the Oct. 22 presiden- 
tial election. 

A Washington-based depu- 
ty managing director of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), he lost a brief tussle 
with Mr. Bedie to succeed 
veteran President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny. 

Mr. Bedie, national assem- 
bly speaker when Mr. 
Houphouet-Boigny died in 
1993, took over under the 
terms of the constitution. 

Mr. Bedie, who will be 
formally chosen as his party's 
candidate in two weeks, is 
anxious to become elected 
president. 

Tf Mr. Ouattara does not 
stand, his main rival will be 
veteran opposition politician 
Laurent Abagbo of the left- 
leaning Ivorian Popular 
Front (FPI), who lost to Mr. 
Houphouet-Boigny in 1990 in 
the country’s first multi-party 


presidential eleaion. 

Mr. Bedie support groups 
have mushroomed across the 
country. Stare television reg- 
ularly features reports on 
them. 

Mr. Bedie himself has been 
touring Ivory Coast explain- 
ing his government’s policies, 
outlining benefits for the 
country and individual re- 
gions and pledging to look at 
grievances. 


Mr. Ouattara, who re- 
turned to Ivory Coast on 
Thursday for a holiday, is 
under intense pressure to 
stand for president. 


The Rally of the Republi- 
cans (RDR), a centrist splin- 
ter group from Mr. Bedie 's 
party, has named him as its 
candidate. 

He says he is willing to 
stand but that the code's re- 
quirement of five years con- 
tinuous residence before an 
eleaion prevents him. He 


He has repeatedly stressed 
the need for social harmony if 
the country is to enjoy the 
fruits of an economic recov- 


says he is not 


ot prepared 
break the law, adding that he 


ery taking shape after the 
January 1994 devaluation of 
the CFA franc used in much 
of Francophone Africa. 

Ivory Coast, which is slip- 
: ped into reccssionjn the late 
1980s, predias growth of 
over six per cent in 1995. 


can stand only if the code is 
amended. 


In Mankono on Saturday, 
Mr. Bedie said the eleaorai 
code had been thoroughly 
debated and democratically 
approved and urged his 
listeners to resist or ignore 
what he called the “intellec- 
tually dishonest" campaign 
against it. 


The code has split the Mus- 
lim community, who make up 
about 10 per cent of the 
population of over 13 million. 
Some groups have de- 
nounced it, others have ral- 
lied to the government. 


Critics also oppose its 
nationality clauses. Candi- 
dates must be Ivorian by 
birth of Ivorian parents. They 
also demand an independent 
eleaorai commission to run 
the eleaions. 


Europeans continue 
beating up on France 
• over nuclear tests 


Zaire fed up with 
Rwandan refugees 


PARIS (AP) — Denmark’s 
Royal Theatre cancelled a 
Paris tour set for next month 
and Spanish demonstrators 
heckled two french naval 
ships Saturday to protest 
France's plans to resume nuc- 
lear rests. 

It was the latest in a fires- 
torm of opposition to Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac's plans 
to resume underground nuc- 
lear rests on French Polyne- 
sian Atolls in the South Paci- 
fic before signing a perma- 
nent tesr'ban next year. 


A growing number of 
countries have slapped 
France with economic 
boycotts, hoping to force it to 
scrap its plans to conduct 
seven or eight more blasts. 

The dircaor of the Danish 
Royal Theatre, Micheal Mor- 
tensen, said Saturday he. 
spiked the tour of opera and 
ballet events after consulting 
With the party of Prime 
Minister Poul Nynip Ras- 
vmussen. The Danish premier 
rode a bicycle from 
Copenhagen to Paris earlier 
this month to protest 
France’s test plans. 

“It was no longer possible 
to continue to try to diffe- 


rentiate the justified political 
reaaions against the French 
nuclear tests from the cultu- 
ral intentions of this tour,'* 
Mr. Mqrtensen said. 

In the northwest Spain port 
of La Corogne, about 200 
protesters demonstrated next 
to two French military vessels 
docked there, police sources 
said. That demonstration was 
organised by several environ- 
mental groups. 

The protesters said in a_ 
statement that they feared 
new nuclear tests could des- 
tabilise the Atolls, “which 
already contain radioactivity 
equivalent to many times that 
which was released during 
the catastrophe of Cher- 
nobyl.” 

France has been testing 
nuclear weaponry in the 
South Pacific for more than 
30 years. By far the greatest 
number of tests came under 
Mr. Chirac's predecessor. 
Francois Mitterrand, who au- 
thorised Si explosions during 
his 14-year term before he 
announced a moratorium in 
1992. 

Charles de Gaulle, who 
brought France into the ato- 
mic age in 1960, authorised j 
30 test explosions. 1 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Zaire’s growing irritation 
with the more than one mil- 
lion Rwandan refugees 
camped in the rich eastern 
province of Kivu boiled over 
this week when the author- 
ities here blamed the murder 
of six Italian tourists on a 
refugee gang. 

The Italians, including two 
children of six and 11, were 
killed Sunday in cold blood in 
Virunga game park near the 
refugee camps around Goma, 
chief town of north Kivu. 

A spokesman for the prime 
minister said those responsi- 
ble belonged to armed and 
uniformed gangs which had 
been operating since the 
Rwandan Hutus fled into 
eastern Zaire a year ago. 


vu, capita! of south Kivu 100 
kilometres away. 

The "voluntary return" 
schemes mounted by the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees are “at a dead 
end," a UNHCR official 
admitted. 


In faa, the attempt to get 


people to return home to 
Rwanda of their own volition 


Rwanda of their own volition 
has turned out to be a fiasco, 
with never more than about 
450 a week deciding to move. 


If more attention had been 
paid to the likely repercus- 


Any volunteers for repat- 
riation face fierce intimida- 
tion from the Interahamwe, 
brutish militiamen behind the 
worst of last year’s massacres ■ 
of the Tutsi minority and 
Hutu moderates in Rwanda 
in which at least 500,000 peo- 
ple perished. 


sions on regional security of 
the prolonged presence of rhe 
refugees, such incidents as 


Sunday’s slayings could not 
have happened, the spokes- 


have happened, the spokes- 
man said. 

There are about 720,000 
refugees of the Hutu trite in 
the Goma camps and about 
350.000 in camps near Buka- 


The ' militiamen and rem- 
nants of the Hutu-dominated 
Rwandan armed forces who 
are in the camps tell people 
they must wait for the “big 
return,” when the Hutu harcU 
liners hope to be able to 
storm back and drive out the 
Tutsi-led Patriotic Front, the 
former rebel movement 
which took power a year ago. 


day the letter he sent to Mr. 
Major was not meant os an 
apology as described by Brit- 
ishgovemment officials. 

Tne comment set off anger 
and confusion among British 
war veterans who had already 
teen dismissive of reports 
that the letter expressed only 
“remorse and regret” for the 
treatment of prisoners of 
war. 


While debate raged in Bri- 
tain about what Mr. 


Murayama's letter meant, the 
issue passed with little con- 
troversy in the Japanese 
media which gave only brief 
reports on the faa that Mr. 
Murayama had written to 
Mr. Major and mentioned 
the war 

A foreign ministry official 
said the letter to Mr. Major, 
primarily intended to con- 
gratulate the British prime 
minister on his eleaion as 


55 neo-Nazis 
jailed for a 
week 


BERLIN (AP) — A judge 
ordered 55 neo-Nazis jailed 
for one week after police 
foiled the skinheads' 
attempts to mark the eighth 
anniversary of the death of 
Hitler deputy Rudolf Hess, 
authorities said Sunday. 

The neo-Nazi youths were 
rounded up by police as they 
tried to converge Saturday on 
a former East German army 
Training ground in Franken- 
berg, 160 kilometres south of 
Beilin, for a banned rally. 

A loudspeaker system, 
tables and benches had 
already been set up and 
police said they confiscated a 
large amount of alcohol. 

In an unusually harsh 
move, a judge in nearby 
Chemnitz placed 55 neo- 
Nazis in preventive detention 
until Aug. 21 — when the 
so-called “Rudolf Hess .ac- 
tion week” ends, said police 
shift supervisor Hans- Ulrich 
Boehme. In all, 73 neo-Nazis 
were arrested Saturday. 

Mr. Hess hanged himself in 
a Berlin prison Aug. 17, 1987 
at age 93. His family claims 
he was murdered and his 
death has inspired a cult 
among neo-Nazi youth. * 

On the anniversaiy of Mr. 
Hess’ death, German neo- 
Nazis traditionally play cat- 
and-mouse games with police 
as authorities attempt to foil 
rightists' efforts to hold ral- 
lies across the country. 

More sophisticated ex- 
tremists use cellular phones 
and computer bulletin board 
systems to organise. 

During Hess action week 
last year, neo-Nazis crossed 
the border into Luxembourg 
and rallied outside the Ger- 
man embassy, where about 
100 were arrested and de- 
ported. 

After a tip from German 
rail on Saturday. Chemnitz 
police said they arrested skin- 
heads between the ages of 15 
and 28 at area train starions, 
on rail cars and at the former 
Frankenberg training site it- 
self. 

They said the neo-Nazis ■ 
offered no resistance. 

The skinheads were ail , 
from the eastern state of Sax- 
ony — from Dresden, Baut- : 
zen and Chemnitz — and a 
large number of them have a 
history of criminal activity 
ranging from assault to dis- 
playing illegal Nazi symbols, : 
police said. 

A Saxony law, stria in 
comparison to most other 
German stares, allows police 
to keep people in preventive 
detention for up to two 
weeks. 


leader of the Conservative 
Party, was sent in Japanese, 
accompanied by an English 
translation. 

“The translation included 
the word "apology" to ex- 
press Japan's feelings,” the 
official told Reuters. 

“The true meaning of the 
prime minister's comments 
has failed to be properly com- 
municated," the official 
added. 

A spokeswoman for Mr. 
Major's office said Friday 
that the letter expressed Mr. 
Murayama's “profound re- 
morse for Japan's aaions in a 
certain period of the past 
which caused such unbear- 
able suffering and sorrow for 
so many people." 

But Mr. Major’s Downing 
Street office, which had 
hailed the letter as the first 
official written apology by a 
Japanese prime minister, was 


vague about what it actually 
meant. 

But a spokeswoman 
added: "The word apology is 
there." 

Mr. Murayama — while- 
acknowledging the letter had 
expressed profound remorse 
over Japanese treatment of 
British and other allied PoWs 
— told reporters that the 
letter had not been meant as 
an apology. 

“The letter was designed 
mainly to congratulate the 
reflection of Mr. Major as 
chief of the Conservative Par- 
ty," Mr. Murayama said. 

The foreign ministry offi- 
cial said the reference to the 
war in the letter — which his 
ministry had helped draft — 
was a repetition of what 
Japan’s then Prime Minister 
Morhiro Hosokawa told Mr. 
Major when he visited Tokyo 
in Seotember, 1993. 


The official said Mr. Hoso- 
kawa expressed "profound 
remorse and apologies for 
Japan’s action in the past that 
inflicted deep scars on so 
many people including pris- 
oners of war. 

Mr. Hosokawa was the 
first Japanese prime minister 
to clearly describe Japan's 
role in World War U as 
“aggressive" and “wrong." 

Japanese government lead- 
ers have used words such as 
“remorse.” “regret" and “re- 
flection," to acknowledge the 
wrong , decisions it made be- 
fore and during World War 

n. 


But no government leader 
has ever publicly “apolo-- 
gised”a for past misdeeds, an 
att that woudl anger right- 
wing activists as violating the 
honour of individual soldiers 
who fought in the war. 


India’s Rao plans another 
reshuffle to close ranks 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao is likely to reshuf- 
fle his cabinet in coming 
weeks to try to patch up his 
fractured Congress Party be- 
fore next year's polls, govern- 
ment officials and analysts 
said on Sunday. 

It would be the third 
reshuffle this year in a con- 
tinuing effort by Mr. Rao to 
keep rebellious party cadres 
in line. 

But Mr. Rao’s options 
appear to have narrowed, 
with some senior parry lead- 
ers virtually defying bis au- 
thority, they said. 

Home (interior) Minister 
Shankarrao Chavan, a con- 
fidant of Mr. Rao, has irked 
Congress members by attend- 
ing a birthday celebration in 
his honour thrown by the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and its 
ally Shiv Sena in Bombay. 

At least four cabinet minis- 
ters complained publicly that 
Mr. Chavan mixed with right- 
wing Hindu parties which are 
itching to throw Congress out 
of power and are considered 
antagonistic towards Mus- 
lims, a traditional Congress 
vote bank. 

“Chavan should not have 
gone to attend the function. 
It has greatly damaged the. 
party," Rajesh Pilot, second 
m command at the home 
ministry,, told the Asian Age 
newspaper. 

The newspaper said nearly 
50 Congress lawmakers had 


signed a note addressed to 
Mr. Rao demanding Mr. 
Chavan be called to task. 

Railways Minister C.K. 
Jaffer Sharief this month 
scoffed at efforts by Mr. Rao 
to draft senior leaders for 
party work ahead of general 
eleaions to be held by next 
June, saying the party was 
bound to lose Muslim votes if 
be was dropped from the 
cabinet. 

“Rao’s^ options are very 
limited now, the reason being 
within his own party a serious 
faction has developed in 
which veteran Congress lead- 
ers have combined against 
him.” Rai Singh, a political 
analyst and a former diplo- 
mat, told Reuters. 

Mr. Singh said Mr. Rao 
needed to counter the nexus 
that had developed between 
Mr. Sharief. Civil Aviation 
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad 
and Shared Pawar. a power- 
ful leader and Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra. India's most 
industrialised state. 


cabinet after the four-week 
monsoon session of parlia- 
ment, set to end Aug. 25. 

Pran Chopra, of the Cen- 
tre for Policy Research, said 
any reshuffle would probably 
be limited in scope. 

“I think Rao would like to 
avoid a large-scale reshuffle 
although he will keep dang- 
ling it before his party," Mr. 
Chopra said, noting Mr. Rao 
could lose leverage over par- ■ 
ty faithful if the reshuffle 
were so vast as to rule out 
subsequent tinkering. 

Mr. Rao last expanded his 
cabinet June 10. bringing in 
only three new ministers and 
leaving dozens of hopefuls 
still waiting. 


“The first option now is to 
reshuffle the council of minis- 
ters and drop Mr. Azad and 
Mr. Sharief who are openly 
challenging him," Mr. Singh 
said, adding that one of Mr. 
Rao’s foremost concerns be- 
fore elections was to appease 
minority Muslims. 


Compounding his woes. 
Congress rebels want to table 
a vote of no-confidence 
against Mr. Rao's govern- 
ment this month. 

The rebels are seeking sup- 
port from opposition parties. 
The breakaway faction says it 
has 15 lawmakers from Con- 
gress on -its. side, but it was 
not clear it would be able to 
garner the 50 votes needed to 
force a no-confidence vote. 


Government sources said 
Mr. Rao, under pressure, 
from up-and-coming Con- 
gress members, would prob- 
ably indua new faces into his 


Indian police last week 
used batons, water cannons 
and tear gas to halt a protest 
march by at least 20,000 sup- 
porters of the breakaway fac- 
tion, injuring at least 50 peo- 
ple including leader N.D. 
'Jjwari who was sent to hos- 
pital with high blood pressure 
after being sprayed by a wa- 
ter cannon. 


Police says body of Western 


hostage found in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR. India (AP) — 
A Kashmiri separatist group 
killed one of its five Western 
hostages, and his headless 
body was found Sunday with 
a note left by the militants, 
police said. 

The body identified as 
Hans Christian Ostro, 27. of 
Oslo, Norway, was disco- 
vered about 45 kilometres 
south of the tourist area 
where the five hostages were 
kidnapped in July. 

“We have killed the hos- 
tage because the government 
has failed to accept our de- 
mands,” said the note left by 
the A1 Faran militants, which 
has ordered India to release 
15 jailed rebels. India has 
refused. 

Mr. Ostro’s remains were 
found in Seer, a village in the 


Anantnag district of Jammu- 
Kashmir'Siaie, police said. 
United News of India re- 
ported that Mr. Ostro’s body 
and severed head were reco- 
vered separately at different 
places. No further informa- 
tion was immediately re- 
leased on how the body was 
found or bv whom. 


separatist uprising began in 
1989, although an Israeli was 
killed in a gunfighi when he 
resisted an abduction attempt 
in 1992. 


The top police sources told 
the Associated Press and In- 
dia’s two news agencies that 
the note' didn’t mention the 
four remaining captives: An 
American, two Britons and a 
German, The sources all 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 


His death came as India 
was preparing plans to hold 
local eleaions in Kashmir for 
the first time in eight years 
later this year. The latest 
violence was likely to in- 
crease international pressure 
on India to pursue a political 
settlement to the Kashmir 
dispute. 


Mr. Ostro was the first 
foreign hostage executed by 
Kashmiri militants since the 


Ram Mohan Rao, a 
spokesman of the Indian- 
controlled government in 
Jammu-Kashmir. refused to 
comment about the reported 
killing. He said the federal 
government may issue a 
statement later Sunday. 
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Refuge away from politics 


THE DEFECTION of Iraqi Minister of 
Industry General Hussein Kamel Hassan and 
. his entourage to Jordan has attracted, and 
j rightly so, immense political interest, here in 
Jordan, in Iraq itself and throughout the 
world. This is not the first time, however, 
that an important Arab national seeks refuge 
in another Arab country and probably will 
not be the last. In the absence of sufficient 
democratic institutions in the Arab World, 
many discontented officials rightly or wrong- 
ly resort to defection as a means of addres- 
sing their grievances whether genuine or not. 
What is needed, therefore, is a new under- 
standing whereby the receiving state does not 
pay a price for granting asylum-seekers 
I refuge within its borders, as indeed interna- 
tional law requires it to. 

Within the Arab framework especially, an 
Arab state that serves as host to refugees 
often becomes a suspect in the eyes of the 
country from which the asylum seekers 
come. Politicising the granting of a refugee 
| status*, though, should not be the ultimate 
consideration on the part of the affected 
countries. A generally satisfactory solution 
can be easily found if the whole issue of 
asylum is viewed in a strictly legal manner 
and away from the spotlight of politics. In 
the case of Gen. Hassan Jordan has neither 
asked for his defection nor encouraged him 
to come here. Jordanians were caught by 
surprise by the event just as much as the 
.Iraqis were. 

The latest episode in inter-Arab politics 
should make us reflect on the need to 
articulate a precise policy on refuge seekers 
and to apply it uniformly on all concerned 
people in an indiscriminate manner. The 
Arab World cannot follow double standards 
in this vein and must be consistent and fair 
under all circumstances. We cannot surren- 
der some refuge seekers or accept others in 
an arbitrary manner. Otherwise our coun- 
tries will continue to suffer from the state of 
mutual fears and suspicions that we have had 
to live with for many years now. 

Above all we must agree on a code of 
conduct under which acts of refuge taking or 
giving are not used for political purposes. 
The granting of asylum or refugee status to 
any person is a strictly humanitarian issue 
that should remain so at all times. 

With regard to Iraq in particular, the 
fallout from the defection of members of 
President Saddam’s own family could have 
serious repercussions on Iraq’s quest for 
easing the international sanctions. We do 
have a vested interest to promote the lifting 
of those sanctions and as a matter of fact 
Jordan has been trying its best to attain this 
objective out of concern for the Iraqi people 
who have suffered enough. It would thus be 
most unfortunate if Tuesday’s defection was 
allowed to be used as another reason for 
prolonging the Iraqi people’s torment and 
suffering. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


] JORDAN DOES not see any justification for tension in 
I relations with Iraq while Baghdad feels the same way and 
has openly declared its stand in the wake of the escape of a 
prominent Iraqi minister to the Kingdom, said Taher A! 
Adwan. a columnist in A1 Dustour. The Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister, Tareq Aziz has denied Western reports about 
alleged massing of Iraqi military forces near the border 
with Jordan and mocked at the rumours which he said are 
designed to ruin relations between the two Arab states, 
said^the writer. The American media’s attempt to stir 
trouble in the area, the writer said, is designed to justify the 
American stand with regard ro the continued sanctions on 
Baghdad. The writer said that there can be no danger 
poised to Jordan from Iraq but that the real danger lies in 
the American policies and Washington's persistence on 
harming the Iraqi people with total disregard to humanita- 
rian considerations. It is true that the situation in Iraq is 
very difficult and people are faring hardships, but this is all 
because of the continuation of the embargo and the 
Western nations' drive to destroy the Iraqi people, added 
the writer. He said Jordan can by no means strain its j 
relations with Iraq as it has no interest in doing 'so and it is 1 
clear that Iraq has the same feeling towards the Kingdom. 


BACKING a call by Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi for 
the creation of a public society to care for the archaeologic- 
al and historical sites in the Amman region, a columnist in 
AI Ra’i daily said that this is a very essential step required 
to help safeguard the national heritage. Nazih suggested 
that the Amman Municipality allocate JD 200,000 annually 
from its own budget for the purchase of old homes that 
bear the traditional architectural style as a first step 
towards achieving the aspired goal. . 


Human Rights File 


By Waleed Sa’di ^ 


Israeli practices weakening cause of peace 


AS WE continue to amend our laws so that they reflect 
faithfully our commitment under the peace treaty with 
Israel, we notice that the Rabin government is not doing 
the same to the extent necessary. A prime example of this 
incomplete translation of the pece accord between the two 
sides is the Israeli law entitled “the Implementation of the 
peace treaty between the State of Israel and the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, 1995." Article 6 (A) and (B) of this 
new legislation purports to reinterpret what constitutes an • 
“absentee property," in the light of the new peaceful 
relations between the two countries. While this provision 
stipulates that as of Nov. 10. 1994. Jordanians can own or 
purchase real-estate within Israel and the West Bank and 
that any such property will no longer be construed as 
absentee property, it continues to regard all real estates 
owned by Jordanians prior to that date as absentee 
properties. Not only within Israel proper but also in the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 

. This is an untenable position as indeed our ambassador 
to Israel. Dr. Marwan Muasher, has recently told AI Quds 
Arabic daily newspaper in East Jerusalem, and can never 
be accepted by Jordanians. Hie retention of this provision 
as it is currently interpreted by the concerned Israeli 
authorities especially the director of the absentee Prop- - 
erties Department, would make a mockery of the new 
relationship between the two countries and is a cause for 
alarm as it suggests that the Israeli government is not 
totally faithful to what it has agreed to with Jordan. 

How can properties in the West Bank owned by 


Jordanians continue to be regarded as absentee lands or 
houses when we have in place a peace treaty that has 
supposedly erased all residues of hostility between the two 
parties. We all thought that we are opening a new chapter 
in the Israeli-Jordanian relations based on full recognition 
of each other's rights and duties and the cancellation of all 
the legal effects of the past era. This is the normal course of 
action whenever two states agree to end their state of war 
and replace it with a comprehensive peace treaty. 

I, therefore, hope that the Rabin government will show 
greater sensitivity to this Jordanian concern and change the 
relevant article in the law accordingly. Allowing Jordanians 
who have real-estate with a status of absentee properties 
the right to institute legal anions on the individual level to 
remove this status does not solve the problem. Instead of 
individual or even-class legal anions, the Israeli law itself 
needs to be changed so that the objectionable state be 
rectified automatically. Meanwhile, we should put on hold 
the current plans to amend our legislation that pertaining to 
the rights of Israelis to own properties in Jordan pending 
the resolution of this sour point. I suggest, therefore, that 
the two sides should form a committee for this purpose with 
a view to synchronising what Jordan is doing with what 
Israel is not doing to translate the peace treaty into reality. 

In this context. I certainly make a distinction between 
Jordan properties situated within Israel proper and those 
which exist in East Jerusalem and the parts of the West 
Bank. The former category of properties will be the subject 


. of negotiations at the third stage of the Israeli-Palestinian 


peace talks when the final state’s of ^ Pa^ni^re^ 
of 1947-4S would te ho, of 
record as not agreeing to th K borders but is not on 
Palestinian- Arabs into areas ^ h ' n - Accor dj n g to 
record as being against their compensation _Accoro g 
the relevant U.N. resolutions, these early _ waves 
Palestinian refugees should =«rose a choice teween 
repatriation to their original homes and cities o 
accept just and equitable compensation. 

Whether the final resolution of this 
subject would be made on the baas 
legitimacy or on the basis of the 
negotiations should not have a bearing on th p pe 
Jordanians situated in East Jerusalem 
West Bank. These territories form a distmrt and a Mparate 
issue from similar properties situated within Israel itself. 
The West Bank has never been formally ?r «nfomaIIy 
annexed bv Israel. East Jerusalem also remains * 
subject to future negotiations even though Israel 
to annex it in spite of the objections and non -recognition of 
the international community. 

I believe there is still time to rectify this serious 
om mission in the new Israeli legislation that aims to 
implement the peace treaty with Jordan. The Jordanian 
ambassador in Israel has already signalled awareness of this 
problem and expressed total rejection of it. Hopefully, the 
Israeli side would accept its immediate rectification to 
avoid further exacerbation of the issue. 


Way out from 
a dead end 
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Croatian victory in the Krajina 
could lead to ethnic cooperation, 
says Martin Woollacott, if the 
U.N. prevents a refugee exodus 
and helps the exiles to return 




EM 


CROATIAN victories in 
the Krajina bring possibili- 
ties, good and bad, that are 
intertwined in the usual hel- 
lish Yugoslav way. One is 
for the progressive defeat of 
the rebel Serbs of Bosnia. 
Another is for further con- 
firmation of the cruel absur- 
dities of ethnic chauvinism. 
Yet another, not so new, is 
for the survival of the main 
author of the war through 
I the expedient of sacrificing 
those he led into it. 

A victory against the 
Serbs which is also a victory 
for ethnic cleansing, 
through the flight of Kra- 
jina Serbs to Bosnia, is not 
a victory to be relished. The 
check to the Serbs which 
was needed has been admi- 
nistered. For both military 
.and psychological reasons, 
the path for the remaining 
illicit Serb state will be dow- 
nhill. But from this point on 
there will be many choices, 
in Zagreb, in Sarajevo, 
even in Pale, which will 
either confirm the separa- 
tion of the peoples of 
Yugoslavia or begin the 
painful process of restoring 
some elements of coopera- 
tion and even cohabitation. 
Similarly there will be deci- 
sions which either legitimise 
Slobodan Milosevic and 
make him into the pillar of 
the final peace that he 
wants to be or which, 
perhaps after a period of 
initial assurance, under- 
mine him. 

The advances in the Kra- 
jina have turned the conflict 
in former Yugoslavia into a 
two-front war. Since the 
lines were frozen in Croatia 
in 1992, the rebel Serbs 
have been able to concen- 
trate their fire on the Bos- 
nians, squeezing them from 
both sides, at earlier times 
with active Croatian help. 
Now they tljemselves are in 
the vice. Never again will 


the I? 05 "!* 11 Serbs be able 
to forget about the Croats 
while pouncing on the Mus- 
lims. or vice versa. 

It is also true that the 
Serbs now have a more 
compact territory and that 
the addition to Ratko Mla- 
dic's genera] reserve of the 
regular elements of the 
Krajina forces makes up a 
big strike force. So the 
Serbs are both weaker and 
stronger, but nevertheless 
much more on the defen- 
sive than before. 

The entry of the regular 
forces of - Serbia into the 
equation would' abruptly 
change this. But Slobodan 
Milosevic is not in the same 
situation as his old adver- 
sary. Franjo Tudjman. For 
Tudjman, going to war is 
the key to political domi- 
nance. giving him an un- 
assailable lead over domes- 
tic opponents, ensuring vic- 
tory in the next election. 
For Milosevic, not going to 
war is the key. His status in 
Serbia rests on his claim 
that he can keep the coun- 
try out of trouble and out of 
a real war. That does not 
mean that he will not con- 
tinue to push supplies and 
men over the borders, and 
that he may even increase 
them. But there are very 
clear limits to this cover 
support. 

Croatia and Bosnia are 
allies, an agreement on full 
military cooperation having 
been signed only a few 
weeks ago. There is no 
reason why the Croatian 
forces should noT at least go 
on to free completely tne 
Bihac pocket, defeating-the 
forces of the rogue Muslim 
leader, Fikret Abdic. They 
could go further. The ex- 
tent of Croatian-Bosnian 
military and political coop- 
eration in the future is one 
of the important derisions 
that touch on the central 
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.etters to the Editor 


ethnic, question: Are we 
merely going to have a vic- 
tory over the Serbs, or are 
we going to have some kind 
of victory over ethnic 
chauvinism as well? It 


would be silly to say that 
the first is not worthwhile 


the first is not worthwhile 
without the second, but 
how much better to have 
both. 

Just as important as the 
objective change in the 
military situation is the 
psychological change. It is 
difficult to over -emphasise 
how much the rebel Serbs 
have depended in their self- 
dramatisation on their suc- 
cess in war. High above the 
Adriatic, where the signs 
offering “Zimmer, Cham- 
bres. Rooms" swing in the ■ 
breeze outside the shut- 
tered pensions, the lands of 
the rebel Serbs begin, 
stretching hundreds of 
kilometres to the borders 
with Serbia proper. It is, in 
the main, poor country, 
made the poorer by its 
isolation from the prosper- 
ous coast and from most of 
the main industrial zones of 
central Bosnia. 


the tanks of the Croatian 
Army burst this weekend, 
puncturing the myth that, 
somehow. Serbian military 
prowess could make up for 
all these other deficiencies. 

It is symptomatic that 
within a few hours of the 
Croatian attack, the lead- 
ership of the Bosnian Serb 
republic was embroiled in a 
crisis that would be comic if 
it did not involve some of 
the most brutal men in the 
Balkans. Radovan Karadzic 
and Ratko Mladic were at 
each others’ throats at a 
moment of maximum dan- 
ger for their people and for 
what they say is their cause. 
Nothing could better illus- 
trate the truth that without 
military success the Serbs of 
Bosnia and Croatia have 
nothing — nothing that is, 
except fear and guilt. 


tory. The original “Greater 
Sertria" design had been to 
take the coast as.weU, but 
the Serbs fell short of .that 
aim. ^{hat was left was a 
social and military cul-de- 
sac. Hie Krajina Serbs .in a 
sense had the function of 
guarding the rear of the 
Bosnian Serb Army which 
busied itself with fighting 
the Muslims further east. 
But even this function was 
essentially discharged not 
by the Krajina armed forces 
but by the simple fact that 
this was not an active front. 
Once the Serbs had been 
stopped, short of their coas- 
tal goal, the United Nations 
forces came in and the area 
was largely quiet. 


Of the pre-war popula- 
tion of 1.6 million in the 
two rebel republics, nearly 
half has left. The only in- 
dustry worth the name is 
military. The principal male 
occupation is that of sol- 
dier. The towns are dismal, 
their factories .at a stand- 
still. Agriculture, deprived 
of fuel and fertiliser, has 
reverted to the era of the 
horse and the-ox. This is the . 
crippled realm into which 


We can see in these quar- 
rels the hand of Mr. 
Milosevic who appears to 
be using Mr. Mladic to try 
to unseat Mr. Karadzic, 
blaming the latter for the 
Krajina disasters, even 
though Mr. Mladic is un- 
doubtedly more responsible 
for the failure there. 

Mr. Milosevic's continual 
manipulation of the men he 
brought to power in the 
Serb rebel lands is only the 
latest indication of the utter 
cynicism with which he has 
behaved throughout. The 
Krajina Republic, of which 

we already speak in the past 
tense, was in reality simply 
an extrusion of Serbian 
power into Croatian terri- 


The Krajina was like a 
strut on an unfinished 
bridge. Once it was clear 
that the coast could not be . 
reached, it was useless. The 
cynicism of Mr. Milosevic 
kept it in being while it 
appeared disadvantageous 
to dispose of it, and now it 
has disappeared because 
the Serbian president has a 
longer game in mind. Mr. 
Milosevic dropped the Kra- 
jina. and all 150,000 of its 
people. The same thing 
may happen soon to Rado- 
van. Karadzic or even to 
Ratko Mladic, and the 
ordinary Serbs of the Bos- 
nian republic. 

Today, as in the past, the 
singular flaw of Western 
diplomacy remains its de- 


pendence on Mr. Milosevic. 
The trouble with rhe rma. 


The trouble with the Croa- 
tian victory is that it may 
reinforce this dependence. 


Before that issue is tackled,, 
however, the outside pdw- 
. eis face another test. The. 
. .tr.N. could not bring about 
a wholesale return of the 
. “refugees to the Krajina. But 
. it could try to halt the flight 
of those who remain, and it 
could organise the return of 
some who have already 
gone. Here the agencies 
will- be caught between the 
Croats, some of whose ex- 
tremists want no Serbs at 
all, and the Bosnian Serbs, 
half welcoming the rein-, 
forcements of men of milit- 
ary age tiiat the Kfajina 
fugitives represent. 

The record is not good. 
The U.N. deployed in early 
1992 to demilitarise Serb- 
held areas and to help 
200.000 Croats return. 
There was no demilitarisa- 
« tion — and no returns. This 
time it. could be different, 
and it is worth saying that 
even if the numbers who 
stay or return are small, the 
effect can be large. Word 
gets back, perceptions 
change. In Western Slavo-' 
nia, taken by the Croats 
earlier this year, the few 
Serbs who remain speak of 
correct behaviour in the 
daytime, of threats and 
harassment at night.. 
Croatia may be triumphant 
but it is very open to press- 
ure, in every area from con- 
tinued arms supplies to its 
aspirations to join the EU. 
Surely the exodus of Serbs 
does not have to be 
accepted as a wholiy irrev- . 
ersible fait accompli. 

The Guardian 
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By Jim DeUa-Giacnma 
Reuter 


things exist, we have to 
admit it,” Indonesia’s Fore- 


DILI, East Timor — As 
Indonesia celebrates 50 
years of independence from 
centuries of Dutch colonial 
rule on Aug. 17, the 
celebrations will ironically 
spotlight its disputed rule in 
East Timor. 

On Dec. 7. East 
Timorese will remember 
the 20th anniversary of the 
bloody invasion by Indone- 
sian troops which led to the 
enclave’s unilateral annexa- 
tion the following year. 

While ■ relatively calm 
again in recent months, the 
last two decades have been 
punctuated by war, in- 
surgency. and human rights 
abuses which have battered 
and bruised east Timor’s 
people. 

“There are things which 
leave us open to human 
rights criticism. These 


ign Minister Ali Alatas, 
told a parliamentary hear- 
ing last month. 

■ “Our security apparatus, 
to be honest sometimes 
reacts excessively," he was 
quoted by newspapers as 
saying. 

Colonised by the Portu- 
guese for more than 400 
years, some East Timorese 
describe the 19 years as 
Indonesia’s 27th province 
as the period of “Javanese 
colonialism." 

“Talk to anyone here 
(and) if they are honest to 
themselves and speak open- 
ly (they will say) let's get rid 
of this -blood]/ integration. 
Let’s become ‘independent 
so we can organise our own 
household," Helder Da 
Costa, an East Timorese 
academic, told foreign re- 
porters recently. 

While the Indonesian 
military, who still have a 


high profile in the territory, 
say armed resistance to 
Jakarta's rule will continue 
to diminish over time, the 
battle for the hearts and 
minds of the people of this 
territory is far from over. 

“You cannot come to a 
paradise after 20 years of 
•conflict." Florentine Sar- 
1 ‘ memo, a prominent com- 
• munity leader and aid 
' l worker, told foreign jour- 
nalists recently. 

Abilio Soares, the 
Jakarta-appointed governor 
of East Timor, says only a 
minority of East Timorese 
oppose integration. 

“For 20 years the people 
of East Timor have sup- 
ported it," Mr. Soares said 
recently. 

However, Mr. Soares has 
conceded the relationship 
between East Timor and 
Indonesia^ needs fine tun- 


Last year he proposed to 
Indonesia's President 


Suharto East Timor be 
given autonomy within the 
vast archipelagic state, but 
Mr. Suharto, who has ruled 
firmly for almost 30 years, 
rejected the idea. East 
Timor was part of Indone- 
sia, Mr. Suharto said. 

However, restlessness in 
East Timor persists and the 
Indonesian military expects 
ami-government protests to 
mark the forthcoming 
anniversaries in East Timor 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. Soares told a press 
conference following an in- 
tegration day ceremony last 
month that the people of 
East Timor wanted a spe- 
cial status rather than 
autonomy. 

“Whatever the solution 
in the fiiture. it is really 
very difficult to think of a 
situation outside an Indone- , 
sian framework," Mr. $ar- 
mento said, 

“I do believe that our 
association with Indonesia 


is much more fruitful," he 
added, but “there i s no 
other way than an auton- 

°™ u r s region associated 
with Indonesia." 

Historians generally- 
agree Portugal left its forxn- 
mer colony in a parlous 
state when it suddenly pul- 
led out m early 1975, trig- 
gering a civil war. 
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Why the bomb did not win the war 



The belief that Hiroshi- ticai potency. In fact, it 
ma and Nagasaki was the threat of a 
prompted Japan’s sur- Soviet invasion that 
render has given the made Japan capitulate 
atom bomb unique poli- 
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By Peter Popham 

THE END of the war in the 
Pacific is usually described 
roughly thus: Japan re- 
jected the Allies' ultimatum 
ajihe Potsdam Conference. 
President Truman decided 
» drop the bomb. Hiroshi- 
ma was destroyed, then 
Nagasaki — whereupon 
Japan capitulated. 

This version of history 
has become the received 
wisdom for two reasons. 
We know everything that is 
to be known about the hor- 
ror of those first aggressive 
nuclear explosions. No 
events in the Pacific War — - 
nothing else in the whole 
course of the World War II 
except perhaps the Holo- 
causr — has received such 
exhaustive attention. We 
■rfave in a sense lived in their 
shadow ever since. If ever 
in history man has executed 
terminal acts, taken on the 
mantle of the gods and 
hurled thunderbolts, those 
■ days in August 50 years ago 
were the time. Somehow 
we need to believe that the 
consequences were corres- 
pondingly epic. 

The second reason is 
that, although the decision 
to drop the bombs was 
taken swiftly and without, 
much apparent heart- 
searching, their effects were 
so ghastly that their use has 
excited furious argument 
ever since. At the most 
extreme it has led to hyster- 
ical comparisons between 
Hiroshima and Auschwitz. 
America, longing to believe 
that in both Europe and the 
Pacific it was fighting “the 
good war,” in the final art 
suddenly found itself recast 
as principal monster. The 
only way to rebut such 
charges was to daim over- 
whelming necessity — and 
efficacy. The bombs were 
dropped. Within eight days 
Japan surrendered. There- 
fore the bombs ended the 
war. Thereby half a 'million 
American lives and millions 
of Japanese lives were 
saved. The bomb was horri- 
ble, but it was worth it. 

^ Nevertheless, the argu- 
ment has never been clin- 
ched. It is a scab that Amer- 
ican historians and journal- 
ists cannot resist picking, a 
game they have continually 
to replay in their heads, to 
make sure they come out . 
morally on top. As the 
blurb of a new book on the 
end of the war puts it: 
“What would have hap- 
pened if the atomic bombs 


bad not been dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
and the Allies had had to 
invade Japan to end the 
war?” 

That is a very sly begging 
of the question. Because 
the reason there is any dis- 
pute about what caused 
Japan to surrender is that, 
between the dropping of 
the two bombs, another 
momentous event occurred. 

Hiroshima was bombed 
on Aug. 6. Nagasaki on the 
9th. But on Aug. 8 the 
Soviet Union, neutral until 
then, informed Japan that it 
was declaring war; the next 
day it invaded Manchuria, 
China and Korea. Given 
that none of these develop- 
ments was welcome, which 
was it chat persuaded Japan 
to sue for peace? 

The destruction of 
Hiroshima undoubtedly 
shocked the Japanese au- 
thorities. They quickly 
learnt from Yoshio Nishina, 
the physios: in charge of 
Japan's own rather pathetic 
verrion of the Manhattan 
Project, that an atomic de- 
vice was probably to blame. 
The Japanese knew bow 
hard h was to obtain the 
uranium necessary to build 
a bomb — after two years 
of trying, Japan's scientists 
had managed to produce 
only a wafer of omnium 
about the size of a postage 
stamp — and Admiral 
Toyoda, chief of staff of the 
imperial navy, believed that 
the Hiroshima bomb was 
the only one America pos- 
sessed. But a rumour swept 
through Japanese official 
circles after Hiroshima, 
based on the imaginative 
testimony of a downed 
American pilot, that Kyoto 
and Tokyo would also suf- 
fer nuclear attack within the 
next few days. When Naga- 
saki was pulverised, the 
question arose of who was 
to get it next. 

Kyoto, the old imperial 
capital, had been complete- 
ly spared until then, thanks 
to the lobbying of Amer- 
ican Japanophiles in 
Washington. But in die case 
of Tokyo, there was no- 
thing much left to hit. The 
raids of March 9 to 10, 
3945, which killed more 
than 100,000 and left a mil- 
lion homeless, were the 
most destructive of the 
whole war, including 
Hiroshima. Yet the B-29s 
had continued to return to 
bombard the capital. 
Although the bombers were 
explicitly banned from 


targetting the imperial 
palace, a firestorm started 
by a raid on May 26 des- 
troyed 27 buildings in the 
palace complex and killed 
28 members of the emper- 
or's staff, while Hirohito, 
the empress and their atten- 
dants huddled in their shel- 
ter 60 feet below ground. 

Bombing, even atomic 
bombing, is subject to the 
law of diminishing returns. 
Kyoto would have been a 
tragic loss-though it is 
doubtful whether at that 
juncture even the Japanese 
were in 8 mood to worry 
about temples and rock gar- 
dens. But the Americans 
•were running out of targets. 
More than 60 cities and 
already been burnt. Mil- 
lions of civilians had been 
evacuated to the country- 
side, including all but 
200,000 of the population of 
Tokyo. The economy was 
at a standstill. The infras- 
tructure was in ruins. No 
work was being done, no- 
thing was being manufac- 
tured. The only thing 
another bomb could do was 
kill more people. 

The theory that Hiroshi- 
ma and Nagasaki ended the 
war rests on the assumption 
that the Japanese author- 
ities were concerned about 
the fate of ordinary 
Japanese people. But if this 
had been the case, the war 
would not have been prose- 
cuted in the way it' was. 
After the bombing of Pearl 
Harbour in December 
1941, for example, 
the Japanese forces 
stampeded through South- 
East Asia and the islands of 
the Pacific, occupying Bur- 
ma and reaching New 
Guinea before they were 
checked. So rapid was tbeir 
advance that they far out- 
stripped their lines of supp- 
ly. The result was that, 
when they encountered 
Allied resistance, they quick- 
ly began to starve. Hie 
numerous cases of Japanese 
soldiers killing and eating 
Australians, New Guineans 
and even each other is no- 
thing to do with their bes- 
tiality as human beings and 
everything to do with the 
bestiality of their supreme 
commanders in Tokyo. • 

From early on in the war, 
Japanese soldiers were cal- 
led on to make the uiimate 
sacrifice — to throw away 
their lives, either through 
starvation or banzai charges 
or, later, kamikaze attacks. 
When, in mid-1944, the war 
began to reach Japanese 



civilians, the expectation 
was the same. In Saipan, 
where the Japanese soldiers 
fought practically to the last 
man, the civilian popula- 
tion, too, W3S required to 
die, most commonly 
through mass suicides over 
the cliffs. It was the same 
story 10 months later in 
Okinawa. By the end of the 
war Japan resembled not so 
much an ordinary nation as 
a vast, apocalyptic cult. Its 
members' only goal was to 
die for the emperor. 

Yet those at the heart of 
the nation, the heart of the 


cult, retained a certain flin- 
ty realism not permitted in 
their subjects. The people 
might die in a million gal- 
lant ways, but the emperor 
and his line must live. It was 
with this in mind, as the war 
situation became in- 
creasingly desperate,, that 
the emperor’s closest advis- 
ers began casting every 
more anxious eyes at tbeir 
mighty neighbour to the 
West, the Soviet Union. __ 

- Russia and Japan’s des- 
tinies had been intertwined 
since the dawn of Japan's 
modem era. As early as 


1805 a Russian ship had 
tried to open Japan to 
trade; in 1852, when the 
American Commodore Per- 
ry’s black ships finally 
achieved that, Russia’s 
Admiral Putyatin was only 
just beaten to the punch. 
As Japan modernised and 
sprouted imperial ambi- 
tions, the two nations 
clashed over Manchuria 
and Korea, and in 1904-5 
fought a bitter 18-month 
long war, which Japan won. 

In 1938, when the 
Japanese army, at its most 
rampant, was stampeding 


through China, ferocious 
battles were fought with the 
Red Army on (he Siberian 
and Mongolian borders, 
and if the crazier voices in 
the Japanese army and 
cabinet had had their way, 
Japan would have gone to 
war against Russia soon af- 
ter Germany did, welching 
on the Soviet-Japan Neut- 
rality Pact that had been 
signed in April 1941. At this 
point, however, some 
semblance of sanity pre- 
vailed, and Japan drew 
back. 

As the war developed 
“not necessarily to Japan’s 
advantage,” in Hirohito's 
famous phrase. Japan's re- 
lationship with the Soviet 
Union began to assume 
ever greater significance; its 
neighbour's neutrality 
bulked large in the hopes 
and fears of Japan's rulers. 
On April 5, 1945 the Soviet 
Foreign Affairs Commissar, 
Molotov, informed the 
Japanese ambassador that 
once the neutrality pact ex- 
pired in April 1946, it 
would not be renewed. 
Japanese intelligence re- 
ported a massive movement 
of Red Army troops and 
supplies towards the Man- 
churian border. A clandes- 
tine transmitter began incit- 
ing Manchuria’s large Rus- 
sian population > fo revolt; 
the Japanese consul general 
in Harbin told Tokyo that 
he believed it was part of a 
campaign to give the 
Soviets a pretext for invad- 
ing Manchuria. The 
Japanese began to worry. 
(If they had known that 
Stalin had promised the 
other Allies he would enter 
the war against Japan with- 
in three months of Ger- 
many’s defeat, of course, 
their alarm would have 
been considerably greater). 

In its desperate attempt 
to keep Russia sweet, Japan 
launched a manic diploma- 
tic offensive: Offering to 
give up Manchuria, carve 
up Chma, and flood the 
Soviet Union with raw 
materials from the lands 
Japan had conquered 
(something it was in no 
position to do). Most 
bizaiTely, on June, 14, the 
former foreign minister 
Koki Hirota offered the 
Soviet ambassador, Jacob 
Malik, the prospect of a 
Soviet-Japan will increase 
her naval strength in the 
future,” Hirota told the 
Russian, "and that, 
together with the Russian 
army, would make a force 
unequalled in the world.”' 
A proposal more insanely 
remote from Japan’s actual 
circumstances is hard to im- 
agine, unless it was to offer 
to cooperate in a moonshot. 
Malik, who must have had 
trouble keeping a straight 
face, said be would study 
the proposal. 


Unsurprisingly, none of 
Japan's ideas got anywhere. 
Finally, Molotov agreed to 
meet the Japanese ambas- 
sador on August S. But 
Molotov’s message was the 
opposite of what the ambas- 
sador had been hoping to 
hear: The Soviet Union was 
declaring war. The next day 
Manchuria, China and 
Korea were invaded, and it 
might only be days before it 
was the turn of Japan’s 
home islands. If that hap- 
pened, there was little 
reason to doubt Soviet in- 
tentions. Soon there would 
be a red flag flying over the 
palace of the supreme 
Soviet of the Socialist Re- 
public of Japan, and the 
emperor and his line would 
be extinct. 

With the Russians at one 
end of the country and the 
Americans at the other, it 
was the devil and the deep 
blue sea — so the deep blue 
sea bore closer examina- 
tion, in case it might be 
possible to swim in it. Late 
at night on the day of the 
Soviet advance, a top-level 
conference a so-called 
gozen kaigi. was held in the 
presence of the emperor 60 
feet under the imperial 
palace. The chief secretary 
to the cabinet read the Pots- 
dam Declaration (which 
had been received 13 days 
before) aloud. It did not 
escape notice that whereas 

E revious Allied ultimatums 
ad demanded “uncon- 
ditional surrender" pure 
and simple, Potsdam called 
for ‘‘unamditioiial surren- 
der of all armed forces.” It 
could be a key concession. 

To establish whether it 
was, the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry cabled the Allied 
governments that it was 
ready to accept the declara- 
tion, “with the understand- 
ing that the said declaration 
. does not compromise... the 
prerogatives of His Majesty 
as a Sovereign Ruler.” 
“Let them keep the son- 
of-a-bitch!” American GIs 
in the Pacific yelled, when 
they beard of the Japanese 
demand. Keep him they 
did. . 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
will go down in history as 
two of the most cruel and 
awesome arts of war of die 
20th century, but the defin- 
ing influence they have 
since had on political and 
military history is due partly 
to the erroneous belief that 
they abruptly ended die 
war. Yet compared to the 
threat of invasion by the 
Soviet Union, their influ- 
ence on the decision of the 
Japanese to surrender was 
margina l. The menace o f 
the nuclear bomb will al-. 
ways be terrifying; but the 
notion that it has unique 
political potency turns out 
to have been a myth aD 
along. 

The Independence 


Jordanian option is not yet spelt out 



against Baghdad; he also 
urged Arab and Western 
countries to open dialogue 
with Baghdad to pave the 
way for involving Iraq m 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

But with the U.S. unlike- 
ly to consider opening a 
dialogue with Saddam Hus- 
sein, Jordan might find It- 
self forced to support some- 
one Washington has shown 
signs of dealing with, 
^cording to analysts. 

Even though he denied 
contacts with the U.S., 
Gen. Hassan is believed to 
have in fact met with Amer- 
ican officials in Amman. He 
also told reporters on Satur- 
day that he is keen on 
mending Iraq’s relations 
with Arabs and all other 
states to help him lift the 
sanctions imposed against 
his country since it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

While admitting that Jor- 
dan's move to grant asylum 
to opponents of President 
Saddam will help speed up 
Jordan's reconciliation pro- 
cess with Gulf states, some 
Jordanian officials claim 
that Jordanian-Iraqi rela- 
tions are irrelevant to the 
Kingdom’s quest. for im- 
proved relations with the 

Gulf- l .. 

But the politicians dis- 
agree saying that by turning 
its back on President Sad- 
dam, Jordan would be win- 
ning over the Saudis and 
Kuwaitis more easily and 
Jjuickly. 

News agencies on Sunday 
reported mat a Saudi prince 
Saturday met with King 
Hussein for talks on the 
issue of the defection of the 


(Continued from page 3)' 

Iraqis. The reports came 
amid talks of an iimxnding 
visit by Foreign Minister 
Kabarili to Riyadh this 
week which would be aimed 
at paving the way for 
Jordan ian-Saudi summit at 
the end of this month. 

The timely visit by the 
Saudi prince, according to 
diplomats, is indicative of 
some kind of a link between 
Jordanian-Gulf relations 
and Jordan’s new stand to- 
wards the Iraqi regime. 

But while U.S. President 
Bill Clinton was quick to 
announce his backing for 
Jordan's moves and assured 
King Hussein that be will 
protect the country from 
any possible military threat 
by Iraq, the top Iraqi defec- 
tor believes that no such 
threat is likely. 

“It would be suicidal,” 
Gen. Hassan said when 
asked how Iraq might re- 
spond to Jordan after the 
defections, adding that for 
years now, Jordan has been 
the only gateway to Iraqis. 

Baghdad needs us as 
much as we need, it if not 
more, some Jordanians be- 
lieve. “1. as a Jordanian, do 
not mind paying a higher 
price for oil, if that will, in 
the long run, benefit our 
neighbours, ” says Dr. 
Shaer in reference to a 
highly “unlikely” decision 
by Iraq to stop supplying 
Jordan with oil. , 

He adds that any such 
move by Iraq would be 
countered by Jordan's dos- 
ing its border with Iraq, 
which would be “very 
damag in g for them." 


While Jordan's asylum to 
Gen. Hassan and bis family 
has become a fact of life, 
some officials and politi- 
cians maintain that Jordan 
would never meddle into 
other countries’ internal 
affairs. “Jordan might voice 
or show gestures of support 
for one party or another but 
it would not assisr it topple 
a regime,” says a senior 
offidai. 

“Jordan has a proven re- 
cord of never nruxidling in 
the internal affairs of 
sovereign states. But we do 
not have any political ambi- 
tions to do so,” says the 
official, who asked not to 
be named. 

Others, however, say 
that while Jordan had no 
choice but to grant the Iraqi 
group asylum, the Kingdom 
nas not and has no interest 
in ruining its relations with 
Baghdad and vice versa. 

"Iraq is in no position to 
ruin its relations with Jor- 
dan, nor does Jordan any 
interest in shaking its good 
relations with Baghdad,” 
says Hamada Faraneh, a 
columnist for Al Dustour 
Arabic daily. 

The defection of the Iraqi 
minister and his group . 
should teach the Iraqi reg- 
ime a lesson so that it would 
“try to widen its social and 
political system to represent 
the majority of people 
rather than the minority,” 
Mr. Faraneh wrote in his 
daily column on Saturday. 
“But Jordan will not and 
should not allow any of the 
defectors to exerase any 
political activity against 
Saddam Hussein.” 


Deputies criticise move 


(Continued from page 1) 


sovereignty and stability." 

Dr. Amoush said any 
change in Iraq should come 
from within and “if they were 
seeking a base let them take 
the U.S. as the base if what 
has been said about them 
having contacts with the 
Americans before deeding 
the country was true." 

The Zarqa deputy 
appeared to suggest that the 
defection was arranged with 
the U.S. 

Gen. Hassan was "very 
sure of himself’ during Satur- 
day’s press conference. Dr. 
Amoush said. “He knew 
what he was saying. It was 
not like someone who is only 


concerned over the situation 
in Iraq." 

Leftist Deput'y Toujan 
Faisal also said that the 
Jordanian move will badly 
influence the country, espe- 
cially in terms of hosting Iraqi 
defectors “who have good 
knowledge of Iraq’s secrets." 

"Jordan will be responsible 
not only for ensuring their 
safety and security but also 
for protecting the informa- 
tion they have," said Ms. 
Faisal. _ 

Deputy Faisal warned that 
other Arab countries will lose 
confidence in Jordan “that 
once showed solidarity with 
Iraq and now turned against 


it." 

None of the deputies refer- 
red to the government 
spokesman's comment on 
Saturday that Jordan's policy 
on Iraq remained unchanged. 

Another leftist deputy, 
Mustafa Shuneikat, deman- 
ded that the government clar- 
ifies Jordan's position and 
explain why the defectors 
were given access to “carry 
out such acts from the Jorda- 
nian land.” 

“It is an imbalanced and 
unwise move,” Mr. 
Shuneikat said. “What would 
be Jordan's position if 
another country hosted 
Jordanian opposirion and 
allowed it to operate against 
it? Definitely it would cut all 
ties and considers us as an 
enemy.” 


Soames arrives in Amman 


(Continued from page 1) 


out of Kuwait and has been 
director general of the Saudi 
armed forces project since 
1992. 

In a statement issued prior 
to Mr. Soames' arrival, the 
British embassy in Amman 
said Britain will continue to 
strive for a political and di- 
plomatic solution to the war 
in former Yugoslavia. 

Britain "remains eager to 
maintain its close and regular 
contacts (over the situation 
in the rump Yugoslavia) with 
Jordan who is one of the 
major contributors to the Ur>- 
ited Nations forces in 
Croatia,” the statement said. 

Britain is part of the con- 
tact group that was set up by 
Western nations to negotiate 
a settlement to the conflict, 
which has pitted the Serbs 
against both the Bosnian 
Muslims and Croatians. 


The group includes France, 
Germany, Russia and the 
United States. 

Jordan and other Arab and 
Muslim countries have voiced 
concern over the failure of 
the Western nations to end 
the atrocities committed by 
the Serbs against the Muslims 
of Bosnia. The Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) has also castigated the 
West for failing to end "the 
crimes against humanity” in 
Bosnia, warning that it con- 
siders the arms embargo on 
Bosnia invalid. 

Britain, along with the 
Western allies, oppose the 
lifting of the sanctions on 
Bosnian Muslims on the 
grounds that such a move 
would only lead to the escala- 
tion of hostilities in the Bal- 
kans. 

Jordanian officialshave said 
that the West should either 


shoulder its responsibility to 
protect the Bosnian people or 
allow them the right to de- 
fend themselves by lifting the 
arms embargo. 

Recent Serb attacks on 
areas declared safe havens by 
the United Nations have fuel- 
led Arab and Muslim anger 
at the West's failure to check 
the Serbs "crimes,” with 
some voices suggesting that 
the West's reluctance to take 
effective measures to protect 
the Bosnians is religiously 
motivated and stems from 
their resentment of having a 
Muslim state in the heart of 
Europe. 

Jordan recently launched a 
campaign to collect donations 
for Bosnia and started a di- 
plomatic initiative aimed at 
prompting immediate action 
to put an end - to the Serbs' 

atrocities. 


Israel approves accord 


(Continued Grom page -1) 

tiers' had erected at the site 
and set some of them on fire. 
The only settlers at the site 
fled. * 

More settlers arrived in 
cars and opened fire on the 
Palestinians, wounding at 
least one of them, a photo- 
grapher at the scene said. 
The photographer said set- 
tlers also smashed his equip- 
ment and assaulted him. 

Aharon Domb, a settler 
spokesman, said in a state- 
ment: “This morning Arabs 
from Dura Al Qara ... 
burned the house that was 
built on the hill ... several 
shacks were also burned." 
Mr. Domb made no mention 
of any wounded. 

Qaissi was shot in the chest, 
and carried off the hill on a 
rough wooden ladder by 
other Palestinians. He died 
shortly afterward at Ramal- 
lah hospital. 

Yoav Barak, secretary of 
Beit El, said one of the set- 
tiers fired into the air in 
“self-defence," but denied 
that the bullets struck any- 
one. 


Police said they could not 
be certain how Qaissi was 
killed because his body was 
taken from the hospital be- 
fore an autopsy could be con- 
ducted. 

“It is difficult for us to 
connect the two things even 
though on the face of it, it 
seems reasonable” to connect 
the shots fired by the settler 
with Qaissi's death, Natan 
Kramausky, deputy head of 
.Israeli police in the West 
Bank, told army radio. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Sahal said he promised an 
investigation. 

' Police appealed to the 
Palestinians to return the 
young man’s body. 

Settlers have been occupy- 
ing hilltops in the West Bank 
since last month trying to 
block self-rule spreading to 
more of the West Bank from 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
where it began in May 1994. 

Palestinians until Sunday 
had done no more than de- 
monstrate against the set- 
tlers. Some Palestinians have 
been angered that troops do 
not immediately remove set- 
tlers from every hill illegally 
occupied. 


Iraq offers to provide data 


(Continued from page 1) 

lum. But Jordan said it would 
not hand them back to Iraq. 

Sboppeis in Baghdad Sun- 
day cursed the defector son- 
in-law of President Saddam, 
blaming him for steep price 
rises since he fled to Jordan. 

“His blood has to be spil- 
led in return for his treason," 
a woman named Um Ali said 
of Hassan. 

An old man in shabby 
clothes said: “He must be 
crazy. Why didn’t he do what 


be wanted to do while still 
here instead of fleeing with 
millions of dollars? That is 
the way cowards behave.” 

Prices have soared since 
the high-level defections. 

Traders said a kilo of cook- 
ing oil had jumped to 2,500 
dinars from 2,000 and a tray 
of 30 eggs to 3,500 from 
2,500. They said flour was in 
short supply. 

The Iraqi dinar has tum- 
bled to new lows against the 
U.S. dollar, which on Sunday 
was worth about 2,000 dinars. 
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World Bank soon to try ‘micro loans’ to globe’s poorest 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank, in an initiative 
tbpt blends business and de? 
velopment, soon will provide 
funds for “micro-loans" to 
the earth's poorest people, 
primarily women, officials 
said Sunday. 

The loans, as small as $100 
and made through local len- 
ders, could have a powerful 
effect in improving income 
and reducing poverty in the 
developing world, they said. 

“The demand for these 
loans among women is enor- 


mous, said bank wee presi- By aiming at the poorest 
dent Ismail Sera ee lain, chair- segments of sogety, a focus 
man of the Consultative on women was inevitable. 
Group to Assist the Poorest Mohini Malhotra, adminis- 
(CGAP), created in June to tratorofthe programme, said 
implement the micro-loan in an interview Thursday with 


strategy. 

Donor nations, banks and 
institutions have pledged 
$200 million for the mirco- 
ioans. Three-fourths of it will 
go to institutions that lend 
mainly to women. About 530 
million has been collected so 
far. Disbursement will begin 
in two or three months. 


by 

50 % 


Reuters. 

“The poorest, landless, 
most destitute heads of 
households are women,’' she 
said, and they also face many 
obstacles to gaining credit. 
Property rights favour men 
and many times, a man is 
required to co-sign a loan 
- that goes to a woman. 


Nonetheless, poor women 
have a stellar record in re- 
paying loans. Aid officials 
also note that womens’ in- 
come goes to activities that 
promote family welfare, such 
as education, better diets and 
health care. 

“We see this as a new 
model" for development 
programmes, Ms. Molhani 
said 4 by encouraging lenders 
to reach a segment now often 
unable to get loans. 

“We’re really looking at 
transforming the way finan- 


cial institutions work,” she 
said, describing the projected 
as marrying “development 
business, charity and sus- 
tainability. These aren’t 
tradeoffs." 


and banks that have a record based in ; 

in lending to ttae very poor, women were an 
^Mohammad Ynni^pres.- 


In several nations, “banks 
for the poor” already exist 


but they often are 'under- 
financed, which limits their 


reach. 

The CGAP micro- 
programme will work 
through institutions such as 
philanthropies, credit unions 


Low oil prices depress 
Arab income in 1994 


dent of the Grameen Bank in 
Pakistan, which works with 
two million poor borrowers, 
will chair a panel of expert, 
advisers to CGAP. 

“This is the most signifi- 
cant event in the world of 
micro-finance. This is a be- 
ginning to a new future," he 
said. 

In a report on a similar 
topic, the International Food 
Policy Research Institute. 


’in food’ output in developing 
"nations. 

“If women were given the 


U WW— " , 

same resources as men, de-. 


same — -j:; 

-vdoping countries would see ' 
significant increases in agri- ' 
cultural productivity, the : 
authors of the report, 
"women: The Key to Food 
Security,” said. They cited, 
lack of access to credit as one 
of the inhibiting factors. 


DAMASCUS (R) — 
Syria is launching an agri- 
cultural plan to increase 
olive production by 
around 50 per cent over 
the next five years, an 
agriculture ministry offi- 
cial has said. 

Hassan Katana, chief of 
planting, said his ministry 
was planning to reduce 

680.000 tonnes of olives in 
the year 2000 from 

435.000 tonnes in 1995 by 
expanding the area 
planted. 

Olive plantation was 
mainly in the hands of the 
private sector which re- 
ceives free guidance from 
the ministry, he said. 

He did not disclose the 
post of the plan but said 
the scheme would in- 
crease the number of olive 
trees from 53.7 million to 
63 million. The ministry i 
will provide olive saplings 
at symbolic prices to far- 
mers. 

The private sector is 
allowed to sell its produc- 
tion of olives and olive oil 
locally. It was allowed to 
export olive oil in 1993 
when a surplus was 
achieved. 

He said the increase 
would allow Syria, whose 
citizens are among the 
biggest olive oil consum- 
ers in the world, to boost 
its exports of olive oil. 

Syria became self- 
sufficient in olive produc- 
tion in 1992 when it pro- 
duced around 400,000 
tonnes. Annual consump- 
tion is estimated at about 
the same amount. In 1993 
Syria exported 30,000 ton- 
nes of olive oil. 

Syria’s production this 
year dropped to 435,000 
tonnes of olives from 
510,000 in 1994, Mr. 
Katana said. 

A surplus of 20,000 ton- 
nes of olive oil was ready 
for export. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab oil export earnings fell 
by nearly 5.5 per cent in 1994 
due to a drop in crude prices 
caused by excess output by 
several producers, according 
to an official Arab report. 

The income of the Orga- 
nisation of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC), which controls 60 
per cent of the world’s crude, 
stood at $82.4 billion in 1994 
compared to $87.2 billion in 
1993, OAPEC said in its 1994 
annual report published in 
the Paris-based Arab Oil and 
Gas magazine. 

The 1994 figure is the 
lowest since 1989, when 
O A PEC’s revenues plunged 
to $78.5 billion, said the 
magazine, obtained here 
Sunday. 

Oil prices averaged $15.50 
barrel in 1994 compared to . 
$16.33 in 1993 and$18.44 in 
1992. 

In 1990 during the Gulf 


crisis, prices surged to nearly 
$40, pushing Arab oil earn- 
ings to a seven-year high of 
$96.5 billion. 

The report showed Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) suffered 
most from the price fall, with 
their revenue dropping to 
$38.3 billion and $11 billion 
in 1994 from $41.3 billion and 
S13.5 - billion respectively. 

Libya, another key 
OAPEC member, also saw 
its revenues shrink to $6.9 
billion from $7.6 billion. 

Kuwair’s earnings in- 
creased to $10.2 billion from 
$9.5 billion due to a rise in its 
production to two million 
barrels per day (b/d) from 
around 1.8 million b/d in 
1993. 

Earnings also increased in 
Egypt. Bahrain and Algeria 
and declined in Syria, Qatar 
and Tunisia. Iraq, which pro- 
duces around 500,000 b/d for 
local consumption because of 


United Nations Gulf war 
sanctions, recorded a slight 
increase in income to $365 
million' from $364 million. 

The report did not cover 
non-OAPEC producers 
Oman and Yemen, whose oil 
revenues were estimated at 
around $5 billion in 1994. 


U.S. indicators 
suggest moderate 
inflation, growth 


Iran deflects effects 
of U.S. oil trade ban 


The Kuwaiti-based 
OAPEC holds nearly 60 per 
cent of the world's proven oil 
reserves and its production of 
around 18 million b/d 
accounts for more than a 
quarter of the global crude 
supplies. • 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The latest U.S. economic in- 
dicators suggest that Federal- 
Reserve (Fed) efforts to 
counter inflation without 
bringing about recession are 
showing signs of success. 


analysts have said. 
The Labour De 


The erosion of the U.S. 
dollar, the official currency 
for oil prices, over the past 
two decades sharply depress- 
' ed the organisation's income 
in real terms, according to 
the report. The 1994 revenue 
of $82.4 billion is equivalent 
to only $29.8 billion at the 
1973 dollar value. 


The Labour Department 
has announced that consumer 
prices had risen by 0.2 per 
cent in July, in line with 
predictions. 

The latest figure was “very 
good” even if the rate was 
picking up, according to De- 
los Smith, an economist at 
the Conference Board, a 
New York institute. 

The core rate, which ex- 
cludes food and energy, was 


up by 0.2 per cent in July. 

Over the first seven 
months of the year, consumer 
prices .increased at an annnai 
rate of 3.1 per cent,’ com- 
pared to 2.7 per cent over the 
same period last year, the 
Labour Department said. 

But the steady price pro- 
duction index for July, due 
mainly to a drop in energy 
prices, shows that inflation is 
well under control, Mr. 
Smith added. 

Economist Donald Rata- 
jezak of the University of 
Georgia said that the weak- 
ness of raw material prices 
for July was a good sign of 


Japanese government sees bright, 
dark signs in stalled economy 


TOKYO (R) — The latest 
economic data may be rid- 
dled with gloomy indicators 
but Japan’s government, an- 
xious to find something posi- 
tive to say, has taken heart 
from recent falls in the yen 
and rises in stock prices. 

“Japan’s economy is still at 
a standstill but there are. both 
bright and dark indicators," 


The EPA report said hous- 
ing construction was down 
and business confidence bad 
weakened due to the high yen 
and the economic slowdown 
in the United States. But it 
pointed out that there had 
been some retreat in the yen 
and a rise in stock prices. 

The dollar recovered to 
above 90,000 yen in early 


pie's confidences.” he said. 


The official added that the 
economy still had potential to 
recover on the back of steady 
domestic demand such as 
corporate capital investment. 


continuing low inflation over 
the coming months. 

Wholesale prices are a 
good barometer for future 
inflation trends, allowing to 
. detertnine a trend before 
prices percolate down the 
system. 

The economists also 
agreed that the economy 
seemed headed for growth in 
the second half of the year 
after stagnation in the first 
which led to fears of a reces- 
■ sion and prompted the Feder- 
al Reserve to cut rates last 
month. 

This followed a yearlong 
period, between February 
1994 and 1995, when it raised 
rates seven times amid fears 
die economy was overheat- 
ing. 

Excluding antos. retail 
sales were up 0.4 per cent in 
July, unchanged from June's 
figure, a sign. that consumer 


ABU DHABI (R) — Iran 
has minimised the impact of a 
U.S. trade ban by finding 
alternative markets for its 
crude oil in Europe, Asia and 
South America, an Iranian 
ofl source said Sunday. 

“We have had a general 
policy of trying to diversify 
our customers and only a few 
months after the ban was 
imposed we have been suc- 
cessful to a large extent in 
lowering the effects of the 
embaigo,” the source told 
Reuters. 

“The National Iranian 03 


Dealers estimate that Iran; 
has sold around 30 per cent of* 
the oil previously bought by 
U.S. films to Mediterranean 
customers in extra spot sales. - 
The Iranian source said 
Tehran's ability to maintain 
crude oil prices underscored 
the failure of the U.S. embar- 


Company (NIOC) has done 
its best to seek other markets 


in countries such as South 
Asia, Europe and South 
America. The feedback has 
been good," said the source, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The source would not say 
how much crude Iran had 
sold or planned to sell to 
those markets. 

U.S. companies lifted an 
estimated 600,000 barrels per 
day of Iranian crude oil. 
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demand — the main . engine 1 worth about $4 billion a year, 
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for economic growth in die 
United States — re main^ 
steady. Mr. Rataiczak said. 


before President Bill CBn^ 
ton’s ban on U.S. firms trad- 
ing with Iran took effect in 
Jane. 


“We have been successful 
in selling our crude oil and' 
keeping its price almost intact 
arid competitive. This shows 
that NIOC has been able to 
tolerate the situation,” the 
sources said. 

Washington accuses Iran of 
sponsoring international ter- 
rorism and seeking to de- 
velop nuclear weapons, 
charges repeatedly denied by 
Tehran. 

The trade ban has pushed ■ 
Iran, the second largest pro- ' 
ducer in the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Conn- - 
tries (OPEC), to increasingly - 
resort to the international 
shipping market 

The source said the efforts • 
to offset the U.S. trade ban - 
was reflected in the fact that 
Iran's National Iranian Tank- * 
er Co. (NTTC) has ordered 
new Jankers from South 
Korea and other countries : 
and accelerated chartering- 
activity. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 
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THE BETTER HAL 


monthly report. 

The report represents the 
government’s official assess- 
ment of the economy. It is 
the second month in a row 
the government has admitted 
economic recovery is at a 
standstill. Previously it had 
asserted the economy was 
still recovering, albeit mod- 
■erately. 


July. Tokyo stock prices also 
improved greatly in July. 

“It's a tug-of-war situa- 
tion," an EPA official told 
reporters. 


“Although the real situa- 
tion shows factors that could 
undermine the’ economy, re- 
cent good signs in currencies 
and stocks may brighten peo- 
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GANDOR 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, AUGUST 14, 1995>: 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Rightdr 
Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Begin this new week 


WHAT THE KNIFE 
■SHARPENER CON- 
5IPEREP Hll? WORK 


DfRTOR 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ACROSS 
1 Very rich person 
6 Quechuan 
10 "The Censor 

14 Semblance 

1 5 Red and Coral 

16 Elvis-Presley 
link 

17 Down-at-heel 
spirit? 

20 Slugfest 

21 Pedesial part 

22 Mercurial 

23 Tic — toe 

24 — dieu 

26 Impala’s cousin 
30 Quiver and 
quake 

33 Made public 

34 Gin fruit 

35 Kind of jam 
37 Gridlock in the 

bleachers? 

41 Loser to DDE 

42 Impose, as a tax 

43 Scratch 

44 Hoodwink 

47 Gave the 
heave-ho 

48 Enjoy status 

49 Befuddlement 

50 Sty youngster 
53 Low cart 

55 Paul Bunyan's 

ox 

59 Protection 
•following a ■ 
snub? 

62 Verbal 

63 “Exodus” author 

64 Meadow 

65 Diminish 

66 Hereditary unit 

67 A Roosevelt 



“They can make fat-free cheese, fat-free 
ice cream and fat-free butter. Why can’t 
they make fat-free reflections?”. 


Answer here : A 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s Jumbles: WHOOP TARRY ALIGHT INVERT 

I Answer What the English teacher wanted her Ha« 


What the English teacher wanted her class 
to do — WRITE RIGHT 


Peanuts 


SO WELL 
PUT ALL 
THE SAND 
RIGHT 
ABOUT 
HERE.. jL 


'BUT REMEMBER/ 
WHEELBARROWS 
TIP OVER 
EASILY SO 
DON'T PUSH 
IT TOO FAST.. J 




® 1995 Tribune Media Services. Ire. 
All rights reserved. 
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who can .be helpful to youin "■ 
business. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May . - ^ 
2UJ Any group which can - 
"®*P .7°“ .gain your aims- • 
should be contacted this- 
mormng and their alliance 
gamed. 

GEMINI : (May 21 to June’. 

*l) You can be very creative ■ 
at your career and this is a 
good day to do your best at . 
snefa. State your finest ambi- 
tions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22to Joly 21) You have some • 
tine talents which should be 
made to work for you this 
morning, so concentrate on • 
them later today. 

JJEO: (July 22 to August 21) 

pmicentrate on home and 

family today and how best to 
improve the’ situation there. ' 

VIRGO: (August 2’’ to 

September 22) S H ave t ato 

mke S? ar „, partIle ts ' 
mate better plans for today. 

Improve operations consider- 
ate*** you : 


Busin 


C 1995 UWd Foaiuri Sy 


Andy Capp 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


4Wt«CA S**CK>1| «*c 


DOWN 

1 Pique 

2 — Khayyam 

3 Festive 

4 Like Andersen's 
duckling 

5 Sheltered side 

6 Author Asimov 

7 Social flop 

8 Dissonance 

9 Bat wood 

10 Went paddling 


1 1 Jason's vessel 

12 Pigeon chaser? 

1 3 Just * 

18 Bismarck's 

state: abbr. 

1 9 In the thick of 

23 Nobel chemist 

25 Felt remorse 

26 Hindu music 

27 Put to work 

28 Clear a tape 

29 It's Big in 
London 

30 Spartacus. for 
one 

31 Pruf rock's 
creator 

32 Esther of “Good 
Times" 

34 Dock worker 

36 Joyful 

38 Narrow cut 

39 Pollution 
problem 

40 Overly 

45 Rocking place 


□anu uuulW 
PQQQQBQDDDQQ I 
l BBHaBnn annnB g" 
□t aoaa bbdbbb 
ibcib □□□□ □□□□ 

iBoao □□□□ □□□□ 

IDBUBO HEU3H ngg 
□BBBBB nnnrnnra 
IUD CIBBB □□□□□□ 

□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
IBBH □□□□ EMEHJ 
IBODBQ annn □□□ 
HBHBBBaaa iiHCiB M 
BBap gntnnnn q ■ 
LHEOB BBBB I 



SffiVCU LATER, 

> TO SET MY 
f PRESCRIPTION 
L MADE UP- 


THBRSOJFFLES 
>■ DCm-SOLVE < 
ANYTHING, BUT] 
>- AT lea st rr J 

[ KEEPS'BSA FIT ) 


*S c S teinber 23 to 

£rja»sra- 

s— *‘ h % £3 ‘ 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


IF ANYTHING happened to YtXJ, " 
■Heaven -forbid, then v&ur. family 
WILL BE PROTECTED WITH $50,000/ 


WELL.I DUHNO-j 


frighten you into a 
HASTY DECISION ~ 
SLEEP ON IT tonight . 1 


: if you wake dp \ “ 

TOMORROW VbU CAN J 
> let ME KNOW LS 
THEN.' 

25 W 


46. Food 
47 Hopalong 
Cassidy actor 

49 Treacherous 

50 Garbage barge 

51 Sabra's dance 

52 Buck heroine 


54 Devastate 

55 Cracker spread 

56 Copied 

57 Undisguised 

58 Vortex 

60 Embrace 

61 Newt 


^ gSd 

.sraaiffis- : 

Plan what b bL*^ ‘ 
today and ton§h t to ^ ktCr 

S^^%( D “e-n b e r2 2 'i 

; v 

made better"" I,ves can be : 

aquariW nT mspiri " 8 ' ■ 

February 19'^ V“ ,Uia y 21 to ■■ .. 

tag ^pportyo^l; & - 

“gwig where a ® - • 

^ es,is «acer^ >eta, y in - 

wsces; /p. K 

. March 20) 20 to ^ 



IKS 


mh 


fil t 


m 


20) Ynn 20 to 

P^inMhiSf^ 3 ^ 

von w mcn can 


you closer,"™ bring 
mms today Personal 

with ft. ■ s° Garry through 


Birthstoue of a 

d0 ‘ - Oofci/te 


n »as uk 


■~nanon fro 




4 


k -5sa 


aiw _ yrr.-r 
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|3 usiness 
aily 

D eat 


A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press I 



an 

IS? ra estimate ^ 
^daround^j^l- 
°i previous???^ 

S mers >n exS^ 

f 2 ® s abSty S urcf i 
ie oil priced , ° “'a*. 

^ureoftheijfS 


Consumer 
protection 
society sees 
unfairness in 
income, sales 
taxes 


have been 
Mg its priced r 

ssa?fr 5 S 

ST JS 

“Wngton accuse, 
*° nn 8 interaS?' 

” ^ ^CS b 

P nuclear ? 

g repeated,,^- 
e trade ban has dbv 

a source saidrheeSr 
«*« U.S. miT 

efiectedintheS! 

J National Iranian T? 
>; (WTC) has onfe 
tankers from So, 
a and other count 
accelerated chart* ■ 
ty. 


<r£r THE NATIONAL Soci- 
ety for the Consumers Pro- 
tection is demanding that sole 
proprietors be given a SO per 
cent exemption of their earn- 
ings from the income tax. 
similar to the percentage 
given to public and private 
sector employees. Moreover, 
the society demanded in a 
memorandum sent to the 
speaker and members of the 
jbwer House of Parliament, 
that the ceiling under this 
exemption be raised from JD 
7.200 to JD 12,000 annually. 
The society also called in its 
memorandum to deduct fees 
paid to schools, from the 
taxable net income of a per- 
son. up to a ceiling of JD 500. 

The memorandum said 
that both the sales tax and 
income tax provided some 
relief to the poor limited- 
income class of the society 
but, on the other hand, pro- 
vided the better off class with 
larger benefits. As such, the 
memorandum added, the 
burden was shifted to the 
middle class which, under 
these laws, will erode and 
slide to the poor class (At 
Ra’i). 


** THE NEW 1995 tele- 

— - phone directory for Amman 

'ADAorow will be on sale to the public in 
UKUaLUn Arabic and English next 
EC \ST FOR K wee * c aftcr checked by 
t inrncT u * l * le Telecommunications 
AUbUM 14, B Corporation which has already 

horr.as S. Pien received the first Arabic 
tiger, Carroll % copy. The directory will be 
Foundation printed in batches, the first of 
5,000 to be delivered next 
5: (March 21 to k. week (Al Dustour). 
legin this new r 

rlv by getting in e DUE TO higher ex- 
ny persons of bite change rates for the Swiss 
an be helpful ccV franc and the Deutschemark 
£5 against the dinar, the prices 

‘4 drugs imported from Ger- 
:US: (April 20 t&fe many and Switzerland were 
.ny group which : recently increased. Sources at 
you "gain your z the Ministry of Health said 
j be ''contacted i the price increase was slight 
ig and their afe and did only reflect 50 per 
cent of actual change in the 
NI: (May 21 to Jr currency value (Al Aswaq). 
iu can be very c® 

** THE minister of 

jtate your fine** 

h quarries in Ajloun was taken 
l CHILDREN-' V s because they were not prep- 
ay 21) You er | y [jeensed and because 

[ents which sbouM' ^gy were causing environ- 
to work for V 0 ® 1 mental damages to the re- 
ig, so concentrate gj on . The minister said 
ater today. Ajlounis obtained licences 

iniv r» to AnO®" for lan< ^ reclamation from the 
S’"* ho® 5 c Ministry of Agriculture, but 

22! and how W as .r turned out. rhey used it 
today anu a pretext to open quames 

:M?3# -a *« *"» 


y. 

(August 21 ■ ** THE JORDAN National 
Si) Have » Shipping Lines Company de- 


:, lar partners \ cided to purchase a new car- 
il*r olans fr*r axt g0 vessel at a cost of $6.25 
^rttionscocs* million, bringing the number 
?*? Si ^ Of vessels in its fleet to five. 


The company also intends to 
buy a sixth vessel before the 


23 ouy a 51XUI vessel uviuit uie 

(September i; ld 0 f t hi s year to specifically 

CmdV lBC ” . ....cnnrt h.illr nrnrtiifU. 


22 ) 


Inidy ®; '/y transport " bulk products’, 
for*).;. /According to Yaser Al Tal, 



with your 


purpose Brazilian-made ship, 
having a 7-year operational 
•V /October 25; age and able to carry 15,000 
,Y\' You & C tonnes. Purchased with 
T • vnur financing from the Jeddah- 


‘ ■ financing irom me jcuudu- 

eain t based Islamic Development 

1 do ilw on * Bank, the new vessel is the 
get DU 5 *. . — mim^r hniioht bv the 


second carrier bought by the 
. Named 

, . Ha » lllw the new 

-ember 21M^ vessel will be car^ng phos- 


8P\ ^ts. second earner oougn 

^ company this .year. 

JUX« : fitfUrf'ihe Blue Honzon. i 

^ , ^ ill .u III M rnrrvit 



Tonigb 1 - • that the company, now capt- 
11 mcce^talised al JD 7 million had 
f made profits in excess of JD 
” 2?/ 15 million since it was set up 


*?> JluT m 15 million since n was set up 
WI " 1 Yves*?- in 1980. Asked about joint 


■’lives 


marine transport between 


— - 21 c Jordanian and Israeli pons, 

c u Mr. Al Tal said the matter 

, 0 , Vou fh," was still not dear However 
arh ™ ■. l_ that “if we could 


iJopi* i&he said that « we couio 
ie^ V consolidate our current drive 


fvou consolidate our current «mc 

1 } o to reduce the Suez Canal fees 

'Vrtjed. and put enough incentives to 
,nff ,rv 2° ’marine freight companies in 
;F«W®S « t Aqaba, then the Israeli port’s 
You. 1 b *-n & (activity) on the Mediterra- 
d wtu" 1 ^ and the Red Sea will not 
to have much effect on Aqaba 

’catfj - , x 


so 


(Al Ra’0- 






Windows 95 may leave consumers breathless, confused 


WASHINGTON (aFP) — 
Microsoft’s new Windows 95 
operating system, coming out 
Aug. 24 in the biggest global 
product launch in computer 
history, may leave the aver- 
age personal computer user 
daz z l ed but also confused. 

Microsoft, which makes 
the underlying software run- 
ning 80 per cent of the 
world’s personal computers, 
has refined this system to 
make it deaner, faster and 
brighter, with a host of new 
capabilities. 

Windows 9S users will have 
full "multi tasking”, or the 
ability to run two or more 
operations simultaneously, 
such as sending faxes while 
checking spelling on a report 
and remaining connected to 
an on-line network. 

A reorganised "desktop” 
will make it easier to see what 
files are available, and this 
can be customised for diffe- 
rent family members. Open- 
ing programmes and files will 
also be simplified, and get- 
ting rid of unwanted files will 
be as easy as dragging an icon 
to a "recycle” bin. 

File names won’t have to 
be limited to eight characters, 
as in the old system. So users 
can^ label their files "Letter to 
Mom" instead of “letr mom. 
doc." 


i iiey will also get im- 
proved protection against 
computer viruses and a single 
location to receive electronic 
mail and fax communication. 

*T think it's going to make 
computing much easier for 
the average person,” said 
JoAnnc Springer, assistant 
editor of Computer Life 
magazine. “In the usability 
tests wc did, we found that 
people who don't know com- 
puters find this much easier 
to use.” 

"I'm really pleased. It will 
make using computers an 
effortless, natural and enjoy- 
able process,” said Rick 
Shaddock, a Washihgton 
computer instructor who has 
rested Windows 95. 

With the new software, 
new hardware and accessor- 
ies can be installed without 
complicated reprogramming, 
because Windows 95 senses 
the equipment being used. 
This feature is known as 
“plug and play.” 

Microsoft says its 32-bit 
programme is like having a 
freeway expanded from lo to 
32 lanes. But it will take some 
rime for the full features of 
Windows 95 to filter through 
to everyday computing. 

For one, much of the new 
software and hardware that 
lakes advantage of Windows 
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in (O-OMniUM wad, 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(August 7 - August 11, 1995) 


AMMAN — The U.S. unit rose sharply against other 
major currencies last week. It ended the week 2.66 per cpnt 
.higher against the yen. 2.61 per cent higher against the 
mark, and 2.12 per cent against sterling. 

The dollar rose more than a pfenning against the mark 
Monday upon renewed expectations that the Bundesbank 
might lower German interest rates at its meeting the 
following Thursday. Reports indicated that the dollar’s 
rally against the mark accelerated after it broke resistance 
at 1.4030 marks. 

The U.S. unit was little changed against other major 
currencies Tuesday, however. Traders were watdiiftg the 
U.S. Treasury three year note auction, the 1st leg of a $42.5 
billion tresury refunding, to verify whether Japan's dereg- 
ulatory move to stimulate investment overseas will encour- 
age Japanese investors’ appetite for U.S.. Treasuries. The 
dollar fell as markets were disappointed by the weak 
showing of Japanese investors, but it recovered later that 
day on hopes that Japanese buying will emerge in the next 
two legs of the refunding. 

The dollar closed narrowly-mixed against other major 
currencies Wednesday. Reports indicated that the 2nd leg 
of the U.S. Treasury auction was more than favourable. 
But auction results did not trigger dollar buying as traders 
remained on the sidelines ahead of a Bundesbank Council 
meeting and the 3rd leg of U.S. Treasury auction the 
following day. 

The dollar surged against other major currencies Thurs- 
day. The U.S. unit rose after the release of the Producer 
Price Index showing that U.S. inflationary pressures 
remain subdued. The index was unchanged in July after 
dipping in June. The dollar’s rally accelerated when stop 
loss orders surfaced. Reports indicated that the 3rd leg of 
U.S. Treasury auction attracted strong bidding, yet did not 
contribute to the dollar's rally. Meanwhile, traders were 
disappointed after Bundesbank Council members left 
official interest rates unchanged. 

The dollar continued its strong rally against other major 
currencies at the end of the week. It rose on comments by a 
Bundesbank official, who said that banks had room to 
lower bids on the securities repurchase rate. In addition, 
rumours that hedge funds run by financier George Soros 
were placing bets on a higher dollar drove the U.S. unit 
higher. Meanwhile, analysts indicated rhat the regulatory 
move that the Japanese government took to stimulate 
investment overseas, the concerted intervention led by the 
Bank of Japan and the Fed to support the dollar, and 
dealers’ expectations chat the Bundesbank might ease its 
monetary policy soon, are the factors rhat were driving for 
a higher dollar. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.4347 marks, 
93.90 yen and at $1.5715 to sterling. 


New York CVolng Kates fbr Carrcocfcs Against the 
U5. Dollar 


Currency 

fntty 

Asvm - • • »W5 

CIOM 

AocM-ii-iro 

Close 

Pcrcetn 

Change 

Starling Pound". 

16055 

1.5715 

(2.121% 

DfUtacfe* Mark 

1-3972 

1.4J47 

061)% 

SwbsFiuc 

1.1525 

1.1945 

032)% 

Pnmcfl FTunc 

4 8080 

4.9500 

(2X7) % 

JlptowVw 

9140 

9390 

(266) % 


-LSDPwSTC 


Currency 

Mp« - « - ISM 

Aofian-ll -1995 

l-MauhlVi 

l.Yorft) 

l.MMOKft) 

1 -Yew ft) 

tLS. Dollar 

534 

568 

5.73 

593 

^eriing Pound 

6.75 

7 12 

665 

6.5M 

DcolKtK Mark 

4J1 

4.35 

4.37 

4.43 

Swiss Franc 

2D2 

2.7} 

2.75 

■ 2.93 

Francfe Franc 

5.62 

5.76 

600 

SJ0 

Japanese Yea 

081 

' 0*8 

OB7 

0.78 


InieAaL tad nut toiwiau ou'ndiflg U 5. DoBui l,MM00oreqn**km 


Carnal Bank or Joitfu Ewfe»**Kaic BaUetfa 

Date 


AagM- U-1993 



Bid 

Offer 

UJ. Dollar 

0.7060 

0.7080 

Suritnc Pound 

1.1080 

1.1135 

Deuudta Mart 

0.4900 

04915 

Swiss Franc 

0-5900 

0.5930 

French Franc 

0.1424 

0.1431 

Japanese Yen' 

0.7506 

0.7544 

Dutch GttSdcr 

0.4374 

04396 

Smdlib Krona 

- 


Italian Lira* 

0.0440 

0.0442 

Bdrian franc 

. 

« 

I • Frr 100 


95 capabilities is not yet on 
the market. So “pFug and 
play” may not work for some 
equipment and existing soft- 
ware may be no faster than 
on the cunent Windows 3.1 
version. 

Some computer buffs 
argue that Windows 95 is 
simply catching up with the 
operating system of Apple's 
Macintosh, which has had 
user-friendly features like a 
"trash can” and multitasking 
capabilities for a decade.- 

Meanwhile, for millions of 


people with existing PCs and 
Windows software, the deci- 
sion on upgrading is a diffi- 
cult one. 

Microsoft is offering the 
new software to existing Win- 
dows owners at under $100. 
yet most users will face far 
higher costs in upgrading 
their systems. 

For one, Windows 95 is 
greedy in its need for compu- 
ter memory and hard disk 
storage space . Microsoft 
maintains the new software 
can be installed on computers 


standard in the United States 
several years ago. with Intel 
386 processors and four 
megabytes of RAM. or oper- 
ating memory. 

Bui reviewers who have 
tested the new system suggest 
the system works best with 
the newest computers on the 
market, with Pentium mic- 
rochips. generous hard drives 
and eight to 16 megabytes of 
RAM. Upgrading these items 
could cost several hundred 
dollars. 

Without a CD-ROM play- 


er, users will need to juggle 
13 floppy disks to install Win- 
dows 95. 

Owners of oldi r computers 
"would be best off not (up- 
grading) if they're happy with 
what they’ve got,” says 
Gregg Keizer,” an Oregon- 
based freelance writer spe- 
cialising in computers. “It’s 
just an operating system.. .it 
doesn't automatically make 
all the things on their 
machines obsolete.” 

Despite the questions, 
computer experts note that 


users, particularly in busi- 
ness, will have to adapt to 
Windows 55 sooner or later, 
if for other reason than the 
dominance of Microsoft in 
the operating systems of new 
persona] computers. 

“Any company staying on 
the cutting edge of technolo- 
gy will eventually have to use 
it.” said Bob Walker, a busi- 
ness consultant with Adv- 
anced Systems, Inc. "It will 
be a necessity for any modern 
corporation. You may not 
have a choice.” 


IT T NANOXAX. MAJK1UBT 
HOgSJK BANX ea m i EU MWU - SHMEXSAS: 

TK.BVHO**; 607271 / 607279 
SAXXZKS MARKET SHARK PA ICR LIST FOB S0M3AX 


23/08/1996 



COMPANY '3 MAMS 


MO. or 
SHARKS 
TRADED 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


PRKV. - CLOSING 
CLOSING TRICE 
PRICE 

l'L nia; r uni 


ARAB HAM* PIC 

200 

42690 

213.-750 

213.500 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

5250 

2J272 

4.500 

4.460 

MIDDLE TART TWTSTMXNT BARK. 

5900 

7357 

1.299 

1.250 

INDUSTRIAL DKVXLOPUBVT BANK 

200 

508 

2.520 

2.540 

THE HOUSING NAUR- 

390 

1403 

9.750 

9. BCD 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

135 

372 

2. BOO 

2.760 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

77S0 

8729 

1. 140 

1.140 

JORDAN ISLAMIC RANK 

772 

2855 

3.750 

3.700 

BUSINESS BANK 

4 SO 

1724 

3.850 

3.830 

BEIT ELUAL SAVUKHr INVESTMENT FCUt HOUSING 

SO 

173 

■ 3.453 

3.490 

AM4AM BASK FOR INVESTMENT 

6928S 

71967 

1.060 

1.040 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANX. 

1474 

542) 

1 .600 

1.590 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


93666 


166448 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE 


-D.47X 


JORDAN TRENCH INSURANCE 
NO LX LAND INSURANCE - 


400 

1624 


1079 

429S 


2. 700 
2.820 


2.7C0 

2.8C0 


1 KOURANCX 


SECTOR 


1934 


6374 


INDEX NUMBER: 133.64 
CHANCE : 0.007 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERN ATXONAX. TRAD INC CENTER 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAD INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATICgt 


ZARXA PRIVATE ONXVBH6ZTT 


B 5250 
1300 
2900 
1000 
4500 
1100 
1500 


103984 

3627 

6261 

1170 

9753 

3476 

20:0 


1.620 

2.830 

2.210 

1.200 

2.240 

3.160 

1.370 


1.613 
2.793 
2. ISC 
1.170 
2.20G 
3.160 
1-340 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


77350 


130281 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE 


126.38 

-0.59* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

6168 

21882 

3.S80 

3.650 

JORDAN PSOSPftR-n MINES 

4700 

14109 

3.010 

3.010 

rate arah potash 

170 

BIS 

5.000 

4.890 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RZFTNABI 

1760 

16527 

9.8B0 

9.430 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

2894 

14212 

5.000 

5. COO 

ARAB ALUMINIUM IMDDSTKZ 

15S0 

8060 

5.300 

5.200 

LIVESTOCK b POULTRY 

6300 

2B35 

.460 

.450 

AMI PAPER CONVERTING E TRADING 

2900 

3985 

1.430 

1.370 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

2700 

2720 

1.030 

1.000 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHBMXCAL INDUSTRIES 

3900 

8273 

2.230 

2.120 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHREM. 4 CHEMICALS 

32 SO 

7190 

2.200 

2.200 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

9670 

31620 

3.300 

3 .270 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OO. 

17250 

35177 

2.080 

2.060 

JORDAN HEN CABLE COMPANY 

22 SO 

3T3B 

1.700 

1 .660 

INTERNATIONAL TOBAGOQ & CIGARETTES 

9066 

12338 

1.37C 

1.38G 


iiBcazsr. 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


74508 


XB343B 


GRAND TOTAL 


2476S8 


485540 


INDEX NUMBER: 127.03 
CHANGE s -0.027 

INDEX NUMBER: 152.36 
CHANCE * s -0. 337- 


NO. OP TRADND SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


113574 

110591 


>a.- 



A FURNISHED SECOND FLOOR OF A VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of lour bedrooms, including two master 
bedrooms, four bathrooms, spacious salons, terraces, 
separate entrance and garage, central heating, solar 
heating, and telephone. 

Location : Mecca street, behind Jabsr commercial 
Centre. 

Pis. call Tei 815550. No Mediators allowed. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF INDIA 

On the occasion of the' Independence Day of 
India, a flag-hoisting ceremony will be held on 
Tuesday August 15, 1995 at 10 a.m. at the 
premises of the Embassy of India, First Circle, 
Jabal Amman (Opposite Malhas Hospital). 

All Indians and persons of Indian origin in Jordan 
with their family members are cordially invited to 
attend the function. 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHER WANTED 


Rawdat Al - Ma’aref Schools and College 


HAS A VACANCY FOR ( G.CE ) f 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE \ 
TEACHER EXPRIENCE IS A MUST. \ 


Qualified Candidates only 
Call Tel: 828949 / ext. 17 
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SHORT TIME 

SAVES MONEY 


SECRETARIAL COURSE 
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DOLLAR 


RtNTA CAR 


Make Car 
IRental Simple 


Shmeisoni 
Tel: 693399 


ccand Unfurnished S 
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The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Ammai| 
Deir Ghbar - American 
\ Embassy Str. near Baytuna j 
Housing Estate 
[Open from; 

12 noon - 3:30 pun. 
600 - 1130 pun- 
«. Tef- 66163* 
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RENTACAR 



King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel 699420 - 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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Dominique Wilkins leaves NBA 


to join Panathinaikos of Greece 


ATHENS (AP) — Dominique Wilkins has left the Boston 
Celtics to sign with a professional team in Greece. 

Panathinaikos Athens said Saturday it had signed the 
2.03-raetre (6-foot-S) forward. Press reports said Wilkins. 
35. signed a two-year contract for S7 million, the richest 
contract for a player outside the National Basketball 
Association. 

Wilkins had two years remaining on his contract with the 
Celtics, but his contract contained a buyout clause. 

Recently, Wilkins was involved in a- dispute with the 
team over an S8.4 million loan he claimed he was owed. 
Because of the NBA lockout, the team said he wasn't 
entitled to the money. 

Celtics officials could not be reached for comment. 

Panathinaikos and its archrival Olympiakos are Greece’s 


two major teams, in the last two seasons. Panathinaikos 
finished third in the European Championship behind 


Olympiakos. 


Drafted in 1982 by Utah, Wilkins played more than 11 
seasons with the Atlanta Hawks before being traded to the 
Los Angeles Clippers in February 1994 in exchange for 
Danny Manning. 

His best season was 1985-86, when he led the NBA in 
scoring with 30.3 points a game. 

In July 1994. Wilkins signed as a free agent with the 
Celtics but wasn't a success. Coach Chris Ford benched him 
early in the season, and Wilkins averaged just 17.8 points, 
his lowest average since his rookie season, and shot a 
career-low 42 per cent from the field. 


World Athletics Championships 


O’Sullivan, Pedroso set the record straight 


GOTHENBURG (AFP) — 
Smiling Sonia O’Sullivan set 
the tone at the world cham- 
pionships here on Saturday... 
It was time to prove a point 
and set the record straight. 

O'Sullivan at last took the 
title many felt she should 
have won two years ago when 
she was swept aside by a 
■Chinese clean-sweep. 

Her 5,000m win on Satur- 
day also earned her a slice of 
history as she became Ire- 
land’s first woman world 
champion. 

The dramatic decline, 
however, of Qu Yunxia — 
who led in that 3,000m 
triumvirate ahead of O'Sulli- 
van in 1993 — and the rest of. 
Ma Junren’s former force has 
worried many athletics com- 
mentators since. 

O'Sullivan, who trains in 
London with a stable of 
world-class Kenyans, simply 
wanted to prove the point 
that she was world champion 
material. 

“I did what I came here to 
do.” she said. Which was to 
bide her time before dear 
troying double-seeking 
10,000m champion Fernanda 


Ribeiro of Portugal over a 
sdntilatting final 200m. 

Cuban Ivan Pedroso also 
proved a point. 

The 22-year-old let 1991 
and 1993 gold medallist Mike 
Powell — nine years his elder 

— know that his reign as the 
world number one is over as 
he leapt 8.70m for the long 
jump gold. 

He also let the Internation- 
al Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion bosses know that they 
may rule out his “world re- 
cord," recorded just before 
the championships, but they 
cannot take his new-found 
status away from him. 

Pedroso jumped 8.96 in 
Italy last month to overtake 
Powell's epic 1991 jump in 
Mexico by a single centimetre 
but the IAAF are still grumb- 
ling over the presence of an 
official in front of the. wind 
gauge, that’ windy day. 

But actions tend to speak 
louder than words. 

Powell’s failure — he even 
allowed Jamaican 20- year-old 
Janies Beckford to edge past 
him on his final jump — 
again, by a single centimetre 

— seemed to suggest the 


. times are changing in favour 
of fresher faces. 

American Allen Johnson 
did the seame in the 110m 
hurdles, proving the point to 
yesterday's man Roger King- 
dom. 

He later surge gave her a 
championship best 14 mi- 
nutes 46.47 seconds while the 
Portuguese runner, all guts to 
O'Sullivan's grace, took sil- 
ver ahead of Zohra Ouaziz oi 
Morocco. 


hamstring as be was deposed 
in the 100m, might make a 
dramatic final-day return. 

If the American perform- 
ance seemed casual, Martin 
Fiz's didn’t. 


American joy over the hur- 
dles — which returned the 
title to the nation that de- 
lighted in Greg Foster's wins 
in 1983. 1987 and 1991 — was 
not matched by the history- 
making sprint relay squad. 

Unbeaten in the world 
championships and the hol- 
ders of the Olympic title and 
wo/ld record, they blundered 
like schoolboys, losing in the 
heats following an abortive 
change-over between Jon 
Drummond and Theodore 
McCall. 

Later, the British were run 
out of their semi-final , en- 
ding any chance that Linford 
Christie, who wrenched his 


The Spaniard — who 
shares bis physical trainer 
with cycling legend Miguel 
tndurain, the five-times win- 
ner of the Tour de France — 
showed huge reserves of 
courage to wui the marathon. 

Dionicio Ceron of Mexico, 
the world's best for the last 
three years, kicked three 
kilometres from the end of an 
event that had turned into a 
two-horse face. 

But European champion 
Fiz dug in despite dropping a 
dangerous 15m back, crept 
up again and stormed past in 
2hr 11 min 41sec. 


That time, it seems, will 
stand. The organisers — un- 
like the American relay — 
got it right this time. 

They had allowed the 
women's event at die start of 
the championships to be run 
over a course that turned out 
to be 400m short of the stipu- 
lated 42.-195. 


Torrence gets revenge; Morceli wins 1500m 


GOTHENBURG, 'Sweden 
( AFP) — Bitter Gwen Torr- 
ence got her revenge over 
rival Merlene Ottey as she 


anchored the American 
sprint relay squad to gold 
here. 

The race ended with a per- 


fect head-to-head between 
the two. but Torrence — the 
100m individual winner who 
was stripped of the 200m title 
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Alahlia-Abela Superstore 

in conjunction with the 

Australian Meat & Live-Stock Corporation 

presents 

The Australian Expert Butcher 

David Jones 

.Exclusively at: 

Alahlia-Abela from 4:00 to 8:00 pm. 
between 15th - 1 8th of August 95. 


The Popular Australian Butcher 

will provide advice on how to 
select, prepare, cook and present 
meat for various dishes. 


See the expertly prepared 
display of fresh lamb, taste the quality 
and learn how to choose 
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for running out of her lane — 
powered away from Ottey to 
win by three metres in a time 
of 42.12 sec. 

Torrence did. not give 
Ottey — who was awarded 
the 200m title in her place 
and then rubbed it in by 
calling the American a cheat 
— so much as a look as she 
crossed the finish with arms 
raised. 

Russia, without the injured 
Irina Privalova. the indi- 
vidual 200m silver and 100m 
bronze medallist, bungled 
their baton changing and 
failed to finish. 

The United States' only 
other win in the event came 
in 1987 at Rome. 

Unbeatable Noureddine 
Morceli staked a claim to the 
title of all-time great as he 
sealed a hat-trick of 1,500m 
world titles. 

The Algerian, unbeaten 
over the distance since the 
1992 Olympics, produced a 
masterly display over the fin- 
al lap to finish alone in 3min 
33.73. 

Burundian Venuste Niyon- 
gabo, hyped up as the great 
pretender, lost the silver on 
the line as the even younger 
Hicham El Guerrouj- of 
Morocco caught him in the 
straight, clocking 3:35.28. 

Sprinter Donovan Bailey 
anchored the all-conquering 
4x100m 


Canadians to the 4x100m. 


‘Hitting 
soccer ball 
with head 


may sap 
mental skills’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Soc- 
cer players who repeatedly 
use their beads to whack 
the ball risk losses in mental 
skills, says a study that 
found problems in athletes 
as young as teenagers. 

Players who said they 
“headed” the ball more 
than 10 times a game 
showed lower average 
scores than other players on 
tests of attention, concen- 
tration and overall mental 
functioning. 

Evidence of harm from 
less frequent heading was 
inconsistent, suggesting 
that some other influence 
like proper technique might 
help protect a gains t die 
effect, said researcher 
Adrienne. Witol. 

The study, which in- 
cluded 60 players from high 
school, college and a pro-' 
fessional team, did not test 
children younger than 14. 
But Witol said children may 
be at risk because they have 
smaller bodies, weaker 
neck muscles and less ex- 
perience in proper heading 
technique than older play- 
ers. 


The researchers did not 
assess what the lower scores 
on. their tests meant for the 
daily lives of players. They 
described their study as an 
initial, sign that the effects 
of heading on the brain 
must be studied further. 

In the meantime, Witol 
said in an interview that 
parents of young soccer 
players should not panic. 

‘This is a preliminary 
study. You .don't base a 
huge decision on whether 
or not soccer {day is horr- 
ibly dangerous and pull kids 
out based on one study,” he 
said. 

■ He added, however: “If I 
had a child, I would dis- 
courage him from heading 
the ball until I had more 
answers.” 

Witol is a neuropsycholo- 
gy fellow in the department 
of physical medicine and 
rehabilitation at the medic- 
al college of Virginia, which 
is part of Vnguna jGam- 
monwealth University in 
Richmond. She presented 
the study Saturday at the 
annual meeting of the 
American psychological 
association. 

“I think Dr. Witol alerts 
us to a potential problem in 
this country with soccer and 
in particular, heading," 
commented Jeffrey T. 
Barth, chief of psychology 
at the University of Virginia 
medical school. 

Barth, who has studied 
the effects of mild bead 
injuries on college football 
players, also stressed that 
the results are prelim inary. 

The effect on everyday 
life, how long the impair- 
ments last and even 
whether they really come 
from the impact with the 
ball rather than some other 
aspect of playing soccer 
must still be studied, he 
said. 

He also noted that head-*! 
mg is not as common 
among children as among 
high school players. He said 
he would not be concerned 
about harm to elementary- 
school players. 


Relegated Crystal Palace 


Leicester win on opening day 


r » 


LONDON (AFP) — Rele- 
gated pair Crystal Palace and 
Leicester made successful 
starts to their campaigns for a 
rapid return to the Pre- 
miership on Saturday but 
there was no such joy for 


beat 


Ipswich, who crashed at En- 
glisl 


lish First division new boys 
Birmingham. 

Palace emerged from, a 
summer of upheaval to clinch 
a nerve-racking 4-3 win over 
Barnsley in an exciting dash 
at Selhurst Park. 

Palace’s relegation from 
the Premiership last season 
was followed by the depar- 
ture of manager Alan Smith 
and a series of big-name 
stars. 

The new season started 
badly, though, when Steve 
Davis fired Barnsley in front 
after 12 minutes. 


aptain ana Republic 
of Ireland star Ray Houghton 
levelled after quarter of an 
hour. Northern Ireland strik- 
er Iain Dowie scored either 
side of the break, and Dean 
.Gordon who wants to leave 
the club netted a fourth after 
60 minutes. 

Adrian Viveash and Andy 
Liddell hit back for Barnsley, 
but Palace held out to clinch 
three points. 

Former Manchester Un- 
ited sharp shooter Mark 
Robins netted a 69tb-minute 


winner as Leicester 
Sunderland 2-1 at Roker 
Park. .. . 

Australian international 
Steve Corira. signed on Fri- 
day from Sydney club Marco- 
ni, had given the Foxes a 
flying start with a .stunning 
20-yard drive before former 
Filbert Street favourite Steve 
Agnew levelled for Sunder- 
land. ‘ , 

Paul Tail. Ricky Otto and 
Jason Bowen, newly signed 
from Swansea, made the 
sco resheet as last season s 
second division champions 
Birmingham bounced back to 
clinch a 3-1 win after going 
behind to Ian Marshall’s 
47th-minute opener for 
Ipswich. 

Title favourites Wolves 
had to be satisfied with a 2-2 
draw after twice leading at 
Tranmere. 

Former England star Steve 
Bull-and Don Goodman were 
on target for Graham 
Taylor's side while Republic 
of Ireland internationals mid- 
fielder Liam O'Brien and the 
e ver-dangerous John 
Aldridge netted for the 
Birkenhead club. 

Gerry Creaney, Port- 
smouth's top scorer last term, 
got this season off to a bright 
start by netting twice in the 
4-2 win over Southend. 

Pompey's other goals came 
from a Steve Tilson own goal 


and Jason Re^ whnk Andy 

Thomson got bo* for X"" 1 

en Dave Gilbert and Chns 

to victory. . . ek 

Gilbert, signed the. we« 

^ a Wome^r- 

Charlton while his form* 

Club were P un, ^£ y w to 
Tranmere man Malkin, wdo 

helped Millwall to a ~-l v ? c_ 

“ Atex Ra= got ^ London- 
er, off the mark frorn tbe 
Denalty spot while Steve 
Livinastone pulled one back 
for Grimsby after Malkin had 

Stt Derek Payne and 

Johnson ensured Sheffield 

United manager Dave Bas- 
sett had a fruitless return to 
his former club Watford 
Welsh international Nathan 
Blake got the Blades goal in 

a 2-1 defeat. , , . 

Adrian Williams lete 
effort earned Reading a 1-1 
draw at Stoke, who had gone 
ahead through Ray Wallace. 

And Mark Brennan scored 
twice as Oldham over- 
whelmed new boys Hudders- 
field, promoted via the 
second division play-offs. 
Former Aberdeen midfielder 
Lee Richardson completed 
the Latics’ 3-0 Boundary 
Park romp. 


Agassi breezes through 
in soaring temperatures 


CINCINNATI (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi shed his black- 
look Saturday as tempera- 
tures on court soared to 43 
degrees centigrade, staying 
cool enough to beat Swede 
Thomas Enqvist 6-4, 6-2, for 
a place in the final of the 
SI. 8-million A.TP cham- 
pionship. 

Agassi, the eight seed and 
world number one, dispensed 
with his usual image-driven 
black shoes and socks, re- 
placing them with white mod- 
els for the match, his third 
final in as many tournaments. 

The American was red-hot 
in the sweltering summer 
heat as be dismantled the 
game of 13th seed Enqvist in 
a battle of the fittest. , . 

“Hey, I came out as pre- 
.pared as possible for the con- 
ditions,” said Agassi, who 
has won titles in Washington 
and Montreal in recent 
weeks. “Black socks and 
shoes don’t make it in these 
temperatures, so I switched. 

“I peaked at the right time 
against a dangerous player. I 
tope that I can keep that up 
for the final.” 

The winner will face the 
victor of the contest be- 
tween defending champion 
Michael Chang, seeded 
fourth, and number eight 
German Michael Stich. 

Agassi ran his 1995 record 
against Swedes to 8-1 and his 



Andre Agassi 

overall mark to 80-9 since the 
U.S. Open last year. 

Agassi has been formid- 
able on hardcourts, with his 
only two losses from 42 
matches on the surface com- 
ing to world number two rival 
Pete Sampras, both in 
tournament finals. 

There was little drama in 
the semi-final, which Agassi 
wrapped up with a minimum 
of effort. He broke the 21- 
year-old Enqvist in the fifth 
game of the opening set and 


again in. the first and fifth of 
the second as be secured vic- 
tory in 69 minutes. 

“He didn't miss and was 
running me everywhere," 
said Enqvist, who has won 
three titles on three different 
surfaces so far this year. “I 
was like a car without an 
engine. 

“I had no power-left in my 
body. This is my fourth week 
of tournaments. Andre made 
me run a lot, he was playing 
too well.” 


Rubin ousts Sanchez, faces Martinez 


MANHATTAN BEACH 
(R) — Tenth seed Chanda 
Rubin took full advantage 
ofe a below-par Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario td defeat the lop 
seed 6-3, 6-1 on Saturday and 
advance into the final of the 
Acura Classic against Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain. 

The second seeded- 
Martinez beat unseeded In- 
donesian Yayuk Basuki 6-1, 
7-6 (7-4) in the day’s second 


semifinal. 

Sanchez Vicario broke to 
lead 2-1 and then held two 
break points for .a 4-1 lead. 

But the rest of the match 
belonged to Rubin, the 19- 
year-old Louisiana daughter 
of a judge. 

Her strong forehand and 
ability to stretch her 


tunity, meant the Biggest win 
of her career was well- 
deserved. 

“I really attacked well and 
executed my game plan, 
• which was to hit out oh my 
forehand and get in when I 
could. I wanted to get her on 
the move, and to mix it up 


doiuty to stretch her oppo- and not hit evervthino Hpph 
n=nt wide. backed up by fin and it worked.- 1 ® Vlb£’ 
willingness to come in to the who upset Argentine ’ 


net when she had the oppor- 


SECOND FLOOR OF A VILLA FOR RENT 

3 large bedrooms with built-in cupboards, large 
living area, closed veranda, study, maid's room, 3 
bathrooms, kitchen, total area of 290 sq.m., 
(unfurnished).- Location: Two blocks before 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

Telephone: 690548 


Super deiuxe furnished & unfurnished 
apts. (4) rent 

Newly-built ground & second floor each -of them 
consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, living/ 
dining room, garden, garage, central heating ancL 
telephone. 

Please call 614597 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

The first is a 200 square metres, separate ground floor 
apartment, consisting of two bedrooms, guest room,, 
sitting and dining area, glassed-in veranda, garden, and 
-a garage. The second is a 220 square, metre sepond 
floor apartment, consisting of three bedrooms, guest 
room, living room, glassed-in balcony, Each apartment, 
has separate central heating, telephone, maid room, 
large kitchen, and deluxe furniture, 

Please .pall Tet. 665711 antj 664256 


- ■- FOR RENT 
DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 


Three bedrooms, a master with bath, the other two 
with another common bath. One reception area and 
another combined with a dining room. 8ig kitchen, 
guest toilet and maid's room, also available, parking 
for one car, a telephone and building attendant. 

To arrange for visit please call 
Tel: 618612 Mr. Zakaria. 


_ w Gab-_ 

neia Sabatini in the quarter- 
finals. £ 

While Rubin Was aggres- 
sive, Sanchez Vicario was a 
pale shadow of her normal 
self. Her serve was complete- 
ly ! n p^ ec ri ve » she was slow 
and lethargic, and after the 
first few games she posed no 
threat at all. 

Martinez reached' her 
second final in the two weeks 
oyending the run of Basuki, 
who had upset three seeds on 

a ,T y t0 ^ semifinals. 

Although Basuki held four 
break points at 1-2 in the 
second set, the Spaniard 
stayed m control. At 5-3 she 
neid match point, but Basuki 
saved it with a lob as Mar- 
tinez complained the (ndone- 
s ' a J \ s serye had been long. 
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CINEMA TEL:634144 
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kevin Bacon & David Strathaim in 

The River 


Wild 


Shows; 1230, 330. 6:15, B30. 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLfSZfS 

Kama! Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 


m 


Easy to Get 


( Arabic ) 

Shows: 1230, 330, 5:00, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL:677420 

COfKOUP 


CONCORD “1” 

Adel Imam in 
Bakhit and Adfleh 
Shows. 12:30. 6. 10:30 
Ahmad Zaki in 
The Third Man 
Shows: 3:30. 8:30 

C0NC0BD “2” 

SPEED 

Shows: 3:30. 5:30 


i ~ — “use act 

their last two meetings. 


pmom THEumrs 

TEL:618274 - 61827f 
MUSA HIJAZIN 


“sumaa"’ 


IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 


written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


TEL:675571 

Presents 

kabaret 

Abeerlssa 
Ghassan Mashini 

with Amer khamash, Khalil 
Jahmanl. Mohammad Hussein! 

and Issam A1 Hanbali 
The theatre doses on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.rn 


Tel:625155 • 

aHUifl THEfiTRE 


presents 


(Ah Ian Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 


Shows slart at 8:30 p.m. 

tel. 625155 


For 
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Baseball legend Mantle dies at 63 



Dallas (apj - M.ekc> 
whose matnmuth 
swing and country-bcy 
v;harm made him a larger* 
than-life hero to genera- 
tions of fans, died early 
Sunday from liver cancer. 
He was 63. 

The New York Yankees 
hall of farrier died at 2:!U 
a.m. EDT (0610 GMT). 
Baylor Universuy Medical 
Centre said. 

Mantle received a liver 
transplant on June $. On 
July 13. it was discovered 
rhat his liver cancer had 
spread to his right lung, 
and he was readmitted To 
the hospital on Aug. 4. 

rhrec dnyb later, it wj*> 
found that the cancer had 
spread to include more of 
his lungs and abdoment de- 
spite intensive chemuther- 
apy. 

“This is the most aggres- 
sive cancer that anyone on 
the medical team has ever, 
wen," said Goran Klint- 
malm, director of trans- 
plant services at Baylor. 
"But the hope in this is that 
Mickey left behind a lega- 
cy. Mickey and his team 
have already made an enor- 
mous impact by increasing 
i he awareness of organ 
donation. This may "be- 
come Mickey's ultimate 
Miome run.** 

Many of Mantle’s family 
members, friends and for- 
mer teammates from his 
glory day of the Yankees 
visited him in the days be- 
fore his death, talking ab-, 
out the times he led them 
to seven World Senes 


championships. 

Mantle, whose strength 
helped him 536 home runs, 
had his health take a down- 
ward turn in the middle of 
last week, and his condition 
wa.\ downgraded to serious. 

blond, handsome, grace- 
ful and a muscular with 
power from both sides of 
the place. The Mick was 
perfect heir to Joe Dimag- 
gio in centre Held at Yank- 
ee Stadium. 

Millions idolised No. 7. 
and he rewarded his faith- 
ful with the ■ eight-highest 
home run total in history. 
He was a three-time MVP 
in the American League, 
won the triple crown in 
1956 and won four all home 
titles, accomplishing many 
of his fears despite gimpy 
knees. 

Mantle was driving force 
on Yankees teams that won 
12 al pennants. His IK 
home runs in World Scries 
play is a record that still 
stands. 

Bom in Oklahoma and 
named for his father's 
favourite ballplayer — hall 
of famer Mickey Cochrane 
— Mamie never lost the 
soft twang or easy smile 
that made him popular 
throughout his career, and 
beyond. Mantle retired at 
age 37 after the 1968 sea- 
son. 

“Nobody was gifted with 
more physical talent," for- 
mer teammate Tony Kubek 
said. "He could dominate 
any area of the game.," 

It was his life outside the 
game, however, that he 



Mickey Mantle 

came to lament. 

A fixture on the Manhat- 
tan nightclub scene with 
Yankee teammates Whitey 
Ford and Billy Martin, 
Mantle acknowledged his 
lifetime of drinking in a 
first-person article for 
sports illustrated magazine 
in April 1994. 

He described seeing his 
doctor and learning the 


outcome of liver tests a few 
months before being admit- 
ted to the Betty Ford Cli- 
nic. 

’’The doctor called me 
into his office and said, 
‘Mickey, your liver is still 
working, but it has healed 
itself so many times that 
before long you're just 
going to have one big scab 
ror a liver. Eventually, 
you’ll need a new liver." 

Mantle said he would 
start sOme mornings with 
the "breakfast of cham- 
pions" — a big glass filled 
with a shot of brandy, some 
kahlua and cream. 

"Billy Martin and I used 
to drink them all the rime, 
and I named the drink after 
us," he said. “Sometimes 
when I was in New York.... 
and Billy and I were 
together, we would stop 
into my restaurant around 
10 in the morning and the 
bartender would dump all 
the ingredients into a blen- 
der. After one drink I Was 
off and running. ...unless 1 
had a business engage- 
ment, Td often keep drink- 
ing until I couldn't drink 
anymore." 

Mantle was the only male 
member of his family to 
live past 41. 

His father died at (hat 
age from Hodgkin's dis- 
ease, a lymphatic cancer; 
his grandfather died at 40 
with the same ailment, as 
did an uncle. One of Man- 
tle’s sons, Billy, also had a 
long struggle with the dis- 
ease, then died of a heart 
attack last year at age 36. 


Hill wins 
Hungarian GP 
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BUDAPEST (AP) — 
Damon Hill started from the 
pole and led all the way to 
win the Hungarian Grand 
Prix on Sunday', and reigning 
champion Michael Schu- 
macher's hot pursuit ended 
three laps from the finish as 
he coasted off the track. 
Hill, 34, who needed a win 
• to protea his job, won his 
-1 third Formula One race of 
=' the season and gained on the 
. r German Schumacher, car- 
$ rent points leader. Hill's vic- 
tory was good for 10 points, 
putting him at 45 points, only 
II behind Schumacher, who 
has won five races this sea- 
son. 

in. the first and fife: "It was never over until he 

?conjj as he secured!: (Schumacher) dropped out," 
in 69 minutes. Hill said. “It was a nice relief, 
e didn't miss and* but 1 think we would have 
ine me e%eryvta: Tpien him if he'd kept on 
Enqvist. who hss^ Suing, 
ritles on three diflor Hill's Williams Renault 

•es so far this vm 1 teammate. David Coulthard. 
W * "car with od- r second. 33.398 seconds 

!,KC " behind. 

f ‘ j At In third place was Gerhard 

Berger of Austria in a Fer- 
. This ism ran, one j a p p e hind Hill, 

jmaments. . Schumacher's Benetton 

un a lot. he » ™ ■ Renault teammate. Johnny 

veil- Herbert of Britain, was 

' fourth, followed by Heinz- 

M nrtinPZ Harald Freiuzen of "Germany 
fci" driving a Saubcr Ford. 

.. ThebiS? 65 ^ Sixth was Olivier Panis of 
•* career^ 5 * France, driving a Ligier 


Driver Championship 
standings: 

1 . Michael Schumacher 56 pts 

2. Damon Hill .. U1 . 45 

3. JeanAIesi , 32 

4. David Coulthard 29 

5. Johnny Herbert 28 

6. Gerhard Berger 25 

7. Olivier Panis ..........8 

8. Rubens Barrichelio 7 

9. Heinz-Harald Frentzen .. 7 

10. Eddie Irvine 6 

11. MikaHakkinen — 5 

12. Marie Blundell 5 

13. Martin Bntndte ...........3 

14. Jean-Chrfstophe Boollion 

2 

15. Gianni Morbidefli 1 

16. Aguri Suzuki 1 

Constructors: 

1. Benetton -Rena nit ....74 pts 

2. Williams -Renault 68 

3. Ferrari 57 

4. Jordan-Peugeot 13 

5. LIgier-Mngen-Honda ... 12 

' 6. McLaren-Meroedes 10 

7. Sauber-Ford 9 

8. Footwork-Hart 1 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OM/UI SHARIF 
a TAKNAM HMSCH 

i. |M4 Irtktm Una cm » 


A WELL-SEASONED DEFENSE 


Both vulnerable. North denis. 
NORTH 

♦ K 10 
:* A K 7 
:• K Q J 

♦ A KQ 10 8 

WEST EAST 

+ Q976C2 *4 

IQJ C 986432 

v A 5 *83 

* J 9 4 ♦7 63 2 

SOUTH 

♦ A J 8 3 
'? 10 5 

C 10 0 7 6 4 2 

♦ 0 

The biddtne 

North . East South W«ot 

3 NT Paw 4 ’j Pam 

4 T Pam 6 v Pam 
Pam Pam 

Opening lead: Six of * 

Hercula Poirot summed it up 
bcautiiuUy in hie advice to hie axe ta- 
lent. Copt. Hastings; "Use the. lit Lie 
gray cells." Logical reasoning will 
often point the way to the winning 
play. 

North-South reached their sec- 
ond-beat contract— six no trump 
would hove been unbeatable and 
South might have considered bid- 
ding the no-trump slam rather than 
six diamonds once North had shown 
slam interest by cue-bidding hearts, 
confirming good diamond support. 


There was even the possibility that 
12 tricks could be made al no trump 
when at diamonds there were two 
trump losers! 

Let’s consider the situation from 
West’s point of view. With 10 high 
card points in the West hand, it was 
1 obvious East held nothing. One pos- 
sibility was to hope East held the 
ten of beans and attack that suit, 
but even if that were the case East 
would have no entry to cash the 
heart. 

Hie chib adit looked as unproran- 
. ing. It was too much to hope that 
-‘^teast held, the queen. .so there won 
nothing Utjpin from that lead. 

By a process of elimination that 
left spades. The low spade lead was 
token by dummy’s ten as East fol- 
lowed with the four and declarer 
played the eight. When a diamond 
was led to the ace. East produced 
the eight. 

The three of spades was missing. 
Who held it and was then: any due 
to how Weal should proceed? 

The answer lay in the play to the 
fuel trump trick. East almost cer- 
tainly held more than 0 Be' trump, so 
the eight could hardly be the lowest 
card in that suit. A trump echo by a 
defender shows the ability to ruff 
some suit and that could only be 
spades. So West led another 
spade— down one! 


Pan Pacific Swimming Championships 

U.S. takes world record 
while Aussies outraged 


ATLANTA (AFP) — The 
first world record in the 1996 
Olympic pool came here 
Saturday at the Pan Pacific 
Swim Championships but had 
to share the spotlight with 
Australian fears they were 
being cheated. 

The United Slates 4 x 
100m freestyle relay of David 
Fox, Joe Hudepohl. Jon 
Olsen and Gary Hall won in 
three minutes, 15.11 seconds, 
smashing the world mark of 
3:16.53 set by the U.S. gold 
medal relay at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. 

"We can all go faster. 
We've got a 3:14 in us easy 
next summer,” said Hude- 
pohl. “!t was a great way to 
break in the pool. We let* the 
world know this is our relay 
and no one is going to take it 
away from us.” 

Fox surged ahead on the 
fust leg in 49.32 seconds and 
Hudepohl increased the lead 
by following in 49.11. Olsen 
had the fastest leg next in 
48.17 and Hall finished the 
job in 48.51. 

"We thought breaking 3:16 
would be good," Olsen said. 
“This is amazing." 

Australians were stunned, 
but not at the world mark. 
They were wondering about 
their second disqualification 
in us many days under ques- 
tionable circumstances over a 
stroke violation. 

Australia's Susan O'Neill 
was triumphant, then dis- 
qualified. then reinstated, in 
the 100m butterfly, taking 
gold only because her beset 


friend and roommate, 
Samantha Riley, had been 
disqualified Friday in the 
100m breastroke. 

"Charly Mallery. the meet 
referee, said that because of 
the controversy over the 
other disqualification, they 
wanted to make sure the 
violation was seen by some- 
body else," said Australia 
Swimming president Evelyn 
Dill-Macky. "TTiey asked two 
other judges. They had not 
seen it, so they decided not to 
pursue it.” 

O’Neil!, whose winning 
time of 59.58 was a Common- 
wealth record, said she did 
not think she would have 
been given the gold had Riley 
not been banished earlier. ' 

“I'm beginning to think the 
Australian team is being 
picked on,” O'Neill said. "7 
couldn't believe it was hap- 
pening. I thought they must 
be out to get us after what 
happened with Samantha. 
It's pretty fishy it was two of 
us in two days for little 
things. And 1 did nothing 
wrong." 

O'Neill learned she was 
disqualified when it appeared 
on the sore board, but neither 
she nor any official told the 
Australian team why. Only 
later was she told it was for 
dipping her shoulder to gain 
at edge at the rum. 

"I couldn't believe it. I was 
extremely angry.” she said. 
"I was thinking of next year. 

I can’t wait to come back 
here next year. I was so 
angry." 


Record holder fails 
to reach final 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Triple 
world record holder Kieren 
Perkins knew when he missed 
10 days of training with an 
illness that he would never 
produce peak performances 
at the Pan Pacific Swim 
Championships 

But the Australian distance 
star came here anyway, figur- 
ing the opportunity to raarin 
the 1996 Olympic pool was 
worth the disappointments 
the meet has produced. 

"No mailer how I swim, 
the experience I have gained 
was worth it." Perkins said. 
"I thought about pulling out. 
I decided it was more impor- 
tant to see the Olympic venue 
and check everything out. We 
wanted to see how everything 
works so it's not a surprise 
next year. 

“I know what the Olympic 
pool is like, where the village 
is and what security will be 
like. If you're prepared for it. 
you won't get frustrated and 
it won’t affect your perform- 
ance." 

Perkins set world freestyle 
records last year at 400. 800 
and 1.500 metres. But the 
world 1.500m champion was 
edged for gold by country- 
man Dan Kowalski in the 
KUUm final. Then Perkins 
failed to qualify for the 400m 
final. 


"It's not going to cause me 
to give up or something," he 
said. "AH along 1 have 
known next year is a different 
story. I've no doubt I'll be 
ready for the Olympics." 

Perkins, who turns 22 on 
Monday, was bed-ridden in 
late June and struggled with- 
in breathing patterns even 
when he returned to the wa- 
ter. 

“My training hasn't been 
what I wanted.” Perkins said. 
"It was JO days I could ill 
afford. I was on the edge of 
just barely doing what 1 
needed to make it. But the 
bottom line is Atlanta is a 
year away.” 

John Carew. who coaches 
Perkins, was surprised the 
Brisbane resident was as slow 
as 3:54.67 in the 400m heats, 
trailing countrymen Kowalski 
and Glen Housman. 

"He was working. That 
was just it," Carew said. "I'm 
sure he will come back for the 
Olympics. 

"I have no worries he can 
get it back again. He is sensi- 
ble enough to know whar he 
has to do to get back here.” 

Part of his task will be to 
fight off Kowalski, who has 
emerged at this meet with 
three gold medals and one 
silver entering the final day. 




FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining 
room, living room, three bathrooms, 
telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call Tel: 666880 


FOR RENT 

TWO ADJACENT APARTMENTS 

4th floor-one furnished & one unfurnished each 
consists of three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining 
room, kitchen, two bathrooms & balcony. Independent 
C.H. & telephone. Location: Shmeisani, near Birds 
Garden, 10 Abdel Halem El Nimr St Annual rent only. 
Tel: 667862, 693443 




FOR RENT 

14 flats (possible to have it 42 luxury suites). Located in 
Amnian's exclusive residential area, Al-Rabia with a 
very beautiful view. Suitable for diplomatic missions and 
foreign companies, air line staff, expatriates working on 
local projects. Fully air-conditioned and tastefully 
furnished. 

Only direct contact Is accepted Tel: 836700 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

New unfurnished (210 sq.m.) apartment for rent in 
Deir Ghubar area. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
living, dining, family room, kitchen, in addition to 2 
balconies. Separate utility services and garage. 

For more information please call: 687373 
Sat. - Wed. ( 6-9 p.m.) 


In a very good condition 

GMC Safari SLE f 95 


6 cyl. , 4.3 L , Power steering , central 
lock , central air condition , ABS . 
Duty unpaid 


For more information please contact: MR. Shaker 

— . -7 >-/•*/> jo from 11:00 am 

Tel.: 756642 t0 13: oo pm 
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AQUAMARINA 

HOTELS 

Special Offer 

JD 20 B/B at Aquamarina I 
JD 16 B/B at Aquamarina III 

Per person per night in double mom 
including breakfast , sendee <§■ tax 

Please call 
316250 & 319425 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
( SUITABLE FOR DIPLOMATS ) 

Located at Bayader Wadi El-Sir, 2nd floor, 
residential area, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
modem kitchen, spacious salon and dining area 
television, telephone, fitted carpet. 

For information cal): 812238 


FOR RENT 


DELUXE FURNISHED APT. 


3 Bed Rooms, 2 Saloons, family room, 3 bath \ 
rooms, large kitchen, very fancy furnisher with \ 
all Electrical equipment and 2 telephone lines, 
one car garage. Area :260 m2, Location :\ 

Um othina. Price : 12000 JD. 

Pis. call 687821, 687822 
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‘ Job Vacancy 


~V. KLM CARGO JORDAN WISHING TO EMPLOY 

' Assistant to Director 


KLM CUSTOMER SERVICE OFFICER 

cargo 

5 A long established company operating in Jordan has a 
* x/oranev for a female assistant to the director ( with additional 


CANDIDATE SHCiULD HAVE THE 

5 responsibilities as an Office Manageress ) with the following 


FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS : 

35 qualifications: 


Fluent in English. 

- Jordanian national with an excellent command of English. 


Cargo experience in same or related Held. 

^ * University graduate with a major in business administration and 1 or related 


# Preferable knowledge of cumputers. 

j subjects. 


# Commercial background. 

* Extensive computer training and adequate related experience. 


# Positive attitude. 

* Extensive job related experience. 


Please send detailed C.V. with 

* Age group 28 to 35 years old. 


photograph before 19th of Aug. to : 

* Previous experience with international organisations is an asset. 


KLM CARGO 

* Employment to start beginning of October 1 995. 


P.O.Box 1304 AMMAN - JORDAN 

C V and all certificates to be. sent to P.O.Box 851474 


Attn : MR Sherif Fathi 

i swefieh-Amman 11185 - Jordan, application to be 

received by the 30th of August 1995. 

/ - 


Only Jordanian nationals need to apply 
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IN THE 2ND FLOOR 

• PERFUMERY 

• MALE/FEMALE WEARS 
•SUNGLASSES 

• SHOES • TOYS 

• GIFTS • LEATHER WEARS 

• HOUSEHOLD & 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 
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Buy & Win : 
a 1995 Boyer 
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Alahlia ~ Abela 
Superstore 


A PROJECT OF ALAHLIA COMMERCIAL CENTERS P.S.C. 
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Jordanian popular support 
for Saddam has dwindled 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordanians 
who embraced Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein as a 
long-awaited saviour dur- 
ing the 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
now blame him for im- 
poverishing his people. 

“It’s the Iraqis I care 
for, not the regime... in 
the early period I sup- 
ported Saddam but now 
no longer, because his 
people cannot find food to 
eat and he has pulled Iraq 
100 years backward," said 
Subni Halabi, owner of a 
clothing shop in central 
Amman. 

Some Jordanians say 
the defection to Jordan of 
President Saddam's son- 
in-law and mastermind of 
Iraq's military program- 
mes, Lieutenant-General 
Hussein Kamel Hassan, 
exposed deep cracks with- 
in Iraq's ruling circles. 

Gen. Hassan's remarks 
on Saturday that he had 
lost hope of changing the 
Saddam government from 
within have reinforced 
misgivings many Jorda- 
nians had about the man 
they once loved as the 
only Arab leader who 
dared to fire missiles at 
Israel. 


“The regime has lost its 
credibility, because Sad- 
dam did not present any- 
thing..,. nothing positive 
has happened over the 
last five years," said 
Husam Lutfi, an em- 
ployee. 

Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians were once the most 
enthusiastic supporters of 
the Iraqi president, stag- 
ing spontaneous demon- 
strations of solidarity in 
both Amman and Israeli- 
occupied West Bank 
towns after his invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Riyad Shorbaji, a doc- 
tor, said: “All of us sup- 
ported him at first, 
pleased he would restore 
Palestine but our support 
has gone when we saw 
how the Iraqi people were 
unjustly treated and im- 
poverished.” 

Amjad A1 Ramini, a 
Jordanian living in Saudi 
Arabia, said it was time 
President Saddam was 
overthrown “because the 
whole world was against 
him and there was no 
reason anymore for him 
to stay... economic condi- 
tions necessitate he is 
changed.” 

Sultan Abu Zahra, a 
trader, said Jordanians ec- 
statically supported Presi- 


dent Saddam during tire 
Gulf war “because he ex- 
ploited their emotions to 
silence them over his 
occupation of Kuwait... 
by firing a few useless 
Scuds they believed he 
was the leader who would 
rid them of Israel.” 


“The whole attitude of 
Jordan has changed and 
the Iraqi regime has lost 
favour, you only need to 
see his people sleeping in 
the streets.” 

Some blame President 
Saddam for economic 
hardships in Jordan. 

- “What Saddam did in 
Kuwait was not appropri- 
ate in its timing and today 
with the economic press- 
ures on Iraq and its im- 
pact on Ionian, all this 
has lessened peoples sup- 
port,” said Rafea 
Mahmoud. 


“What have we gained 
from the Gulf war?... It 
brought us poverty and 
calamities and the hatred 
of other countries,” said 
Ouni Saleem. 

President Saddam's few 
remaining admirers say a 
comprehensive judgment 
on his actions will only 
come in decades, after the 
secrets of the Gulf crisis 
are fully unveiled. 


Hizbollah attacks Israeli position 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Hizbollah guerrillas rocketed 
the Israeli position of Dabshe in the “security zone” of 
South Lebanon on Sunday for the second day running, 
pro-Israeli sources said. They lobbed several mortars and 
rockets into the Israeli-occupied zone prompting Israeli 
artillery to retaliate while Israeli helicopters made recon- 
naissance flights, sources close to Israel's proxy militia, the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), said. Hizbollah, in a state- 
ment from Beirut, claimed the attack left several casualties 
and said they destroyed fortifications in Dabshe. An Israeli 
helicopter was seen evacuating the casualties, the militia 
said. There was no independent confirmation of the claim. 
Three Israeli soldiers, including an officer, were wounded 
on Saturday when Hizbollah guerrillas launched a mortar 
attack on Dabsheh, which commands access to the central 
part of the security zone. 


Clergymen clash over organ transplants 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's two highest Islamic authorities, 
the mufti and the sheikh of A1 Azhar Mosque, disagreed on 
the principle of organ transplants in the government daily 
A1 Akhbar on Sunday. The mufti. Sheikh Mohammad 
Sayed Tantawi, issued a “fatwa” or religious ruling that 
Islam allowed “transplanting the liver from a clinically 
dead person to a fatally ill patient." He based the ruling on 
the principle that a patient is dead if the brain and vital 
organs have stopped functioning even if the heart is still 
beating. But the imam of A1 Azhar, Sheikh Gad A1 Haq 
Ali Gad A1 Haq, differed with the mufti, implicitly calling- 
such a transplant murder. “As long as the heart is 
functioning the person is not dead. Clinical death is not 
complete death. So his life must not be ended by removing 
an organ even if his condition is hopeless,” the imam told 
A1 Akhbar. Egypt's mufti and the sheikh of A1 Azhar have 
issued contradictory religious rulings on several issues, 
most notably on female circumcision. Tantawi ruled that 
circumcision could be banned if doctors advocated it while 
Gad A1 Haq said the practice was a religious duty .that must 
be followed. 


Turkish troops kill 23 Kurdish rebels 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — Turkish troops killed 23 rebel 
Kurdish guerrillas in several clashes in southeastern and 
eastern Turkey, an official statement said on Sunday. 
Thirteen members of the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) and 
a government soldier were killed in a clash near Mazgirt 
town in the eastern province of Tunceli on Saturday, a 
statement from the regional governor's office said. Ten 
rebels were killed in clashes in southeastern provinces of 
Bingol, Bitlis and Batman, on Saturday, the regional 
governor’s office said 27 rebels were killed in clashes with 
the seoirity forces. More than 17,500 people have been 
killed in the PKK’s war for independence or autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey since 1984. 


Nubian musuem to open in Egypt in mid-1996 


CAIRO (AFP) — The first museum of Nabian antiquities 
will open in south Egypt in mid 1996, a decade after 
construction on it was begun, an official with the Egyptian, 
Antiquities Agency told AFP on Sunday. The museum, 
located in the town of Aswan, will contain 5,000 artifacts 
discovered in Egyptian Nubia from the. pharaonic, Greco- 
Roman, Christian and Islamic eras, Ramzi Negib, the 
director of Nubian- antiquities, said. "Construction of the 
museum and its garden of 43 hectares ( 106 acres) began in 
1986 and a total cost of 60 million Egyptian pounds (S15 
million),” Negib said. The garden will display aspects of 
Nubian life, including a traditional baked-mud house, 
models of the Nile cataracts and of the Aswan High Dam, 
he added. Aswan. Egypt's southernmost city, became the 
centre of its Nubian population after the completion in 
1972 of the dam creating Lake Nasser, which submerged 
the Nubians’ traditional lands extending into Sudan. Also 
known as the land of Kush, Nubia was a semi-independent 
kingdom daring Egypt's pharaonic era. Nubia boasts the 
two temples of Abu Simbel built by Ramses II (1300-1234 
B.C.), which were moved in the 1960 to avoid the rising 
lake. 


New York airports on high alert 


NEW YORK (R) — New York’s three airports went on 
high-security alert after receiving information from law 
enforcement officers, officials said on Sunday. The height- 
ened alert followed a Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) warning of a possible attack by “Islamic radicals,” 
the Long Island newspaper Newsday said. The Port 
Authority — which manages New York city’s John F. 
Kennedy and LA Guardia airports and the Newark airport 
— would hot confirm that report. "At some point on 
Saturday, there was communication between our agency 
and the FAA, and a decision was made to elevate security 
at the airports," authority spokeswoman Joy Faber said. 
Federal Aviation Administration spokesman Arlene Salac 
said information from law enforcement agencies prompted 
the high-security alert. She would not confirm the Newsday 
report. 


Shin Bet 
told not to 
shake 
prisoners 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel's attorney general 
has ruled the Shin Bet 
secret 'police can no lon- 
ger violently shake sus- 
pects during interroga- 
tion, the Haaretz news- 
paper said on Sunday. 

In April, Abdul Sained 
Harizat, a suspected Isla- 
mic Hamas activist, died 
of injuries sustained dur- 
ing a Shin Bet interroga- 
tion. 'A Scottish doctor 
who attended the Israeli 
autopsy said his injuries 
were caused by violent 
shaking. 


According to the news- 
paper, Attorney General 
Michael Ben-Yair sug- 
gested he would extend 
other powers of the Shin 
Bet to use increased force 
against suspects on condi- 
tion they stopped shaking 
prisoners. 

Mr. Ben-Yair said 
shaking was illegal, based 
on expert medical opinion 
that it could lead to death 
ot brain damage, Haaitez 
reported. 


Officials from the attor- 
ney general’s office and 
the Justice Ministry had 
no immediate comment 
on the report. 

According to Haaretz, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal back Shin 
Bet in its claim that vio- 
lent jerking is useful when 
interrogating prisoners 
about planning attacks 
against Israelis. Haaretz 
said. 


Israel relaxed inter- 
rogation rules for its sec- 
ret police last year after 
Palestinian militants be- 
gan a series of deadly 
suicide bombings against 
Israelis. Special powers 
were granted for three 
months and have been ex- 
tended several times. 


In the late 1980s, a state 
commission ruled moder- 
ate physical pressure was 
permissible during inter- 
rogations of suspected 
“terrorists." Israeli and 
Palestinian human- rights 
activists have long criti- 
cised the Landau commis- 
sion’s guidelines as a 
license to torture. 


Ten days ago an Israeli 
ministerial committee ex- 
tended by a week the 
powers of the Shin Bet 
secret police to use in- 
creased force. 

The ministerial commit- 
tee is scheduled to meet 
this week to clarify inter- 
rogation methods the Shin 
Ben may employ. But 
Haaretz quoted a justice 
official as saying that Mr. 
Ben-Yair's ruling on shak- 
ing meant the committee 
would have to rule out at 
least that method. 



AIR FORCE GRADUATION: His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday attends the graduation 
ceremony of a batch of air force officers at the Command and Staff College. The graduating 
students included officers from the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Qatar, Pakistan and Malaysia 
as well as Jordan. The ceremony was also attended by Their Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal an 
Prince Hamzeh, Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and senior officials (Armed Forces 
photo) 


Iraqi refugees doubt defector 


can topple Saddam Hussein 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — Iraqi refugees 
said Sunday they were suspi- 
cious of the high-ranking 
army officer who defected 
from .Saddam Hussein's inner 
circle and doubted he could 
rally enough support to 
undermine foe Iraqi strong- 
man. 

“I’m sure that Saddam will 
be able to contain this family 
crisis," said George Daoud, 
an Iraqi refugee who is a civil- 
engineer. 

Hussein Kamel Al-Majid, 
President Saddam’s son-in- 
law and the man who headed 
Iraq’s weapons programme, 
told a news conference Satur- 
day that he was in contact 
with Iraqi opposition inside 
and outside haq as part of an 
effort to topple President 
Saddam. 

But Iraq’s many opposition 
groups have long suffered 
from internal feuding and 
have been unable to build a 
united front against President 
Saddam. In addition, re- 
fugees said General Hassan 
was responsible for many of 
the abuses carried out under 
President Saddam's rule, and 
therefore lacked credibility as 
an opposition leader. 

“He is trying to present, 
himself as Mr. Clean, but he 
will not be able to fool us,” 
said a 55-year-old Iraqi who ' 
asked not to be identified by 


name. “Hassan is responsible 
for a lot of killings and execu- 
tions of Iraqis and he is just 
another face of the coin to 
Saddam.” 

Jordan gave asylum to 
Gen.- Hassan, his brother 
Saddam, their wives, children 
and army escorts after they 
fled to Amman on Tuesday. 
Altogether they numbered 
about 30. 

They join more than 
30,000 Iraqis who have fled 
their homeland to Jordan in 
the aftermath of the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis over Kuwait. 

Jordan, which depends on 
Iraq for its oil supplies, has 
not allowed Iraqi exiles to use 
the Kingdom as a base to 
rally opposition against Presi- 
dent Saddam. It is unlikely 
that the defectors will be 
permitted to use the refugees 
to build an anti-Saddam 
front. 

Gen. Hassan. a confident 
of President Saddam for 
nearly two decades, said 
Saturday that be wanted to 
remove his father-in-law 
from, power in order to end 
Iraq’s isolation and turn the 
country into a “modern 
state." 

But one Iraqi refugee, a 
former university professor 
who's now a waiter at an 
Amman restaurant, said 
Gen. Hassan “did not offer a . 
dear programme to us and he ’ 
did not even mention that he 
was considering the liber- 


alisation of Iraq or respecting 
human rights.’ 

“I beg King Hussein not to 
protect Hussein Kamel,” said 
the 65-year-old Iraqi as he 
sipped his coffee at an Am- 
man coffee shop. “Hussein 
Kamel is as evil as Saddam.” 


Some Iraqi refugees were 
also critical of the United 
States and other countries for 
welcoming the defections, 
but not taking steps to lift the 
international sanctions that 
have impoverished Iraq's 18 
million people since they 
were imposed five years ago. 

“I am surprised to see the 
whole world interested in the 
defections, but nobody cares 
for the more important issue 
of the plight of Iraqis under 
the sanctions," said an Iraqi 
taxi driver, who identified 
himself only as Mohammad. 

Many Iraqis .said they be- 
lieved Gen. Hassan fled Iraq 
due to family disputes, and 
felt President Saddam had 
began to narrow the circle 
around him in favour of his 
sons, Odai and Qusai, -and 
some of his half-brothers. 

Gen. Hassan said Saturday, 
there was a power struggle 
within the ruling family. But 
he claimed his reason for 
seeking President Saddam’s 
ouster was to “make the Iraqi 
people happy, end their, 
problems and continued wars 
and help bring stability to the 
country.” 


Egyptian 

sentenced 


to 4,000 
lashes in 


S. Arabia 


CAIRO (AP) — Amnesty 
International says that an 
Egyptian national, Moham- 
mad , Ali Sayyid, has been 
flogged 3,400 times as part of 
a 4,000-lash sentence given 
for theft by a Saudi court. 

Egyptian human rights 
officials said Sunday they 
were checking the report, 
obtained over the weekend 
from the London- 
headquartered Amnesty. 

The Amnesty report said 
Mr. Sayyid, who is in his 30s, 
was believed arrested in 1991 
and had been denied family 
visits and legal representation 
since. The exact nature of the 
theft charges was not known. 

The report quoted former 
prisoners in A1 Qassim pro- 
vince as saying Mr. Sayyid 
was being subjected to 50 
lashes every two weeks and 
also was serving a seven-year 
prison term. 

Amnesty said the floggings 
were administered in a mar- 
ketplace by a policeman us- 
ing a metre-long bamboo 
cane. 

“Each flogging session is 
said to leave Mohammad 
with bruised or bleeding but- 
tocks and unable to sleep or 
sit for three or four days, 
afterwards,” the report said. 

A1 Qassim is the same 
province where an Egyptian 
doctor, Mohammad Kamel 
Khalifa, was given 80 lashes 
after a court convicted him of 
slander. He had been trying 
to pursue a complaint that Ids 
10-year-old son was sexually 
molested by a Saudi school 
headmaster. 

The Egyptian press and 
human rights groups sharply 
attacked Saudi Arabia .for 
punishing Mr. Khalifa 


5 dead as Mogadishu 
gunmen fire on civilians 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — At 
least five people were killed 
and 15 wounded in separate 
incidents when unidentified 
gunmen indiscriminately 
opened fire on crowds of 
defenceless civilians in south- 
ern Mogadishu on Sunday. 

In one incident, four peo- 
ple were killed on the spot 
and eight others wounded 
when 10 gunmen in a Toyota 
pickup armed with heavy and 
small machine guns, rocket- 
propelled grenade launcher 
and small rifles opened fire 
on a public transport bus. 

Among the dead was a 
woman who died inside the 
bus. while the other three 
were killed as they tried to 
escape the shootout. The 
wounded were all rushed to 
Digfer hospital for treatment. 

In the second incident out- 
side Mogadishu's new sea-- 
port, one person was shot 
dead and four wounded when 
a machinegun-mounted vehi- 
cle fired at a small car car- 
rying members of the port 
administration. 

The reasons behind the 
two attacks were not known, 
but people in the neighbour- 
hood said they believed they 
were connected with the 
growing insecurity in the 
capital since General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
was declared interim presi- 
dent of Somalia on June 15 
by a conference of supporters 
of his United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction. ' 

On the other hand, a 
Somali radio station backing 
Gen. Aideed’s faction radio 
attributed the incidents to 
banditry. 

Three other people were 
also wounded in southern 
Mogadishu on Sunday when 
the Wardhigley Islamic 
Court, ran by Murusadeh re- 
ligious men, attacked and dis- 
mantled a roadblock 
mounted by gunmen. The 
court security man was 


among the wounded. 

Meanwhile, six militia 
businessmen threatened on 
Sunday to stop operations at 
the Mogadishu seaport by 
12.000 local time (0900 
GMT) on Monday, if Gen. 
Aideed failed to pay them 88 
million Somali shillings 
($13,538) they had used to 
purchase a forklift from the 
retreating U.N. Operation 
Somalia (UNOSOM) contra- 
tors last March. 


The businessmen had de- 
ployed the forklift at the port 
after Gen. Aideed promised 
to refund the money im- 
mediately a government had 
been formed in Somalia. 

It was also reported that 
around 66 prisoners had 
broken out from Mogadishu's 
main jail in the southern part 
of the city late Friday, taking 
with them two policemen 
who were serving them with 
meals at the time. 


Police officer Abdi Farah, 
who was at the prison's top 
observation post, fired warn- 
ing shots but failed to block 
the escapees, 19 of whom 
were militiamen of Gen. 
Aideed’s United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (ISC/SNA) faction. 

The /ail outbreak left only 
two people still in the 
century-old prison — one of 
them lame and the other 
wounded. 

Conflicting reasons were 
given for the breakout, with 
one report saying that police 
officers on duty were given a 
huge bribe to let the prison- 
ers out, while another alleged 
that the prisoners’ families 
had threatened to kill the 
policemen's families in the 
city if they intervened to stop 
the breakout. 

The escapees apparently 
passed through the beavily- 
guarded Mogadishu seaport, 
with the guards letting them 
through to the port’s mam 
gate. 


Ex-Hamas 


members 


establish 


political 


party 


GAZA (Agencies) — Five 
fonner members of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, announced 
in Gaza on Sunday the 
formation of a new political 
group partly funded by the 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA). 

Mahmoud Abu Dan, 
bead of the new Islamic 
National A1 Massar move- 
ment and also an officer in 
tiie self-rule authority's sec- 
ret police, told a news con- 
ference his party rejected 
violence but did not recog- 
nise Israel's existence. 

Mr. Abu Dan' said the 
1993 Israel-Palestine Li 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) peace accord was 
reality that could not be 
ignored. 

The new .party said in a 
statement it wanted “con- 
structive and civilised dia- 
logue." 

. “We are delighted to be 
the first Islamic political 
movement that contributes 
to building the imposing 
structure of the (Palesti- 
nian) country,” Mr.' Abu 
Dan said. 


He told reporters that 
while be had left Hamas 
“others do not have this 
courage. By the emergence 
of such an Islamic move- 
ment, the chance will be 
created for those who do 
not have the courage to 
separate." 

Hamas leads Palestinian 
opposition to the 1993 
PLO-Israel peace deal. 
Militants have kilim] scores 
of Israelis, most in suicide 
attacks, since the accord. 

Mr. Abu Dan said the 
new party was partly 
funded by the PNA but did 
not disclose by how much. 

Palestinians said tbey 
doubted the new party 
would make a dent in sup- 
port for Hamas. 

Four other ex-members 
of Hamas attended the 
press conference with Mr. 
Abu Dan. 

‘We will respect the rule 
of the Palestinian Author- 
ity.” he said. 

‘‘There are others in 
Hamas who share our opin- 
ions. Some will come and 
join us," said Mr. Abu 
Dan, who spent five years 
in Israeli prisons for his 
activities on behalf of 
Hamas. 

The movement’s plat- 
form includes the introduc- 
tion of Sharia law, the re- 
moval of Jewish settle- 
ments on occupied land 
and Jerusalem as the capit- 
al of a Palestinian state. 

All the members of the 
movement are former 
Hamas members, Mr. Abu 
Dan said. 


Abu Dan, 34, is a fonner 
member of the Izzedine Al 
Qassam, the military wing 

of Hamas. He left Hamas a 
few months ago and joined 
the Palestinian intelligence. 

Sources dose to the PNA 
said Yasser Arafat was 
backing the group in hopes 
of persuading Hamas to 
join the Palestinian-self 
rule authority. 

Mr. Abu Dan said the 
party had not decided 
whether it would run in 
elections for a Palestinian 
self-rule council. 



UNESCO - 

approves temple 
light show project 


PARIS (AFP) 

World Heritage Committees, 
has itiven the go-ahead for. 

Indonesia to stage a con- 
troversial specte^d^eto..- - 
an ancient Buddhist tempfe 
at Borobudur, in 
Java, project officials said 
here Saturday. The seven-, 
person committee chaired by 
Gerard Bella, a deputy direc- 
tor general of the world 
cultural organisation and also 
an expert on the 9th-centmy 
temple*. finally agreed to foci 
Son et Lunriere project after 
an . exhaustive study lasting-- 
several months. However me 
U.N. Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organisation 
demanded guarantees that; 
the spectacle would not harm 
the monument or the close 
environs in any way. ft ““ho- 
rised two sessions of 45,mt- 
nutes each per day in front of. 
audiences initially of no more 
than 500 people — although 
the number could later be 
raised to 2,000 — for a total 
of 200 days per year during 
the dry season, the official j 
said. It also demanded that 
the. text written for. the 
spectacle avoid any . terms 
that could cause offense- to 
Buddhists. An earlier version • 
of the project presented in 
T an nar y gave rise to strong 
objections by the Heritage . 
Committee. The Indonesian 
delegation, headed by the 
(firector-generai for tourism, 
Audi Mappi Sammeng, held 
extensive talks over several 
weeks with UNESCO ex- 
perts. 


New train line in 
city where carls 
king 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Los 
Angeles welcomed a new 
commuter rail line on Satur- 
day with a trumpet fanfare,' 
rock, music by the Beach. 
Boys and political speeches - . 
— but critics doubted the 
“railroad to nowhere” will 
have any impact in a city 
where the car is king. The 
20*mile line through south- 
ern Los Angeles cost $950 
million to build — three 
times more than originally; 
estimated — and opened % 
more than a year behind, v 
schedule. It. has been criti- 
cised as the railroad to no-, 
where as it does not carry. \ 
passengers to the downtown. • 
business area and stops short Jf 
of .Los Angeles International. “ 
Airport, where a station had 
originally been planned. The 
idea was scrapped dire to cost, 
overruns. “They’re going to 
open tins thing with great 
fanfare, and I'm delighted, tb " 
have it open, but I. don’t 
believe there’s going to be 
anyone to ride it because it /' 
doesn’t go anywhere,” said . 
one of the tine’s strongest 
critics, Los Angeles City ; 
council woman Ruth Galan-: 
ter. The Metropolitian Trans-, 
portation Authority esti- 
mates 10,000 riders a day wiQ 
use tiie new line, one-tenth of _ 
the originally projected fi-f 
gure. Critics gleefully point 
out that is slightly less than ' 
the number using the Disney- •„ 
land Monorail at the Theme- " 
Park just down the roacL 


Hanoi’s top hotel 
threatened over . 
phone bill 


HANOI (AFP) — Viet- 
namese authorities havi^ 
threatened to cut the phones 
to Hanoi’s top hotel after ' 
accu sing it of over chaining 0 
guests for calls and refusing 
c? Pf y a J5 ne ’ a report saw ' 
Sunday. The SofiteTMetro- 
pole Hotel, the city’s top 
international hotel, was 

S23?TO4 ? ® 61X5 

*^j/.794 for charging guests 
more than the allowed 10 per ’• ; ' 

Hrark-up on telephone 
Ca ^^’ ^ he Vietnam Invest- iV. 
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Hanoi Posts and Telecom-": . 
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